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VICTOR MICHAEL” ARNAUTOFF, CHARACTER OF CASE 
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SYNOPSIS: 


Sub ject member of "The Eleven Branch," CP, and attended five 
meetings during December 5, 1956, and February 27, 1957, 
inclusive, and conventions of Inner-Mission Section, CP, 

i . in December 1956 and January 1957. Attended three regular 
and four Executive Board meetings of RAS, Ine, and re- 
elected President, RAS, 2/8/57. Visited at ARI of San 
Francisco February ana March 1957, and attended CLS Christmas 
Bazaar December 1955; attended ALWLA dance and social 3/9/57,/” 
and dinner party sponsored by NCCPFB 2/10/57.. Subject 
was reappointed for three-year term effective September 
1957,_t0 position at Stanford University. — 
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“The CP, USA, has been designated by the Attorney 
ese of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450, ' 


San Francisco Tel, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised SA ORLAND E, FREEMAN, JR, 
that the Subject continues to be a member of "The Eleven Branch" 
of the CP of San Francisco, and attended five meetings during 
the period from December 5, 1956, to February 27, 1957, in- 
clusive, Informant related that the Subject also attended the 
Inher~-Mission CP Section conventiorson December 6, 1956, and 
January 3, 1957. 


SF T-1 on, December 19, 1956, and January 2, 1957, 
advised that VICTORSARNAUTOFF announced at "The Eleven Branch" 
meeting on December 5, 1956, that he had received a subpoena | 
to appear before a Congressional Subcommittee Hearing, SF: Te1 
on the latter date advised that Subject at "The Eleven Branch" 
meeting on December 19, 1956, reported briefly en the 
Subversive Activities Committee Hearings which were recently 
held in San Francisco, California, SF T-1 advised that at 
the January 2, 1957, "The Eleven Branch" meeting Subject: —~ 
denounced Party members who condemn the Soviet Union for 
its. action in Hungary, stating that these comrades lack. 
political understanding. - 


RUSSIAN AMERICAN SOCIETY, INC., (RAS) 


‘The RAS has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 


SF T-1l has reported that the Subject attended three 
regular. and four Executive Board meetings of the RAS, Inc., 
eee the period December 7, 1956, to and including February 

L957. 
4 


San Francisco T-2, who has furnished reliable informatio 
in the past, on January 7, 1957, advised SA DIRCK A, MERRILL that 
the RAS had held a dinner party,social in nature, on December 
31, 1956, at 321 Divisadero Street, San Francisec, California, 
which was attended by the Subject. 


NW: 15047 Docld: 70000162 Page 3 © 
eee 


SF 100-6359 
SFF:mhb — 


San Francisco T-5, who has furnished reliable in- 
formation in the past, on February 8, 1957, advised. SA HENRY 
D, GRUSH that the Subject attended the RAS dinner party on 
December 31, 1956, which was a social event, 


San Francisco T-4, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, on January 9, 1957, advised SA HENRY 
D, GRUSH that the RAS held a bazaar and dinner at 321 Divisadero 
Street, San Francisco, California, on December 9, 1956, which 
was a social event, and the Subject attended this affair, 


SF T-1 on February 14, 1957, advised that the 
Subject at the RAS meeting of February 1, 1957, discussed 
the revolution in Hungary, stating the trouble in Hungary was 
started by "Project X," a propaganda and terrorist organization 
sponsored by the United States Government. He related that 
through "Project X" terrorist bands of Hungarian Fascists were 
organized in and out of Hungary, and that weapons and men were 
flown to Austria and then penetrated into Hungary. He stated 
that the Kadar Government saw through the United States 
machinations and asked for Russian help, and that in two weeks 
the counter-revolution was crushed, ° 


SF T-l on January 29, 1957, advised that the Board 
of Directors of the RAS had agreed to nominate officers for 
the year 1957 on January 25, 1957, and to conduct the elections 
on February 8, 1957. SF T-1 advised that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 
on February 8, 1957, was elected as President of the RAS, Inc. 


San Francisco T-7, who has furnished reliable in- 
formation in the past, on January 2, 1957, advised that VICTOR _™ 
QARNAUTOFF,. 321 Divisadero Street, San Francisco, California, 
extended New Years! greetings to Ambassador ZAROUBIN of the 
Soviet Embassy, Washington, D. C., on behalf of the RAS, ine. 


AMERICAN RUSSIAN INSTITUTE OF SAN FRANCISCO, (ART) 


The ARI has been designated by the Attorney General 
NW: 15047 Doctd: FOG0GEt Pde Sates pursuant to Executive Order 10450, . 
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Special Agents of. the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
observed the Subject to enter the ARI, 90 McAllister Street, San 
Francisco, California, at approximately 11:58 a.m. on February 
19, 1957, where he remained until 2:06 p.m, 


A Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
observed the Subject in the ARI at 90 McAllister Street, San 
Francisco, between 12:05 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. on March 26, 1957. 


CALIFOANIA LABOR SCHOOL, (CLS). 


The CLS has been designated by the Attorney General of 
the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


SF T-2 on December 27, 1956, advised SA DIRCK A, 
MERRILL that the Subject visited the CLS Christmas Bazaar 
held at the California Hall, Polk and Turk Streets, San 
Francisco, California, during the period December 14 and 16, — 


1956, 


San Francisco T-3, who has furnished reliable in- 
formation in the past, advised SA JAMES DUNPHY on December 20, 
1956, that the Subject visited the CLS and "Daily Peoplés 
World" Benefit Bazaar on December 15, 1956, at the California 
Hall in San Francisco, 


SF T-4 on January 9, 1957, advised SA HENRY D, 
GRUSH that Subject attended the "Daily Peoples World" Bazaar 
on December 15, 1955, at the California Hall in San Francisco, 


The Fourtn Report, Un-American Activities in 


California, for 1948, page 364, reflects, "The Peoples 
World is an official West Coast communist paper," 


AMERICAN LITHUANIAN WORKERS LITERARY ASSOCIATION, aka. 


Amerikos Lietuviu Darbininku Literaturos Draugija, (ALWLA) 
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The ALWLA has been designated by the Attorney 
cenen of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450, 


SF T-4 on March 13, 1957, advised SA HENRY D., 
GRUSH that the Subject attended a combined dance and social 
of Branches 153 and.198. of the ALWLA at 4+ Page Street, San 
Francisco, California, on March 9, 1957. 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COMMETTER FOR THE PROTECTION 


SIGN BORN, 


SF T~4 on February 20, 1957, advised SA HENRY D, 
GRUSH that the NCCPFB sponsored a birthday party and dinner 
on February 10, 1957, a charge of $1.00 per verson being 
assessed. SF Tl advised that the Subject attended the 
above social, 


MISCELLANEOUS 


San Francisco T-6, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, and’ who is associated with Stanford 
University, Palo Alto, California, on March 22, 1957, advised 
SA FRED R, ELLEDGE that VICTOR M, ARNAUTOFF had appeared > 
before the Advisory Board of Stanford University on March 
19, 1957. SF T-6 advised that after the above hearing before 
the members of the Advisory 1} Board, ali six members voted in 
favor of the 7 reappointment. or “ARNAUTOFE.cothe.Stanford 
faculty. SF T-6 related that . .President STERLING, acting 
upon” “the above recommendation, had reappointed. ARNAUTOFR. for. 
a three-year term, commencing September 1957. Informant 
advised that Mr, STERLING was very reluctant to renew the 
appointment of ARNAUTOFF, but felt that to do otherwise 
would precipitate a controversy with faculty members of 
Stanford University, and for this reason he had renewed 
the appointment which ‘had been ok'd by the Board of 
Trustees, 


5H 
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SF T-~6 furnished a memorandum dated March 20, 1957; 
regarding impressions of Subject's appearance before the 
Advisory Board of Stanford University, Palo Alto, California, 
which reflects that it was the unanimous opinion of the Board 
that ARNAUTOFF is an "unimportant little man, foolish, mis- 
guided perhaps, seemingly a little irrational on some points," 
It appeared all agreed that he is not in himself dangerous, 
except as he may be used by others; that he may or may not 
be a Communist or communist sympathizer, and may well be a 
communist tool. It was felt certain that he is not an important 
communist leader or organizer; that his political beliefs have 
not any significant eféct on his teachings_ofart at Stanford, 
and that he has not any appreciable influence on students. 
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COMMITTEE FOR THE PROTECTION OF 
FOREIGN BORN, (NCCPFB) 


A source, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on June 13, 1955, that the draft report 
on "Defense of the American Committee for the Protection 
of Foreign Born," delivered at the National Conference of 
Defense Committees, held under the auspices of the American 
Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born, (ACPFB), on | 
June 10 - 12, 1955, at 85 East Fourth Street, New York City, 
stated in part "....The very fact that local committees have 
been set up to take care of the hundreds of cases that have - 
developed in the past nine years, resulted from the work we 
have carried on for the organization of these committees, 

It would have been impossible for us to carry the tremendous 
burden without the organizations that exist today and cooperate 
with us, And while they operate independently, setting their 
own policies and campaigns, they have been and still are, a 
part of that movement which was initiated and stimulated by 
the American Committee," 


The American Committee for the Protection of 


Foreign Born has been designated by the Attorney General of 
the United States mprsuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 


The exact dates of CP meetings were not set out 
in this report in order to protect the Informant, SF T-1. 
SF T-~1 is a member of "The Eleven Branch," CP, and is a 
member of the Executive Board of the RAS, Ine. All information 
furnished by SF T-l was obtained as a result of his attendance 
at CP and RAS meetings. 


Information received from SE T-2, T-3, T-4, and 
T-5 was obtained by these Informants as a result of their 
attencance at the meetings or socials listed in the details 
of this report. 


' VICTOR M, ARNAUTOFF is a Security Index Subject. 
His SI Card on file has been reviewed and is current and 
correct. 


Subject's photograph on file bears a good 
likeness, 


Subject on January 21, 1953, declined to be 
interviewed when contacted by SAS WILLIAM B. DILLON and 
STANLEY F, FEWSTER. There is no indication that the Subject 
has changed his point of view and would consent to an in- 
terview with Agents of the FBI. . ; 


 Subject's case has been re- evaluated, it being 
determined that he meets the present criteria under the 
SI program, 

Careful consideration has been given to each 
source concealed, and T-symbols were utilized in the report 


only in those instances where the identit ties of the sources 
must be concealed. | 


INFORMANTS 
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Identity Date of Activity 
of Source And/or Description 


of Information 


File Where Located 


The source used in the documentation of the Northern 
Ck Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born is 


SF T- 1 is Branch Eleven CP 
/ meeting, 12/5/55 


Inner-Mission CP 
Section Convention 


FOIA) (0) ] . 12/8/56 


aan Branch Eleven CP meetin 


| 18/19/56 


Branch Eleven CP meeting 


1/2/57 


Tnner-Mission CP Section 


convention, 1/3/57 


Branch Eleven CP meeting o 


2/18/57 


Branch Eleven CP meeting 


2/27/57 


RAS Meeting 12/7/56 “ 
RAS Mebing 1/18/57. 
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FOTA(b)(7) -(D) }._ 
’ | RAS Meeting 2/1/57 “—— . 
A ae RAS Executive Board v 
vy es Meeting 12/14/56 
mA “RAS Executive Board — 
a ~»-Meeting 12/28/56 
ONS RAS “Executive Board ~~ 
PS Meeting YAL/sT 
min RAS Executive” Board & 
VAN Meeting 2/8/57 > 
; ‘A \_SF T-2 is CLS Christmas Bazaar 
_ | 12/14-16/56 
_— RAS Dinner 12/31/56 
| \ ASF T-3 ts CLS and "DPW" Christmas. 
an Bazaar 12/15/56 a 
‘ ‘SF To RAS Bazaar and Dinner 
\ 12/9/58 pe a 
\ : 'DPW" Bazaar 12/15/56 
NCCPFB Dinner 2/10/57 


SF Tou5 is 


PSI | . 100-6 359-1886 
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FOIA(b)(7) - (D) | --.... SF_T-6 is 100-6 359-1900, 1901 


_ (Requested name be 
' kept confidential) 


SF.T-7 is Anonymous . 100-5 359-1876 
\ Spot Fisur 2/19/57 - SAS 100-6359-1891 
‘NORMAN FRYE and RICHARD E, : 
‘STEFHENS 
Spot Fisur 3/26/57 - SA | 100-6 359-1903 
“NORMAN FRYE 
LEAD 


SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION 


AD SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 
wild follow the activities of the Subject 


through SF b 


REFERENCE 


Report of SA STANLEY F, FEWSTER dated January 
30, 1957, at San Francisco, — 
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TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY 
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a VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF, was. 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - 
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SYNOPSIS: 
a a per’ y; ee 0 JOY 
Subject_-member, "Branch EBleven" San Francisco Communist 
Party Snd attended three meetings during 3/13/57 and ) 
4/10/57, inclusive,” and two meetings of Inner - 
Mission Section, Communist Party, between March and 
. April, 1957; attended two Executive Board meetings 
( . Russian American Society, Inc. between March - 
April, 19573 attended meetings regarding future of 
A\4 California Labor School’and_a benefit and celebration 
of California Labor School} Independent Socialist 
Forum 3/22/S7F meeting of Northern California 
Committee tor the Protection of Foreign Born 4/13/57." 
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' DETAILS : 


COMMUNIST PARTY (CP) 


The Communist Party, USA, has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the United 
States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


San Francisco T-1, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised SA CRLAND 
E, FREEMAN, Jr. that the Subject continues to be a 
member of "Branch Eleven! San Francisco CP and attended 
three meetings during the period March _13, 1957 
and April 1031957, and atténded two meetings: of the 
Inner ~- Mission Section, CP, between Marchand April, 
1957. - 


RUSSIAN AMERICAN SOCIETY, INC, (RAS) 


The Russian American Society, Inc. has . 
been designated by the Attorney General of the United 
States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


' SF T-1 advised SA FREEMAN that the Subject 
attended two Executive Board meetings of the RAS 
during the period March 8, 1957 to April 5, 1957, 
inclusive, 7 


SHpt-1 on March 21, 1957 advised SA FREEMAN 
that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF attended an International 
woments Day Celebration which was partially social 
in nature at 411 Pierce Street, San Francisco, 
California, on Mareh.15, 1957. - 


CALIFORNIA LABOR SCHOOL (CLS 
Tne California Labor School has been 


designated by the Attorney General of the United 
States pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 
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San Francisco T-2, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised SA DIRCK 
A, MERRILL that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF attended meetings 
at the CLS, 321 Divisadero Street, San Francisco, 
on March 25, 1957; April 1, 1957 and April 8, 1957, 
at which the future of the CLS was discussed, 


SF T-2 on April 3, 1957 advised that 
Subject had also attepded a dinner to raise funds 
rm for the CLS whigh pfs heid on March 30, 1957 at 


the home of , .. 
» + RAY moRKowsK! CBs 


San Francisco T-3, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, on April 2, 1957 
advised SA JAMES DUNPHY. that. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 
attended a meeting of the committee on the future 
of the CLS held on April 1; 1957. 


San Francisco pa, who has furnished - 
reliable information in the past, on May 1, 1957 
advised SA CORNELIUS M, SULLIVAN that VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF attended a social benefit for the CLS 
at Novato,’ California on April 21, (19075 a charge 
of $1.25 Being made for adults. ~ 


SF T-3 on May 9, 1957 advised SA DUNPHY 
that a May Day Celebration of the CLS was held at 
150 Golden Gate Avenue on May 5, 1957 which was 
attended by Subject, — 


AMERICAN RUSSIAN INSTITUTE 
OF SAN FRANCISCO (ARTI ) 


The American Russian Institute has been 


designated by the Attorney General of the United 
States pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 
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San Francisco T-5, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, on May 31, 1957 
advised SA HENRY D, GRUSH that he had observed ae 
Francisco, at approxi ely 2:00 PM on May 28, 1957, 
in company with ROSERZSAAK, the General Secretary 
ef the organization. Lali _ 


Or etter se bal 


"AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR THE 
PROTECTION OF THE FOREIGN BORN 


The . American Committee for the Protection 
of the Foreign Born has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450, 


San Francisco T-6, who has furnished 

reliable information in the past, on April 23, 
1957 advised SA GRUSH that a meeting of the Northern 
California Committee for ‘the Protection of th 
Foreign Born was held on April 13, 1957 in the 
Crystal Room of the Hotel Whitcomb, San Francisco, 
which was‘ attended by the Subject, SF T- -6 advised 
that ABNER GREEN spoke and requested the West 

ol] Coast Committees for thé Protection of the Foreign 
Born to cooperate more closely with the American 
Committee for the Protection of the Foreign Born 
for the repeal of the McCarran Act, 


MISCELLANEOUS 


SF T-2 on March 27, 1957 advised SA 
MERRILL that Subject attended an "Independent 
Socialist Forum" held .at-150 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco on March ee, 1957. SF T-2 advised 
that the chairman of the meeting made the 
introduction by stating that: the purpose of the 


; i . 
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"Independent Socialist Forum" was to encourage Marxist thought 
in the Bay Area and to try to get the Bay Area back to the 
position that it once presented as a leader in Marxist thought 
in the United States. The chairman pointed out that four Marxist 
parties were sponsoring the "Independent Socialist Forum,” 


. The House Committee on Un-American Activities, (HCUA), 
held hearings at San Diego, California, on September 19, 1954,. 
On that day Mrs. BVELLANGKERSTEIN of Los Angeles, California, 
testified that she had been a member.of the..communist,Party.. 
_. ,{ from late 1946 until the Summer of 1950, She identified RAY 
CALF. \uonousic, (ROMAN Jon MoRKORSRE) as a member. of. the Morgan 


iii Club of the San Didégo Communist Party. sometime during the 
period of 1946-1950. . 


San Francisco T-5 on March 25, 1957, furnished SA 
HENRY D. GRUSH a printed list on the letterhead of the "American 
Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born," which listed 
ABNER GREEN as "Executive Secretary." . 


> 
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' NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COMMITTEE FOR 
| THE" PROECTION OF FOREIGN BORN (NCCPFB } 
A source, who has furnished reliable _ 
information in the past, adviséd on June’ 13; 1955; 


that the draft report on ‘Deferise of the ~ 
American Committee for the Protection of Foreign — 
Born," délivered at the National Coiiference of 
Defense Committees, held under the auspices of. 
the ‘American Committee for the Protection of 
‘Foreign Born, (ACPFB), on June 10'- 12, 1955, at 
"85 East Fourth Street, New York City, stated in © 
“part "\... The very fact that. local committees have 
‘been set up to take’ care of the hundreds of cases’ 
that “have developed in the past nine years, 
resulted from the work we have carried on for the 
organization of these conmittees. It would have 
_ been impossible for us to carry the tremendous 
burden without. the organizations that exist today — 
and cooperate with us. And while they operate 
independently, setting their own policies ‘and 
campaigns, they have been and still are, a part 
of that movement which was initiated and stimulated 
by the American Committee," 
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The exact dates of CP meetings were not 
set out in this report in order. to protect the 
informant, SF T-1., SF T-1 is a member of . 
'Branchy Blevea'! CP, and is a member of the Executive 
Board of the R&S Ine, All information furnished 
by SF T-1 was obtained as a result of his attendance 
at CP and RAS meetings, 


Information received from SF T-2, SF T- 3, 
SF T-4, SF T-5 and SF T-6 was obtained by these 
informants as a result of their attendance at the 
meetings, socials or organizations listed in the 
details of this report, 
€e} 


VICTOR M, ARNAUTOFF is a Security Index 
Subject. “His ST card on Trteshas been reviewed 
‘and is current and correct, 


Subject 's photograph on file bears a 
good likeness, 


Subject on January 21, 1953 declined to 
be interviewed when contacted by SAs WILLIAM B, 
DILLON and STANLEY F, FEWSTER, There is no 
indication that the Subject has changed his point 
of view and would—eonsent to an interview with 
Agents of the FBI. 


subject's case has been re-evaluated, 
it being determined that he meets the present 
eriteria under the SI program. 


Careful consideration has been given to 
each source concealed and T symbols were utilized 


in the report only in those. instances where the 
identities of the sources must be concealed, 
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SOURCES | 
Identity Date of Activity File Where Located 
of Source And/or Description 


of Information 


The source used in the documentation of 
the Northern California Committee for the. 
Protection of the Foreign Born is 


SF TT ia ' Inner-Mission . 
Section CP- wneeting, ee 


3f'1/ STV 


7 ee ~ Branch 1, OP Teas noon 
coe” INE 3/13/51 7- 


Loan oe Branch ll, CP meet- aot 
FOIA(b)(7)-(D) }---.. ane, 3/27/57 

| “~~~. Branch 11, CP meet- ul i 
ing, “4/10/57 % 


' Inner-Mission 
Section a meeting, 
U/e5/57 7 


RAS Executive Board, i 
3/0/3t a 


RAS Executive Board, " i 


W/5/ST | 
te We Da B7/lb/sre 
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- SFF/ew 


LEAD 
THE SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE: 
, ap ‘SAN FRANCESCO, CALIFORNIA: 


FOIA(b)(7) - (D) | ------------- 2-2 wa low the activities of the Subject 
through and other informants. — 


- - REFERENCE 


Report of SA STANLEY F, FEWSTER dated 
April 29, 1957 at San Francisco, 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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SF 100-6359 
SFF : ew/mhb 


Identity of 
Source 


SF T-2 is 


SF'T=3 is 


SF Tol is 


SR TG is 


1 


SF_T-6 is 


~ 


' Date of Activity 
And/or Description 
of Information 


CLS, 3/25/57 
CLS, 4/1/57 
CLS, 3/30/57 
CLS, 4/8/57 


LE, SaR., 3/22/57 


CLS, 5/5/57 
CLS benefit, 
4/21/57 

ARI, 5/28/57 | 
ACFPFB, 3/25/57 


NCCPFB, 4/13/57 


THUMBNAIL - RAY MORKOWSKI 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


-9- 
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File Where Located 


100-28049-199 


_  Routi Slip a 
_ eae 6-18-54)” ast 


at. as An) GE 


| op Director Boy ALQ0-479TO.... 


i Title _NICTOR MICHAEL 
a >. ce ARNAUTOPF, was.; IS - 0- 
Sw vessssectowtesasventeatss testes see a 
3 0-5 «0 


[_] Clerk Oba 
ACTION DESIRED 


| [__TReassign TO coeeccsccececeesescerecn eee! CL Tinitial & return [ Topen Case | 
. C/JSearch & return Co Expedite 


L_Jsend Serials occccccsceccceeeene ("] Recharge serials (“I correct - 
a cesasesesestseanesasasesassesssseersusesees Lod Prepare tickler [cat me . 
C_Tsubmit report by ............. ee [__TReturn seridls - L lsee me 
secsstsestiusstieiusursuen L—| Acknowledge . [I Type 
[Submit new charge-cut [lBring file [1] File 
[Leads need attention []Belinquent — : 


| Return with explanation or notation as to action taken. 


| Rerep SA STANLEY F, FEWSTER dated 6/26/57, at San 
' Francisco. Enclosed are. new ‘pages five and nine of 
rerep, aS requested on. form 0-17 dated 7/10/57. 
It is also requested that Bureau copies of rerep, 
page 3, paragraph 2, be changed in ink to read 
' RAY MORKOWSKI, San Francisco copigs rare | 
: INS ‘being advised by letter,’ 7 


Ave mol 
REGISTERED 
Encis. 2 
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STANDARD FORM NO, us - an ed y 
Co | ( a 
1@ ffice Memorandum + ounxtrEeD sTATES GOVERNMENT. 


DAT. 


whe | DIRECTOR, FBI (100-7675) “september 17, 1957 


SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (100-6359) 


ee 


VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 

SH - C 

pl “4s 

AN, Pursuant to @ subpoena served on him by the .- 
: House Conmittee on Un-American Activities (HCUA), 

VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, accompanied by his counsel, NORMAN 

LEONARD, appeared as a witness at the 12/11/56 session 

of the public hearings of the HCUA held in San 

Francisco, at which time he invoked the Sth Amendment 

and refused to affirm or deny membership in the CP. 


ss The complete transcript of this testimony 
was furnished by the Washington Field Office on 
8/29/57 entitled Communist Political Subversion, 
Part I, and exhibits which were placed in evidence 
during interrogation of subject appear in a 7 —- 
transcript entitled Communist Political Subversion, 
Part II. De St - . 
' A copy of these transcripts has been placed 
in the Communist Library of the San Francisco Office, 
Testimony concerning the captioned subject appears on 
pages 6924-6931 of Part I and pages 8182-8185 of 
Part II. oo 


Investigation of the subject has previously 
been conducted and he is a Security Index subject of 
the San Francisco office. — 


_2~"Bureati (100-47675) (REG) 
1l- San Francisco (100-6359) 
WP Ne 


NO'd SEP 6498Fi00162 Page 25 


Report Form _ 
FD-2689, (5-12-85) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


am 


CONFIDENPIAE- 


ew 


TITLE OF CASE 


VICTOR 


REPORTING OFFICE ~ 


SAN FRANCISCO 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN. 


SAN FRANCISOO 


57396516, 2 PERIOD 


E 
0=29=5'7 13,6416, 20310/10, 11,17, 21, 23/57 
PORT MADE BY 

MAX H. FISCHER ~ 
CHARACTER :OF CASE 


TYPED BY 


MOW 


MTGREL aRIMUIOF?, Wase 


INTERNAL SECURITY - 2 C_ 


A fel, Bo 


ARNAUTOFF identified in August, 1957 as a ienber of Club 2, SFCCP, 

which absorbed Branch 11, SFCCP, during May, 1957. He attended 

five meetings. of the CP since of 1/57. Continues to hold position as 
President, RAS, and has’ been reported in attendance at four executive 
poard neetings of this organization since: 5/31/57. He has been reported 
in attendance at affairs sponsored by cis, ARI, and PW during recent 
months. 


AEG © 


pe 
adem % tp tals 
ar 


APPROVED 


, SPECIAL AGENT 


COPIES MADE: 


von 


| "| yaa 

| ons [60 = #ICTS= 194 
Cr BUREAU (100-7675) (REG) : 

baa = fk 
{ SBSHONS) SAN FRANCISCO (0-1331663)(REG), | gy 5“ "er RECORDED - 69 _ 

VS 4 | 
Ai ~ SAN FRANCISCO (100-6359) OS a iNDEXE! - 69 
7 rT AGENCY Ate 
|~ EBIOHYVGE REQ. REC'D ; 
= qi 


10. 0 


a _a tte Vy 
. and neither it nor its c 


£ 
ees 


{6 6% rae t co ate to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 
¥ 4 ff Ncovennment PRINTING OFFICE: 1955—O—362788 
“8, Wve 
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DETAILS 


In the interest of brevity, the following abbreviations 
will be utilized in this report: 


San: Francisco County 
Communist. Party - SFCCP; 


Communist Party - CP; 

Russian American Society - RAS; 

American Russian Institute - ART; 

California Iabor School ~ CLS; 

"Peoplets World® - PW. 

“AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

I. RESIDENCE AND EMPLOYMENT. | 
interview conducted by a Special Agent of the FBI, on October 21, 
1957, that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF currently resides at 1007 Washington 


Street, Colma, C California, and is employed as an art instructor at 
Stanford University, Palo Alto, California. 


It was determined by means of a suitable pretext . A 


II. ACTIVITIES. 


oss ss, Ae. OP. 
“SF THL' advised on August 5, 1957 that as of that date, 
VICTOR ARNAUVIOFF was a member of the SFCCP, Club 2, and further, that: 


he had attended five meetings of the CP held between the dates, May 1, 
1957 and. suly” a 19578 


onan 
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According to information received from SF T~1 ; 
on June 27,. 1957, ARNAUIOFF had previously been a member of Branch 11, 
SFCCP, which had been absorbed by Club 2 during May, 1957. ‘The ; 
Informant explained however, that members of the defunct Branch 11, \ 
occasionally informally continued to meet together for the purpose 
of discussing working problems relating to the Russian Colony in 
San Francisco, He explained this by saying that all former members 
of Branch 11 were of Russian origin and take an exceptional interest 
in local Russian affairs which do not necessarily interest other members 
of CP Club 2. 


According to infornatdon received from SF T-2 on ° 
June 25, 1957, a social was held on Jume 17, 1957 at 1235 = land 
Avenue, San Francisco, the shone of WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN, Chairman 
of CP, USA, District 13. ° The Informant identified VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 
as one of the persons in attendance at this social and stated that 
the announced purpose was to celebrate a recent ruling handed down 
by the Supreme Court of the United States which had reversed the con- 
victions of several California Communists -whd had. been. charged and 
convicted for violation of the Smith Act of 190. 


Be RAS 


The RAS has been designated by the Attorney Ceneral 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 1050. 


SF T-1 reported on Aligust. 5, 1957 that VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF continued to hold the position of President of the RAS 
and identified ARNAUTOFF as having been in attendance at five 
executive board meetings of the RAS between May 31, 1957 and TK 27 
1957. According to the Informant, the principal @bscussions during these 
RAS meetings had to do with fund raising affairs and social activities 
which were being ‘planned by the RAS during the coming months. - 


SF T-3 reported. on June. 19, 1987 that the RAS held a 


picnic on May 26, 1957 at 1101 Highway 9, South Cupertino, California, 
and further, that VICIOR ARNAUTOFF was in attendance at this affair. 
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of the United 5 


March 26; 1957, 


C. CLS | . 7 
The CLS has been designated by the Attorney General 
tates pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


According. to information received from SF'T-) on | 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was in attendance at a meeting of 


the CLS; held-March 25, 1957 at 321 Divisadero Street, San Francisco, 


CLS. During the. meeting, a number of persons.active in the affairs 


on 


which was for the purpose of discussing the status and future of the Lo 


of the organization, including VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, were elected to an 
advisory committee to study the financial and other problems of the 


school » 


april 19, 1957, 
meeting of the 
San. Francisco,: 


SF T+ reported on April 10, 1957 and SF T-5 on 

that. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF had been in attendance ata 
CIS held April 8, 1957 at 321 Divisadero Street, 
which had been called to discuss future plans of 


- gF T#¢ made available information on May 7, 1957, 


SF 16 on May 10, 1957, and SF T-7 on May 5, 1957,. indicating the CLS 
had sponsored a May Day celebration, which took place on May 5, 1957 

at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, which had been attended by 

VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, According to these Informants, the principal discussion 

at this meeting dealt with the recent action of the Intemal Revenue Bureau 
of the Treasury Department of the. Uhited States, in padlocking the former 


offices used by CLS and a discussion as to what 
the CLS to continue in operation. 


reflecting that 
present, at the 


held August 9, 


of the United 5 


\ 
\ 


SF T-k made available information on May 14, 1957, ° 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF had been one of a number of people 


‘ 
\ 


> 


steps might be taken by 


CLS office, 321.Divisadero Street, San Francisco, on \/ _ S 
May 10, 1957, for the purpose of vacating these premises. 4 


On August 13, 1957 SF T-8 identified ARNAUIOFF as 


‘being in attendance at a CIS meeting held at 150. Golden Gate Avenue, 


1957.6 
D. ARI 


The ARI has been designated by the Attorney General 
tates pursuant to Executive Order 1050. . 


=lyo 
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Se SF T+l on June h, 1957 and. SF T=9 on June 3, 1957, 
reported that the ARI had held.a.meeting.on May 2h, 1957 at. 90 McAllister 
Street, San Francisco, for the purpose of welcoming ENVER MAMEDOV, Editor 
of the "USSR", which, according to an inscription in its September, 1956 — / 
issue, is a monthly illustrated. publicationd?. the USSR. Embassy, Washington, \_ ~~ 
D. C, ARNAUTOFF was.one of the persons in-attendance at this affair. 


nny, en ere 


had attended an. ARI meeting ‘held September 13, 1957 at 90 McAllister Street, 
San Francisco, for the purpose. of welcoming Mrs, TAMARA ‘MAMEDOV, Cultural 
Secretary, and EUGENE ZAOSTROVISEV, Second Secretary of the USSR Embassy, 


On Septeriber 16; 1987 SF 1-9 stated that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 


‘BP a oo. 
’ The .P¥ is a West Coast Communist’ newspaper, published 
in San Francisco. 


Information has been. received from the following 
informants, that on June 16, 1957 ARNAUIOFF had attended a picnic 
held in Ross,Califomia, for the announced purpose of raising funds 
for the PW: - , 


SF T~3 on June 19, 19573 
SF T-S on June. 21, 19573 
SF T-7 on June 25, 1957» . . va : 
SF T-) reported on August. 26, 1957 that the PW had neta 
a fund raising social. and movie. on August. 25, 1957 at 1009 Washington © ° 
Street, Colma, California, the home. of VICTOR ARNAUTOFF. ARNAUTOFF was 
identified by the Informant as. having. been. in attendance. at. this. affair. 
_ ARNAUTOFF was identified by SF T-6 on. September 2h, 1957, ! 


as one of a number of persons in attendance.at a PW fund raising banquet, 
held September 15, 1957 at 1365 Market Street, San Francieco. 
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F. MISCELIANEOUS 


FOIA(b)(7) - (D[ 


) yO 
7 On May 2h, 1957 SF T-6 identified ARNAUTOFF as being 
in attendance ata social held. on May 18, 1957 at 1365 Market Street, 
which had as its announced purpose, the raising of funds for the 
National Guardian. 


According to a House Committee on Un=American Activities 
Report, entitled "Trial by. Treason", dated August 25, 1956, Page 12, 
the National Guardian isa publication “established by the American 
labor Party in 197 as a “progressive t weeklyeseeeealthough it denies 
having any affiliation with the Commmist Party, it has manifested 
itself from the beginning as a virtual propaganda arm of Soviet Russia.® 


The San Francisco News, a daily commercial publication, _ 
carried an article on page l, of the September 27, 1957 issue entitled, . 
ftPeacet, but Behind. Curtain Move Ominous Shadows". ‘This article 
reports .an interview. conducted by one of the news writers, DONALD CANTER, 
’ith VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, wherein CANTER describes how he had contacted 
ARNAUTOFF on several occasions prior to being. given. an opportunity to 
conduct an interview. According to the article, ARNAUTOFF originally 
promised to allow CANTER to ‘meet. the members of the board of the RAS, 
but at the time of the interview, only ARNAUTOFF and his wife were presents 
ARNAUTOFF was quoted in the article as making the following statement 
conceming the work of the Ras: 


‘The RussLaneiimerican Society tries to 
strengthen cultural ties between. this 
country and the Soviet Unione" 


ARNAUTOFF does not. see any potential threat from the 
Soviet Union against the American way of life, according to statements 
made in answer to CANTER's questions. 


He also made the following comment regarding membership 


} 
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and activities of the RAS: 
The RAS has no members, 


lectures. Most of the literature a 


the Soviet Union. 


When questione 


vessional Comittee as a member of the CP, 


4dentified before a Congress 

ARNAUTOFF stated he did not see how his “political. ideas and 
affiliations" should be binding on the RAS, 
intended to imply that the RAS was pro-Soviet 
object to having such a label attached to his organization 


-P- 
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but consists of seven board 


members and its activities are limited to library meetings and 
& the RAS is obtained from 


da concerning the fact that he had been — 


and that if the reporter 
Union, he would not 


a C — . . oa) 
JUSTICE 


! ; — - = —= nT 0 
t . ‘ . 
~ : - 4 


Sy 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to San Francisco, California 


File No. , 
October 29, 1957 


Sources mentioned by "I" symbols in the report of Special Agent 
MAX H. FISCHER, dated.as above at San Francisco, captioned "VICTOR 
MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF, was., INTERNAL SECURITY - @!, have furnished 
reliable information in the past. ; - 

This memorandum is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor 
its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which 
loaned. 


Bi. ee L 9 as oe ; 


“Gwe ) (P S ~~) 7 | 
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Office Memorandum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


To: : 


Director, FBI (100-7675) a DATE: 10=29=57 


FROM : ope Francisco (100-6359) 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF, wase 


INTERNAL SECURDTY ~ 2C. | fo (+f 


Enclosed herewith are five copies of report of 


'. SA MAX. H. FISCHER, dated and captioned as above, along with 


five copies of ietterhead memorandum relating to report. 


The Subject is included on the Security Index of 
the San Francisco Office and his SI Cards have been reviewed, 
and corrected form FD 122 is being submitted under separate 
cover. 


This case has been re-evaluated in the light of 
current Bureau instructions regarding SI subjects, and in view 
of ARNAUTOFRts current membership in the CP, it is recommended 
he be continued as an SI subject. 


A suitable photograph of Subject is available in 
the San Francisco file. - 


‘The information : set forth in this report, in which 
ARNAUTOFF's residence and employment were obtained through a 


' suitable pretext interview, was actually obtained by SA MAX H. 


FISCHER on 10/21/57, during which the Agent represented himself 
as a newspaper reporter in a pretext interview with ARNAUTOFF . 


This report is classified confidential because it 


contains information which, if disclosed, could injure» the security 
of the United States. 


oa 
mA 


p 


Careful consideration has been given to eath: source 


concealed, and "T" symbols were utilized in this report only in 
those instances where the identities of the sources mist be 
c ealede 
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The exact dates of CP meetings and RAS Executive 
Board meetings were not set forth in this report in order to 
protect the Informants furnishing the information. . These meetings 
were attended by very few persons other than the Informant furnishing 
the information and VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, and to set forth exact dates 
and places might conceivably expose the Informants' identity. 


“LEAD 


been 


SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION 
creatine emenatet ee ae e rnnS 


AT SAN FRANCISOO, CALIFORNIA 
* . ent eae ennirienanemaadaainaaeaial 
Will follow and report activities of VICTOR ARNAUTOFF. 


Identity Tate of Activity . File Number 
of Informant = _ and/or Deseription there 


"oof Information Located = * 
. — 


}, SE tl__ __________ Residence and Bmployment - Furnished orally. 


CP meeting - 5/1/87 ~ 
CP meeting = 6/3/57 | 
CP meting - 6/5/57 ~ 
CP meeting - 6/19/87 —~ 
CP meeting = 7/9/57 —“ 
RAS meeting - 5/31/57 7 
RAS meeting ~ 6/3h/57 
RAS meeting - 6/29/57 
RaS meeting ~ 7/19/87“ 
RAS meeting ~ 7/2¢/577 
ART meeting = 5/2h/57 ° 


SF p=2 S/S 


‘SF taQ PW social = 6/16/57 ? 


RAS picnic = 5/26/57 J 


os Due 


= . 
nn es 
Hes 
1006359 
Identity — / Date of Activity File Nunber 
of Informent _ and/or Description where 
eee of Information Located 
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SF TAG 


\ \ SF Ta? . 
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SF TR 


SF T=9 
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FOTA(b)(7)= (D) J = cre 


crs iieeting - ~ 3/25, OA, a 
CLS meeting = 1,/8 cave ; 
cS necting = 5/20/57 7 C4 
PW social = 8/25/07 


- GIS meeting = rh ep 2 
LS ting = 
Pw social © : 6/16/57 Wa 


CLS meeting ~ 5/3/57“ 
National Guardian ~ 5/18/57 
PW banquet = (9115/57 a 


GIS meeting - 5/5/87 
PW social - 6/16/87 


| 


ARI necting ~ 5/2h/57 
ART neoting - #131 57 


J) | 


REFERENCE: Report of SA STANIEY F. FEWSTER, “San . Francisco, 6/26/57 6 


% / : : : 
- [oy ~~ FD-122 
“STANDARD FORM NO. 64 Y C _ . ( 5-11-53 ) 


. . 
~~ 


- Office Memorandum - ‘UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


\ro Director, FBI (10047675) Ab DATE: 10/29/87 


FROM ake: San Bancisco (100-6359) Ss 
R 


ia S 
suBjecT: VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUIOFF, Wase 
Is -R 
an Card UT. Dp. . 


NOV 15 1957 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


* The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
——— changed’ as follows: (Specify change only) 
NAME | 
ALIASES 
NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN. 
COMMUNIST ___ SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE__ 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 
TAB FOR DETCOM __ TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX. 
DATE OF BIRTH __ PLACE OF BIRTH 


‘BUSINESS ADDRESS. (Show name of employing concern and address) 


Stanfo ity, Art Department, Palo Alto, Californ: 
KEY FACILITY DATA: S02 ~ LIC 
‘GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER 7 easronstoniii 7S — 
SARE ei eres 
INTERESTED AGENCIES ___ | _ NOT RECOS EB" 


. 24 Noy 5 7887 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS s 20, 


/ — 


—— ay. 
REGISTERED MAIL - fais 
so BY A ¢: 
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CONFIDEN AL 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF | INVESTIGATION 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN © ; LZ 


REPORTING OFFICE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


SAN FRANCISCO SAN FRANCISCO ()¥ 12/10/57 [11/29;12/5,6/57 

TITLE OF CASE \]JREPORT MADE BY TYPED BY 
oo SA.MAX H. FISCHER hp 

VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF, was. CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


eg /5 | 
OF") 


SYNOPSIS: 


/ il? 


ARNAUTOFF continues to be an active member of Club No. 2, SFCCP, 
and holds position as Presidént of the Russian American. Society. 


yi “He was observed in company of the First Secretary U.S.5.R. Embassy 
a on 3 occasions during the early part of ce Og 1957. Activities 
set forth. pe 


- . REQ. REC'D &- Bt yr 
P REP'T Tony. Ay he Ayn 
Cpe 
OKs Jew aren ; 
f 


In the interest of brevity, the ollowing OT sone 
will be utilized in this report: . |° 


DETAILS: 


San Francisco County Communist Party - SFCCP oo ; 
Russian American Society - RAS © OP oo 
American Russian Institute, Inc. - ARI 


APPROVED SPECIAL AGENT | 
IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 
| COPIES MADE: CY ed . 


_ file et beat one ; 
ra - 2 Bureau (100-),7675) LEM Wal ISIE KK 14. a 
ft - INS, SF (C-4331663) eins meee Gzmmean RE 7 

3 - San Francisco (100-6359) INDEXED - 18 


ro DEC 184957 | 


ot 
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RESIDENCE AND EMPLOYMENT 


Miss Lillian Owen, Executive Secretary, President's 
Office, Stanford University, Palo Alto, Californig, advised 
SA FRED ELLEDGE on December 6, 1957, that” VICTOR ARNAUTOFF currently 
resides at 1007 Washington Street, Colma, ‘CaTrifornia, a1 and is employed 
as an art instructor at Stanford University, Palo Alto, California. 


ACTIVITIES 
Communist Party 


San Francisco T-1 advised on October 21, 1957, that / 
as of October 9, 1957, VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was known to the informant [ 
as a member of Club No. 2, SFCCP, and further that ARNAUTOFF had 
been in attendance at at least two meetings of Club. No. 2 during 
September and October, 1957. 


Russian American Society 


The RAS. has been designated by the Attorney General of 
the United States pursuant to Executive Order 104,50. 


San Francisco T-1l reported on October 21,.1957, that 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF continues to hold the position as President of the 
RAS and identified ARNAUTOFF as having been in attendance at six 
meetings of the RAS during the months of August, September, and 
October, 1957. 


San Francisco T-2 reported on October 25, 1957, that 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was in attendance at a social sponsored by the | 
RAS on October 20, 1957, at 740 Creek Drive, Menlo Park, California. 
“This informant also reported on November 11, 1957, that ‘ARNAUTOFF 
had attended a social sponsored by the RAS on November 10, 1957, 
at 1007 Washington Street, Colma, California, which had as its ° 
announced purpose the celebration of the Oth anniversary of the 
Soviet Revolution. 


~2. 
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| Office Memorandum - : UNITED ST: ES GOVERNMENT 


To. : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-7675) DATE: December 10, 1957 


FROME, -SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (100-6359) 


: VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF, was. 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


(00: San Francisco) ) Caf!) -/ 


a Enclosed herewith are five copies of ie report 


He of SA MAX H. FISCHER, dated and captioned as above, along 


with five copies of a letterhead memorandum relating to the 
report. 


ARNAUTOFF is included in the Security Index of the 
San Francisco Office and his Security Index Cards have been 
reviewed and found to be current and accurate, 


This case has been re-evaluated in the light of 
current Bureau instructions regarding Security Index Subjects, 
and on the basis of his current membership in the Communist 
Party, it is hereby recommended that he be continued as ae 
Security Index Subpct, 

i A suitable photograph of ARNAUTOFF is available 
\ in the San Francisco file. 
This report has been classified Confidential because — 


jt contains information which, if disclosed, could injure 
the security of the United States. 


: 0B 41 a ial : | cae: : 


11/1/57 a.m. - DOUGLAS ALLEN; JOHN P.-MC HUGH; 

11/1/57 p.em. - THOMAS PADDEN, HARRISON FOX; 

11/3/57 - THOMAS D. MC GOLDRICK, JR., GEORGE B. DOLAN,. 
JR., CHESTER L. JACOBY, JOHN W. ORGAN, JR. 


11/7/87 = DOUGLAS ALLEN, HARRISON FOX, y 
ial 


a Exact datéscandcplates of CP meetings and RAS: meetings were. te 
sét forth in this report in order to protect the identity of | 
the informant who furnished the information These meetings were 
attended by very few persons other than the informant furgishing 


the information and the Subject, and to set forth the.. exact dates 


and places might conceivably mponee eg Ratormant! s: identity. 
eal (Encl. 10) (Reg.) | 


Biel a age es \ AGM 
: pps ar RN a! _ 


i . 
eee 


“SF 100-6359 
MHF:hp 


Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and "T" symbols were utilized only in those instances 
where the identity of the source must be concealed. 


Informants. 


; Date of Activity File No, ; 
Identity of or Description Date Where Located 
Source of information ‘Received 


SF T-1 CP Member and” . © “ 
CP Meeting 10/9/57, / 
1601 Diamond Street. 


“ CP Meeting 7 
Z W/U/ST, So 
[FOTA(b)(7) = (D) j--. 221 Noe Street 


"RAS.-Executive Board 8/14./57 
Meeting,--8/2/57, JS 
216 Pierce Street _ 


RAS. Executive Board 9/27/87 
Meeting, 8/31/57, Ores 
216 Pierce Street 


RAS Executive Board 9/28/57 
Meeting, 9/27/57, 
216 Pierce Street 


RAS Meeting, L0/U/57yf 10/21/57 
216 Pierce Street 


RAS Executive Board J 10/21/57 
Meeting, 10/11/57, 
216 Pierce Street mh 


RAS Meeting, 1o/18/s7id 10/21/57 
216 Pierce Street 


Co . - 2 - 
NW: 1 5047 Docld: 70000162 Page 42 7 a | 


SF 100-6359 


MHF :hp 

. Date of Activity 

Identity of or Description 

Source = of Information 

SF T-2  ¢* RAS Social, / 

10/20/57 
RAS Social, So - 

Y (11/10/57--- : 

FOIA(b)(7) -(D) }-- LEAD 


SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE. 


AT COLMA, CALIFORNIA 


Date 
Received 


10/25/57 


“at /t1/e7 


File No. 
Where Located 


Will “follow and report the activities of VICTOR MICHAEL 


ARNAUTOFF, was. 


REFERENCE 


Report of SA MAX H. FISCHER, dated10/29/57, at 


San Francisco. 
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, Nu . } 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JusTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 22 Federal Office Bldg., Civic Center 
File No. 100-6359 
San Francisco, California 


fo December 10, 1957 


Sources mentioned by "T" symbols in the report of 
SA MAX H. FISCHER, dated as above, at San Francisco and 
captioned, MVICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF, was., INTERNAL SECURITY - Cc” 
have furnished reliable information in the past. . 
i 
This memorandum is loaned to you by the FBI and neither 
it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to 
which loaned. 


MAX H. FISCHER/hp 


romero 
REQ. REC*D 21, 


REP' To FOR. 

BY pa ae ee 
De fea Phare 4 

EEE aw te Zz: 


Ke , Diets bi O/ eter Crrenbagy 


AGEN, y, D Sere ) 
fat CUS, Cee erp i / 


DATE FoRW, AZ 72a 

DEP Am me 
pel FORwW, BEE . 
BY a) 


oe ee _ : ne 


ne 
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Director) ” axl (100- 47675) 


SAC, San Francisco (100-6359) - a 

2? | re — on - : 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF of 
TS-C — 
00: SF 


Dr. JACK (BEVERLY MIKELL){ PATTEN, a member of the - 
Professional “Section of the. Communist Party of San an Francisco from 
1942-1947, appeared before a public session. of the HCUA in San~ 
Francisco on June 19, 1957 and in sworn testimony stated that 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF (artist) was a member of the Miscellaneous and 
Multiprofessional cell of the CP with Dr. PATTEN. Dr. PATTEN 
won a painting by VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, donated by the artist, at a 
party function. 


The complete transcript of the testimony of Dr. PATTEN 
was furnished by the Washington Field Office on September 30, 1957 


4and a copy of the transcript is located in 100-36985-1A (12). 


Testimony concerning the,captioned Subject appears on pages 1166-. 
1167 of this transcript. 


DOROTHY JEFFERS, a member of the Professional Section 
of the Communist Party of San Francisco from 1943- 1951, appeared 
before the HCUA on June 21, 1957 and stated that there were three 
artists in the Professional Branch of the CP, VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 
listed as one. 


JEFFERS' testimony concerning the captioned Subject appears . 
on page 1293 of tthe transcript. 


YO Investigation of the captioned person has previously 
\ been conducted and he is a Security Index Subject. - a) 


5) Bureau (REGIS) 


1 - San Francisco (100- 6359) 


LAS: AKP 
(3) 


63. JAN27 1958 


. . on , a Liaison - see Bey 
pal r ~ 2 a 
ae : Ur. Coakley 


& 


Dates —- Wty 23, 2958 


, foe. Assistant Chies oF Stats Inteli igence 
 '  Bepartment of the A 
Phe Pentagen. 


a .., Washington 255 2, 6. ” 7 


” Attenttons chhers Seeurtey Division 


Proms. | John. fdgar Hoover, Direotor a 
:  #ederal Bureau of Anventigat son 
bunjestr 3 utonnina ViCvon. ARNAP ORT. | 
poy SBCURIPY. MATTER a nar 


Referénes ta nae to. ‘the nenorandea dated 
vay &, 1958, from Office of the Aesistent Chief of 
Staffs Imtelligence; Industrial and Personnel Security 
Group, Fort. Holabird, Red tinere: BAe Marylandy your oe 
neference ae . | 


. ff: re egy: has Hever: been. the =: 
subject: of an invest dgation by thte Bureaus A review 
or ‘th Bureaute. aohanl aia nota iselose any subversive 
tnysoraal a wet 7 . . 


ff and Lyi utoyf, have 
the Department Of the Ariys, ee 7 a 


fhe #BI does’ not gontenplate: ‘eondiuating: an. 
investigation of subject at tiie tine and any investt=() 
gatton that. you might conduc. wouldsno éatersere. may 
the investigative responstdil ities. of: this Burress Ay 


l = Sdn Francisco :(Enelosures = 2) (See: note page 2) 
i + San Francisco (Victor Arnautoff-l100<6359) — 

1 = San Francisco (Lydia Arnautoff=100=21 344) 
2 - Los Angeles (Enclosures & 3d (ee note page. 2) 

ile 1l0OQm4 (Victor™ Arnaufagf) | 

i - = Bugite 106-4993 “(bydia Arnautoy) _ 

) BER Nor pve 47 26 757 7S. eee 
NoT =FCORDED — te 

170 MAY 2'7 1958 


ee el eer 
a eB 


Te 


3 


g-l 


[4 — 4285 


aRtCINAL COPY FILED I 


ay’ 


agotstané Chies of Stayf, Intelligence 


#lease furnigh the Fal with toptes og 
any reports in thig master. whtoh would he of 
RLCT ERE» . 


; Subjeot's Personnel @eeurtty Gueetior 
and Cortificate of Sonaffiliation. with Certain 
Grgantestions are being returnet heremith purauant eo 
your request. 


Enclosures (2)— 


naire 


ATTENTION GAGE 5 GAN pRane 160 AND LOS ANGELES 3 


Phe subject's perentas Vietor and Lydia 
Arnautos y's ere Security Index subjects who reside 
within the San Franctaco Divisions They have been 
extremely active in the Communtst Party and tn ' 
communist fronts for many years. Victor ArnautofSf 
was identified aa a Comsunist farty member as late 
ag thé Fall of 1957 and was: in eontact with the first . 
secretary of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republ ics 
Eubassy on three occasions in November, 1957. Lydia 
Arnautoff vas identified as chairman of Club Aimber 2 
Of the Communiat Fart, y in San Francisco as of Sunes 
1957, and active tn the affairs of. this. club as date 
as November's 19575 . 


: for &an Francisco's infornat ton, the Department 
of the Armyy. Offlee of the Asstetont Chief of Stasys. 
intelligence. Industrial anisPersénnel Security Groups 
Port Holabird, Maryland, requested the Bureau te conduct 
an fnueenigasean of the subject to determine the followings 


aw. Lhe past .and present rélationship between 
cubject and the renainder ef hie immediate Fanilye 


. Be. Whether: gubject: ‘te! cognizant of his parenta" 
activities with the. Communist Party and: ate 
(affiliates. 


es Subject's past and present pot itical procl tvities 
and ddeglogiess. 


. = ae 
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Agstotant Chies of Stay?, Intell tgence 


OLE £0 SACS, SAN FRANCIS@O AND tO8 anowtas Conran s 


purposes along with @ cony of ihe sping Mormational 
investigation eone ering the subicse! request for 
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5 ™, 

os { \ 
DEPARTMENT OF OEFEsE 

PERSONNEL SECURITY QUESTIONNAIRE 


INSTRUCTIONS: Two (2) copies of form will be exe- 
cuted by all employees being considered for access 
to CONFIDENTIAL information by the Contractor 
under the provision of paragraph 17c of the Industrial 
Security Manual for Safeguarding Classified Informa- 
tion. Five (5S) copies of accomplished form will be 
submitted by the Contractor when investigation for 


5 


NOTE. - PENALTY FOR MISREPRESENTATION - Title 18 United S 
5 years’ imprisonment, $10,000 fine, or both, to make s false etat 
to any matter within the juriedi ction of any Department or Agency of 
or employee herein which ie found to be incorrect, incomplete or mie 
“whoever faleoly and wilfully reproeents himeel! to be a citizen of the 


than three yoere, or both.’’ 


ms 
NA Form Approved 
Budget Bureau No. 22- R046 


22 Jan 1958 


clearance by a military department is required. TYPE 
OR PRINT ALL ANSWERS. If more space is required, 
attach additional sheets, identifying by corresponding 
block number. FORM WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED UN- 
LESS COMPLETELY AND PROPERLY EXECUTED. 
Questions which do not apply will be marked ‘‘None’’. 


tatoe Code 100! makes if a criminal offense, punishable by a maximum of 


ement or representation to any Department or Agency of the United Statoe as 


the United States. Thie includes any statement mowingly made by employer 


Jeading in any important particular - Title 18 United States Code, 911 states 


United States etal! be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned not more 


TO BE COMPLETED BY EMPLOYER 


TO: (Government contract supervisor) 


Commanding General 
Readquarters, Sixth Army 
Presidio of Sen Francisco, Calif. 


JOB TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF EMPLOYEE’S DUTIES 


TO BE COMPLET. 
1, LAST NAME - FIRST NAME~- MIOOLE NAME 


ARNAUTOFF MICHAEL VICTOR 
3. GATE OF BIRTH 4. PLACE OF BIRTHS ain 
Muisien, Manchuria 


7. MARITAL STATUS |8. SEX 


AL 


a | 
3 
oy JH 


NATURALIZED CITIZEN ONL 
15. FORMERLY CITIZEN OF WHAT COUNTRY 


Manchuria Nogales, 
17. CITY, COUNTY, AND STATE WHERE NATURALIZED 


Sen Francisco, Calif. - Derivative Ci 


22. 
a, PARENT'S NAME 


Victouw Michre Arnuortorr 


c PLACE OF NATURALIZATION 
. San Francisco, Calif. 


20. CERTIFICATE NUMBER 
4331663 (Father's) 


OERIVATIVE CITIZENSHIP 


NAME AND ADORESS OF EMPLOYER (If @ subeldiary, include name of 


perent company) BoensoneLehner Corporation 
11930 W. 0 c Blvd. 
Los Angeles 64, California 


CONTRACT NUMB OER WHICH 
EMPLOYEE IS TO EARED 


Mel 0092 ENG 3411 
SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF 


MATERIALS OR INFORMATION 
EMPLOYEE WILL HAVE ACCESS TO 


OF EMPLOYER OR OESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE 


JreceX DR. Sievert, Sec-Treas. 


ED BY EMPLOYEE 
2. ANY OTHER NAME BY WHICH KNOWN (Alias or maiden) 


RUN 
Ect 


S. UNITED STATES CITIZEN 6. SOCIAL SECURITY NO. 


\ 


Y, COMPLETE 15 THROUGH 226 


16. DATE AND PLACE OF ENTRY INTO UNITED STATES 


Arizona, 23 May 1931 - Visa #2743 
18. COURT 


U. S. District Court 


21. FORMER ALIEN REG. NO. . 


b. CERTIFICATE NUMBER 


4331663 


d. COURT 


Ue Se District Court 


{tS FORM ARE OBSOLETE. 


—_— 
BRANCH OF SERVICE SERVICE NUMBER FROM (Date) TO (Date) 


Sig.Corps A.U.S. | 39038587 ~~. |8 Feb 1943 REretodkss 
- () 6 Jan h6 


b. TYPE OF DISCHARGE 24a. LOCAL ORAFT BOARD (United States) AND ADDRESS b ORDER NO. ¢: SL Assirica - 
. 1ON 


25. RESIDENCE (List all placoe of residence from | Jan 1937, starting with present) 


STREET, CITY, STATE, OR OTHER POLITICAL SUBDIVISION AND COUNTRY FROM (Date) +0 (Date) 


212 Paseo de Granada, Redondo Beach, Calif. 

603 S. Redondo Ave., Manhattan Beach, Calif. 

52h Be Ne Francisca, Redondo Beach, Calif. 

7ll W. Juanita, Redondo Beach, Calif. 

939 E. Manchester Bivd., Los ,Andeles, Calif. 

1855 Fathom Court, San Pedro, Calif. 

1007 Washington St., Colma, Calif. 

7k2 Chenery St., San Francisco, Calif. 

S47 37th Ave., San Francisco, Calif. 

547 37th Ave., San Francisco, Calif. 
7546 Geary Blvd., San Francisco, Calif. Apr 1939 


26. ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERSHIP 


LIST ALL ORGANIZATIONS EXCEPT LABOR UNIONS ANO EXCEPT ORGANIZATIONS LISTEO ON OD FORM 46-1 IN WHICH YOU HOLD OR 
HAVE HELO MEMBERSHIP 


NAME ANO ADDRESS OFFICE HELO FROM (Date) TO (Date) 


Lake Merced Post Veterens Feb 19h9 
Colma, California . 
Congregational Church 1958 

of Christ Inc. 
California 


Saari toca teahe 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES VISITEO OR RESIOED IN 


city ANO COUNTRY . OATE LEFT U.S. OATE RETURNED U.S. 


RELATIVES 


LIST PARENTS, SPOUSE, BROTHERS, ANDO SISTERS EVEN THOUGH DECEASED. 


RELATION ‘ . ADORESS PLACE @ DATE PRESENT 
& (Enter ‘‘deceased’’.if no longer living) OF BIRTH CITIZENSHIP 


Victor Michael Armautoff | 1007 Washington St. 
Colma, Calif. 
fF) LOO] Washington St. 
Colma, Calif. 
212 Paseo de Granada 
Redondo Beach, Calif. 


Vasily Victor Arnautoffr 3333 N Street 

a Eureka, Calif. 
Jacob Victor Amautoff 1007 Washington St 

. Colma, Calif. 


29. EMPLOYMENT (Show every employment you have had since 1 Jan 1937 and account for all periods of unemployment) 
EMPLOYER AND IMMEDIATE SUPERVISOR TO (Date) 
Elec Tech | BensoneLehner Corporation | 11930 W. ic Bivd. 
Johm D. Currie Ios Angeles 64, Calif. 
TV Tech Purdion's Appliances 1317 Sepulveda 
Oliver itrienke Manhatten Beach,Calif. 
TV Tech Griffey Electric 212 So. Pacific . 
Root. Wade Redondo Beach, Calif. 
TV Tech A.T.Ae Stores Chas .Celb Hollywood, calif. 
Student Aner.TV Labs (school) 5605 Sunset Blvd. 
Hollywood, Calif. 
Radio Oper| James A. Forbes Expedition Wilmington, Calif. 
installer western Electric Coe Inc. | San Francisco, Calif. 


- Russ Covell 
(See Continuation Sheet) 


30. HAVE YOU EVER SEEN-ARRESTED, CHARGED, OR HELD B8Y FEDERAL, STATE, OR OTHER LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES, FOR 
ANY VIOLATION OF ANY FEDERAL LAW, STATE LAW, COUNTY OR MUNICIPAL LAW, REGULATION OR ORDINANCE? INCLUDE ALL 
COURT MARTIALS, WHILE IN MILITARY SERVICE. DO NOT INCLUDE ANYTHING THAT HAPPENED BEFORE YOUR 16TH BIRTHDAY. 
DO NOTSINCLUOE TRAFFIC VIOLATION “OR WHICH A FINE OF $25.00 OR LESS WAS IMPOSE LL OTHER CHARGES MUST GE IN- 
CLUDED EVEN IF THEY WERE Dismissi__ \ ) < 


ves NO IF “°Y@S'', GIVE DATE AND PLACE, CHARGE, AND OISPOSITION: saat 


31. HAVE YOU EVER BEEN PREVIOUSLY GRANTED OR DENIEO A SECURITY: 


CLEARANCE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, NAVY, OR AIR FORCE, BY 
E ATO R 


32. 1F ‘YES’, INDICATE WHEN GRANTED, WHERE, AND BY WHOM: 


@ GRANTED 


IF DENIED, WHEN AND BY WHOM[33. WHAT WAS THE LEVEL OF THE 
. CLEARANCE? 


4 REFERENCES (Give five personal roferencea, stating bueinces eddrose of all references, if known. Do not include relatives, former employers, 
* or poreone living outside the United Statea.) 


Wellington Lovell Brown 


Curtis Melvin Kelley 


Jenes flerbert Gade 


YOU ARE AN OFFICER, DIRECTOR, OWNER, 
OR ACTS IN A REPRESENTATIVE CAPACITY. (If none, so indicate) 


Hone 


CERTIFICATION 


| CERTIFY THAT THE ENTRIES MACE BY ME ABOVE ARE TRUE, COMPLETE, ANDO CORRECT TO THE BEST 


OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND SELIEF ANO ARE MADE IN GOOD FAITH. | FURTHER CERTIFY THAT | AMA CITIZEN OF 
THE UNITED STATES. 


SIGNATURE 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE? 1955 O - 328756 


CERTIFICATE OF NONAFFILIATION WITH CERTAIN ORGANIZATIONS | {7 PCR PRET 


PENALTY .—Eailure to anstwer all questions, or any misrepresentation (by omission or concealment, or by misleading, false, or partial answers) may serve 
woot basis for denial of clearance for access ta classified Department of Defeuse information. In addition, Vithe 18, United States Code 1001, makes ita 
criminal offense, punishable by a maximum of five (5) years’ intprisonment, $10,000 fine, or both, knowingly to make a false statement or representation to 
any Department ar Agency of the United States, as to any matter within the jurisdiction of any Department or Agency of the United States. This includes 
uny statement made herein which is knowingly incorrect, incomplete or misleading in any important particular, 


Form approve ed. 
Bureau Budget No. 22-R152 


DATE NAME ANO ADDRESS OF EMPLOYER 


22 Jan 1958 


BensoneLehner Corporation 
11930 W. c Blvd. 
_-_.-- __-—- as 


ANY OTHER NAME BY “WHICH KNOWN (-Ailias or maiden) 


Mikhail (FN 


LAST NAME-- FIRST NAME—MIODDLE NAME 


ARNAULOFE. MICHAEL VICTOR 


PROVISIONS 


The Department of Defense is responsible for assuring that contractor employees having access to classified Department of Defense 
These standards include consideration of -circumstances surrounding membership in, or association with, 


information meet security stundards. 
Complete this form by placing your answer (Yes or No) after each question, 
“Remarks.” 


organizations identified below, If your answer to any question 


s "Yes." furnish full and complete information under 


No 


Are you now, or have you ever been, a member of any of the organizations identified in paragraph T below? ——_ 


Are you now, or have you ever been, a member of any of the organizations identified in paragraph IT below? 


No 


Are you now, or have you ever been, affiliated or associated with any of the organizations identified in paragraph T below ? 


Are you now, or have you ever been, affliated or associated with any of the organizations identified in paragraph H below ? 


5. Are you now engaged, or have you engaged since 1947, in the sale. gift, or distribution, of any written, printed, or other matter 


prepared, seproduced, or published by any of the organizations identified in’ paragraphs I and Ho below, or by any of their agents or 
instrumentalities?- NO 
6. Have you ever submitted for publication material to the organizations identified in paragraphs I and I] below, their agents, or instru- 


mentalities ? Tb 


REMARKS (Use the space provided below and atiach additional sheets, if necessary, for a full detailed statement. Uf associated with any of the listed organizations, 
ipecify nature and extent of association with each, including dates, places, and credentials now or formerly held.) 


CERTIFICATION 
| CERTIFY THAT THE ENTRIES MADE BY ME ABOVE ARE TRUE. COMPLETE, AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY 
KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF AND ARE MADE IN GOOD FAITH. 


SIGNATURE OF WITNESS SIGNATWRE OR MARK O LaPLov — 
cE CG thew Wile alec C. ULLE CALL ical ff 


_ Michael Victor Amauto 


a” 

1. Membership, past or present, in any organizadion, association, movement, group, oF combination of persons, (1) which advocates 
the overthrow of our constituGional form of government, (2) or which had adopted a policy of advocating or approving the commission 
of acts of force or violence to deny other persons their rights under the Constitution of the United States, (3) or which seeks to alter 
the form of Government of the United States by unconstitucional means, . 


UH. Organizations designated by the Attorney General, pursuant to Executive Order 10450, as having interests in conflict with those 
of the United States are listed below: 


American Patriots, Inc. 
American Peace Crusade. 
American Peace Mobilization. 
American Poles for Peace. 
American Polish Labor Council. 
American Polish League. 


American Committee for the Settlement of Jews in Birobid- 
jan, Inc. 

American Committee for Spanish Freedom, 

Amecican Committee for Yugustav Relief, Inc. 

American Committee to Survey Labor Conditions in Europe, 

American Council for a Democratic Greece, formerly knowa 


Communist Party, U.S. A., its subdivisions, subsidiaries and 
athliates. 
Communist: Political Association, its: subdivisions, subsid- 
iaties and athlia including— 
Alabama People’s: Educational Association, 
Florida Press and Educational League. 


Oklaboma League for Political Education. 


People’s Educational and Press. Association of Texas. 


Virginia League for People’s Education, 


Young Communist League. 


Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 
Abraham Lincoln School, Chicago, Winois, 
Action Committce to Free Spain Now, 


American Association for Reconstruction in Yugoslavi . 
the Federation of Greek Maritime 


American Branch of 
Unions, 


American Chrutice Nationstist Party. 
JZoericna Coma.ittee fas uronean VF 
American Committce for Protection of Foreign Born, 


as the Greck American Council; Greek American Com- 


mittee for National Unity. 
American Council on Soviet Relations. 
American Croatian Congress. 
American Jewish Labor Council. 
American League Against War and Fascism, 
American League for Peace and Democracy. 


American Lithuanian Workers Literary Association (./+0 


fnown as) Ameribos Lietuvin Darbininku 
Draugija). 

American National Labor Party. 

Amcrican National Socialist League. 

American National Socialist: Party. 

American Nationalist Party. 


American Rescue Ship Mission (4 project of the United 
American Spanish Aid Commince). 

Amecrican-Russian Fraternal Society. 

American-Russian Institute, New York (ulto buown 4s the 
American Russian Unutitute for Cultural Relations with the 
Soviet Union). 

American Russian Institute, Philadelphia. 

American Russian Institute of San Francisco. 

American Russian Institute of Southern California, Los 
Angeles. 

American Slav Congress. 

American Women tor Peace. 

American Youth Congress. 


American Youth for OC KACY. 


INSTRUCTIONS.—One copy of this certificate to be attached to each copy of DD Form 48 or DD Form 49 executed by the employee, 


FORM 
1 FEB 56 


48-1 


REPLACES EDITION OF 1, ARR,5S.06 6+ °° 


Armenian® Progressive*League of America. 

Associated Klans of America. 

Association of Georgia Klans 

Association of German Nationals 
cinigunge). : : 

Association of Lithuanian Workers (also dnown as Lietuvin 
Durbininks Susivienijinsts), : 

Ausland-Organization der NSDAP, Overseas Branch of Nazi 
Party. 


a 


(Reichsdeutsche Ver- 


Baltimore Forum, 

Benjamin Davis Freedom Comniittee. 

Black Dragon Society. 

Boston School for Marxist Studies, Boston, Massachusetts, 

Bridges-Roberton-Schmidt Defense Committee. _ 

Bulgarian American People’s League of the United States of 
America. 


California Emergency Defense Committee. 

California Labor School, Inc, 321 Divisadero Street, San 
Francisco, Califoenia, 

Cacpatho-Russian People's Society. 

Central Council of American Women of Cevatian Descent 
(alsa bnown as Central Council of American Croatian 
Women, National Council of Croatian Women). ; 

Central Japanese Association (Bethoku Chuo Nipponyjin Kat), 

Central Japanese Association of Southern California, 

Central Organization of the German-American National Al- 
Vance (Deutsche-Amerikunische Einheitsfront). 

Cervantes Fraternal Society. 

China Welfare Appeal, Inc. 

Chopin Cultural Center. : 

Citizens Committce to Free Earl Browder. 

Citizens Committee for Harry Bridges. 

Citizens Committee of the Upper West Side (Neu York 
City). 

Citizens Emergency Defense Conference. 

Citizens Protective League. i 

Civil Liberties Sponsoring Committee of Pittsburgh. 

Civil Rights Congress and its affiliated organizations, in- 

cluding: 

Civil Rights Congress for Texas. 

Veterans Against Discrimination of Civil Rights Cangress 
of New York. 

Columbians. 

Comite Coordinator Pro Republica Eypanola. 

Comite Pro Derechos Civiles. 

Committee to Abolish Discrimination in Maryland. 

Committee to Aid the Fighting South. 

Committee to Defend the Rights and Freedom of Pittsburgh's 
Political Prisoners. 

Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy, 

Committee for Constitutional and Political Freedom, 

Committee for the Defense of the Pittshurgh Six, 

Committee for Nationalist Action. 

Committee for the Negeo in the Arts, 

Committee for Peace and Brotherhood Festival in’ Phila- 
detphia. d 

Committee for the Protection of the Bill of Rights. 

Committee for World Youth Friendship and Cultural E 
change. 

Committee to Defend Marie Richardson, 

Committee to Uphold the Bill of Rights. 

Commonwealth College, Mena, Arkansas, 

Congress Against Discrimination. 

Congress of the Unemployed. 

Connecticut Committee to Aid Victims of the Smith Act, 

Connecticut State Youth Conference. 

Congress of American Revolutionary Writers, 

Congress of American Women. 

Council on African Affairs. 

Council of Greek Americans. 

Council for Jobs, Retief, and Housing. 

Council for Pan-American Democracy. 

Croatian Benevolent Fraternity. 


Dai Nippon Butoku Kai (Military Virtwe Society of Japan 
or Military Art Society of Japand, 

Daily Worker Press Club, 

Daniels Defense Committee. 

Dante Alighieri Society (Between 1933 and 1940). 

Dennis Defense Committee. 

Detroit Youth Assembly. 


East Bay Peace Committee. 
Elsimore Progressive League. 


Emergency Conference to Save Spanish Refugees (founding 


_ body of the North American Spanish Aid Committee). 
Everybody's Committee To Outlaw War, 


Families of the Baltimore Smith Act Victims. 

Families of the Smith Act Victims. ye 

Federation of Itatian War Veterans in the U. S. A. Inc. 
(Associszione Naziowale Combattenti Italiani, Federazione 
deli Stati Uniti 2 America.) 

Fianish-American Mutual Aid Society. 

Frederick Douglass Educational Center. 

Freedom Stage, Inc. 

Friends of the 
Denutschlands). 

Friends of the Soviet Union. 


Garibaldi American Fraternal Society. 
Geurge Washington Carver School, New York City, 


New Germany (Freunde des Newen 


German-American Bund (Amesibadeuttcher Volksbund). 
Geeman-American Republican League. 
German-Ametican Vocational League 

kanische Beruf{sge-meinsehaft). 
Guardian Club, 


(Deutsche-Ameri- 


de Union Council. 
iberties Committee. 
also known as Nokubet Heicki Gimusha Kai, 
Nihonjin, Fieijaku© Gimusha Kat and Zaibei 
Heimusha Kai (Jupanese Residing in America Military 
Conscripts Association). 
Hellenic-American Brotherhood, 
Hinode Kai (faiperial Japanese Reseriites). 
Hinomaru Kai (Rising Sun Flig Society group of fup- 
anese War Veterans). 
Hokubei Zaigo Shoke Dan (North American Reserve Officers 
Association), 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization for Defense. 
Hungarian-American Council for Democracy. 
Hungarian Brotherhood. 


Harlem 


Idaho Pension Union. 

Independent Party (Seaule, Washington). 

Independent People’s Party. 

Indepéndent Socialist League. 

Industrial Workers of the World, 

Jaternational Labor Defense. 

International Workers Order, its subdivisions, subsidiaries 
and affiliates, 


Japanese Association of America. 

Japanese Overseas Central Society (Kuteut Doda Chuo Kut). 
Japanese Ove! Coavention, Tokyo, Japan, 1940, 
Japanese Protective Association (Recruiting Organization). 
Jefferson School of Social Science, New York City. 

Jewish Culture Society. 

b People’s Committee. 

h People’s Fraternal Order 
Jikyoku Lin Kai (The Couns 
Johoson-Forest Group, 
Johasoanites. 

Joint Aati-Fascist Refugee Committee. 

Joint Council of Progressive Ttalian-Americans, Inc. 

Joseph Wedemeyer School of Social Science, St. Louis, 
Missouri. 


for the Cris 


Kibei Seinen Kai (Association of U. 8. citizens of Japanese 
ancestry who have vetumned to America after awdying in 
Japan). a 

Knights of the White Camellia, 

Ku Klux Klan, 

Kyffhaeuser, also Known as Ky@hacuser League (Ay gf bueuser 
Bund), Kyffhacuser Fellowship (Aogdueuser Kamer: 
shaft). 

Kyffhacuser War Retiel (Xo gbseuser Xrieghshilfawerk), 


Labor Council for Negro Rights. 
Labor Research Association, Inc. 
Labor Youth League. 

League for Common Sense, 

League of American Writers, 

Lictor Society (Italita Blick Shirts), 


Macedonian-American People’s League, 

Mario Mocgantini Circle. 

Maritime Labor Committee to Defend Al Lanoon. 

Maryland Congress Against Discrimination, 

Massachusetts Committee for the Bill of Rights. 

Massachusetts Minute Women for Peace. (Not connected 
with the Minute Women of the U.S. A., Ine.) 

Maurice Braverman Defense Committec. 

Michigan Civil Rights Federation. 

Michigan Council for Peace. 

Michigan School of Social Science. 


Nanka Teikoku Guayudan (foaperial Military Friends Group 
or Southern California Wear Veterans). 

National Association of Mexican Americans (also known at 
Asaciacion Nacional Mexico-Americans) 

National Blue Star Mothers of America (not to be confused 
with the Blue Star Mothers of America organized in 
February 1942). 

National Committee for the Defense of Political Prisoners. 

National Committee for Freedom of the Press. 

National Committee to Win Amnesty for Smith Act Victims. 

National Committee to Win the Peace. 

National Conference on American Policy in China and the 
Far East (4 Conference called 9) the Committee for a 
Democratic Far Eastern Policy). 

National Council of Americans of Croatian Descent. 

National Council of American-Soviet Friendship. 

National Federation for Constitutional Liberties. 

National Labor Conference for Peace. 

National Negro Congress. 

National Negro Labor Council. 

Nationalist Action League. 

Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico, 

Nature Friends of Amecica (Since 1933). 

Negro Labor Victory Committee. 

New Committee for Publications. 

Nichibei Koevo Kaisha (The Great Fujii Theatre), 

North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy, 

North American Spanish Aid Committee. 


THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONS TO ANO DELETIONS FROM THE ABOVE LIST ARE ANNOUNCED: 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE ; 1956--O-379633 


No’ Niladelphia Forum, 
Ne Japanese Association. 


Ohit.edhool of Social Sciences. 
Oklahoma Committee to Defend Political Prisoners, 
Original Southera Klans, Incorporated. * 


Pacific Northwest Labor School, Seattle, Washington, 

Palo Alto Peace Club, 

Partido det Pueblo of Panama (uperssing in the Canal Zone), 

Peace Information Center, 

Peace Movement of Ethiopia. 

People’s Drama, Ine, 

Peaple’s Educational Association (incorporated ander name 
Las Angeles Educational Atsoctation, Inc), also known at 
People’s Educational Center, People’s Uni ersity, People’s 
School. 

People’s Institute of Applied Religion. 

Peoples Programs (Seale, Wushingron), 

People's Radio Foundation, Ine. 

People's Rights Party. 

Philadelphia Labor Committee for Negro Rights, 

Philadelphia School of Social Science and Art. 

Photo League (Neu York Giry). 

Pittsburgh Arts Club, 

Political Prisoners’ Welfare Committee. 

Polonia Society of the IWO, 

Progressive German-Americans, abo known ay Progressive 
German- Americans of Chicago. 

Proletarian Party of America, 

stant War Veterans of the United States, Inc, 
ional Committee of Citizens for Peace, Southwest Area. 

Provisional Committee on Latin American Affairs. 

Provisional Committee to Abolish Discrimination in che 
State of Maryland, 

Puerto Rican Comite Pro Libertades Civiles (CLC). 

Puertorriquenos Unidos (Prerte Ridans United). 


Quad City Committee for Peace. 
Queensbridge Tenants League. 


Revolutionary Workers League. 
Romanian: American Fraternal Society. 
Russian American Socie 


Sakura Kai (Patriotic Society, ov Chery Association, com. 
pased of veterans of Russo-fupanese Wor), 

Samuel Adams School, Boston, Mass, 

Santa Barbara Peace Forum, 

Schappes Defense Committee. 

Schneideman-Darcy Defense Commitee. 

School of fewish Studies, New York City, 

Seattle Labor School, Seattle, Washington, 

Serbian- American Fraternal Society, 

Serbian Vidovdan Council. 

Shinto Temples (linited to State Shinto cbotished in 1939), 

Silver Shirt Legion of America. 

Slavic Council of Southern California, 

Slovak Workers Society, 

Stovenian- American National Council. 

Socialist’ Workers Party, tneluding American Commitice for 
European Workers’ Retief. 

Socialist Youth League, 

Sokoku Kat (Patherland Society). 

Southern Negro Youth Congress. 

Suiko Sha (Reserre Officers: Avvoctation, Los Angeles). 

Syricuse Women for Peace, 


Tom Paine School of Social Science, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

Tom Paine School of Westchester, New York. 

Trade Union Committee for Peace. 

Trade Unionists for Peace. 


TrieState Negro Trade Union Council, 


Ubkeainian- American Fraternal Union. 

Union of American Croatians, 

Linion of New York Veterans, 

United American Spanish Aid Committee. . 

United Committee of Jewish Societies and Landsmanschgtt 
Federations, also known ay Coordination Committee of 
fewish Landsmanschaften and Fraternal Oreunizations, 

United Committee of South Slavic Americans, 

United Defense Council of Southern California. 

United Harleny Tenants and Consumers Organization. 

Linited May Day Committee, 

United Negro and Allied Veterans of America. 


Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, 
Voice of Freedom Committee. 


Walt Whitman School of 
Jersey. ee 

Washington Bookshop Association, ig eet 

Washington Committee to Defend the Bill of Rights. 

Washington Committee for Democratic Action, 

Washington Commonwealth Federation. 

Washington Pension Union. : 

Wisconsin Conference on Social Legislation, 

Workers Alliance (since April 1936). 

Workers Party (including Socialis Youth League). 


Yiddisher Kultur Farhand. 
Yugoslav-American Cooperative Home, tne, 
Yugoslav Seamen's Club, Inc. 


Social Science, Newark, New 


29. Employment 


Assembler Pacific Electric Mfg. 
Supervisor - Unlmown 


Unemployed 


Military Service 
Student 


CONTIVUATION SHEET 


Form DD 48 - Michael Victor Arnautoff 


South San Francisco,Calif. 


SUT 37th Ave. 
San Francisco, Calif. 


Mar 1946 
Feb 46 


Feb 1943 
Jan 1937 


Nov 1946 


Feb 1946 


Jan 1946 
Jan 1943 


oe ie “ye Mr. Gochnour . - 
gor - . 
SAC, San Francisco (100-6359) June ll, 1958 
Director, FBI (1000-47679) PERSONAL ATTENTION 
}) .-YICTOR MICHARL ARNAUTOFF ol SF ey, ue 
fj 2 : . . > . ‘ 
i/ 7 INTERNAL SECURITY = C eerie gh Xe Ve 
| 
FOIA(b)(7) - (D) | vs wa 
FOIA(b)(7) - (E) 
' . 
\ 
| | 
Nee 
A 
L X23 
a ~ 
(| Yeu are cautioned that iifermation received rrom|_ — \ 
VOL jis not to. be disseminated outside the Bureau sj | 
and should not be set forth in any investigative reporte 7 
_ Information from this source should be utilized for lead ' 
_ Purposes only. You must avoid any statement concernin: 
| the seone of the coverage in effect in this instanc oo 
a 
aad / Me NOTE: Subject is key figure San Franétsco Offices. He 
ij On 
Aesides Colma, CaLifornia, and is art instructor Stanford 3 
Urtiversity;~Palo Alto, California. He was president of o 
Tolson Oy, Russian American“Society San Francisco, as of October, 1957, 9. 
_ Nichols “%y, andautof feattendéd tCommunist Party meetings in September and 4° 
Boardman _- October, 11957; and was member of the Communist Party then Or! 
Belmont He has been Commyfiist Party member since 1946 and has been a | 
Parsons connectéd with various/ front groups. Immigration and as 
Roser Naturalization Service hasbeen conducting investigation re > 


Tamm —__ b oprye 

rots FD JUNG IOs pe cl26 Min Z£2 Coptinueiomme °) 
Tei oom —— 7G) Pou aa, My 2 de = wv AVS 
GandW van A haDooddu THOGO HE Y Page 56 , ag JUN 12 1958 ( 
yy MA ox. Rann 19 3G, Me Chun guner . 7 
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November, 1955. 


Letter to SAC, San Francisco 
Re: VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFT | 
1L00=4-7675 


NOTE ON YHLOW CONTINUED: 


possible revocation of his citizenship since 


| Her identity has never been 


established. Incoming is filedin 105-67845. 


-2- 


l 
[ Tolson 


| Boardman 
Belmont 
|. Mohr 
> Nease 
Parsons 


Rosen 
\ ‘Tamm 
'oyton By 


AMT MAIL R 


, 
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ae 7 1 - “yr. Gochnour 
l=- rr. Jackson 


SAC, San Prancisco (100-6359) July 10, 1958 


Director, FBI (100-47675) 
VICTOR MICHAEL’ ARWAUTOFF 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Your reply to my O-1 Porm dated 
6=26-58 states report on Arnautoff will be 
submitted by 7-11-58. 


Arnautoff tis key figure of your 
office. Ezxtsting inatructions state reports 
in key figure cases are to be submitted on 
siz-month basta. The last report in this case 
wag dated 18-10-57. 


In view of above, you should insure 
that in cases of this type in the | future reports 
are submitted on date due. 


t 


DRG@:aim yr 


(5) 


REC- 27 (O82 ¢467 ; WS 


1S JUL 11 1958 


& 
ag AWE 
ve sees . 


an 


aa a ee ee soe ee 


AIRTEL 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (105-62476) 6/26/58 
FROM: § ‘SAC, WFO (105-22320) | 

—_ 
(00: WFO) 


Enclosed are five copies for the Bureau and two 
for San Francisco of a letterhead memorandun dated and 


'- gaptioned as above. 


The following - informants were utilized in attached 
letterhead memorandum: 


en els 
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T-2: 


on is being made in regard to the mernbD 


No recommendat 
attached |. cock as VICTOR-ARNAUTOFF is a Security Index 
subject of the San Francisco Office. Submitted for ow 
‘information. | ra @ 
i3}- Bureau (Encis. 5) Ad } 
-~ San Francisco (105-5546) (Encis. 2) (Info) ? { 
(1 ~ 100-6359) (Info) Lo . Vy Se: 
2 ~ WFO X 
(1 = 105-3728) (ARNAUTOFF) é A 
WIC: blb : A x 
(7) / vA \a 
oo. - uo \, { 
a a 0G - ALOT? i” 
AIRTEL ho ont NOT: en CORDED ~ 
gre hon, 18 JUL 2 1958 és 
see - . : A 
Ln — al 
QQ INITIALS ON ORIGINAL et 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


f 7 
yg 


7 i - pOPE 03 Pp vA 
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ae ; ENCLOSURE 
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‘Report Foim De nani 
FD- 283 G 12 55.) 


_ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION - 


Reporting Office 
SAN FRANCISCO 
TITLE OF CASE . 


Office of Origin 


SAN FRANCISCO 


7/8/58 
Report made by 


THOMAS D, MC GOLDRICK, JR. 
CHARACTER OF CASE 


Pe ass oop 28 36/9,12,17, 
2 


Typed By: 
imr 


VICTOR MICHAEL GAuautoRR, WAS. 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Synopsis: 


ARNAUTOFF continues to -be an active member of Club No. 2, Inner 
Mission Section, SFCCP;*” ARNAUTOFF held office of President 

of the Russian American Society (RAS) until the Executive Board 
of the RAS decided in January, 1958 to temporarily suspend 
operations. Since January, 1958, ARNAUTOFF has been active in 
the RAS liquidation committee which is arranging for the disposal 
of RAS assets.~ ARNAUTOFP observed in company of EVGENI A. 
ZAOSTROVTSEV on 0/2 ana f/ 58.» ? ZAOSTROVISEV is Second Secretary, 
USSR Embassy. oT) Si fr 


- PX - Th¥1Sh ed 


DETALLES : I. RESIDENCE AND EMPLOYMENT 


Mrs, LILLIAN OWEN, Executive Secretary, President's Office, 
Stanford University, Palo Alto, California, advised Special Agent FRED R, 
ELLEDGE on June 30, 1958 that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF currently resides at 
1007 Washington Street, Colma, California, and is employed as an art 
instructor at Stanford "University La 


f 


Special Agent 


Approved 
in Charge 


“Do not write in spaces below 


Copies made: 


{5:8 100-476 2 
5 ureau ( 7675) {c= fshx663) (nn 


359) 


“T INS, San Francisco 
3 San Francisco (100- 


ORW. _ 


REQ. REC 
DATE ror je PEE ot 
nN FOR Pa 


: HO oF bs 


Rad Lelinentetheetatcontentninimy 
isFQRGOO 0 FOR PayeGt neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 


“wus. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1956 O—385319 
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SF 100-6359 
TDM: LMR/vem 


II. COMMUNIST PARTY (CP) ACTIVITIES 


The CP, USA has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 


San Francisco T-1 on May 12, 1958 advised that as of 
that date VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was known” to T-1 as a member of Club 
No. 2, Inner Mission Section, San Francisco County CP. T-1 further 
advised that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF had attended at least eight meetings 
of Club No. 2 during the period from November, 1957 to May, 1958. 


San Francisco T-2 on June 18, 1958 advised that on 
June 15, _1958 there was a spaghetti dinner given by the North 
Beach Club, SFCCP, proceeds of which went to the "People's 
World" fund drive. T-2 said approximately 65 people, including 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, attended this dinner. 


_ The "People!s World," formerly known as the "Daily 
People's World," is a west coast communist newspaper. 


III, RUSSIAN AMERICAN SOCTETY RAS) ACTIVITIES 
—T : 

F The RAS has been designated by the Attorney General 
fof the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 


San Francisco T- 1 on December 19, 1997 advised that © 

on December 8 x22, INORTSS sponsored a iecture ecture given by General | 
VICTOR “ARHONTORE. “which Was held at the home of 
CTOR AAUTOLE 1 Washington Street, Colma, California. 

T-1 advised that VICTOR ARN AUTOFF attended this lecture. 


Pomenpeateer 


The "Daily People's World," in its issue of 
October 4, 1955, on page“7, column 3, carried an item which des- 
cribed General VICTORY AKHONTORF as a former Czarist Military 
Attache..in. Tokyo,..Japan, and a member of the | Russian. _impéritat 
vaff.in World War I. ‘The article reflected that EVRREONTOFP “had 
“peen a United States citizen since 1918 and that he is a 
sympathetic and painstaking student of the Soviet Union. 


iNET TREN ATO CRORE ANT EOS TEE ATED ERATE RT LR ISTE NG REBA SER, RII aOR ATOR Finer ore 


San Francisco T-1 on January 14, 1958 advised that in 
early January, 1958 the RAS Executive Board, of which VICTOR 


va 
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SF 100-6359 
TDM: LMR 


ARNAUTOFF was a member, met and decided to temporarily suspend 
the operations of the RAS until there is a better political 
climate, According to T-1l, as a result of the above decision, 
the RAS liquidating committee was elected to arrange for the 
disposal of the RAS assets and the dissolution of the RAS 
corporation, 


T-1 further advised that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF continued to 
hold the office of President of the RAS up until the time it 
was dissolved in January, 1958, and that ARNAUTOFF was elected 
a member of the liquidating committee of the RAS. 


San Francisco T-l on May 26, 1958 advised that as of 
that date VICTOR ARNAUTOFF had attended at least seven RAS 
Executive Board meetings and one regular RAS meeting during 
the period from November, 1957 to Feb, 1 1958, In addition, 

T.1 advised that ARNAUTOFF had attended at least nine meetings 
of the RAS liquidation committee betweeh January, 1958 and 


May, 1958. 


San Francisco T-3 on January 8,:-1958 advised that on 
November 22, 1957 the regular meeting of the RAS was held. 
According to T-3, VICTOR ARNAUTOFF introduced CLARA SILVERSTEIN, 
who described her recent visit to the Soviet Union. According 
to T-3, CLARA SILVERSTEIN regularly attends meetings and 
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. 


unctions of the RAS. 


SF 100-6359 
DM: LMR 


FOIA(b)(7) - 
FOIA(b)(7) - 


(D) 


E) 


= PT 


SS | oe 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF “JUSTICE : | 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


; In Reply, Please Refer to a 
File No. 1006359 San Francisco, California 
oe July 8; 195 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF, was. 
ANTERNAL SECURLTS : =m ©. 


- ALL: informants used: in, the. ‘report of Special: Agént. 
‘THOMAS: D. MC GOLDRICK, SRey dated. and captioned | as above s 
have furnished reliable. information. in. the past. a, 


This memorandum. is: ‘loaned to you. by the FBI, and . 
neither it nor its contents are. to. be distributed. outside © 
the agency to, whieh. loaned. i coe. 
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"oi 43  « STANDARD FORM NO. 64 
ene 
P- 


Office Men. wandum « UNITED $T:;TES GOVERNMENT 
70, : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-47675) DATE: 7/8/58 
FROM SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (100-6359) 


SUBJECT: VICTOR MICHAEL GENAUTOFR, Was. 
Is - C 
OO: SF 


- Ené¢losed herewith are five copies of the report of 
SA THOMAS D, MC GOLDRICK, JR., dated and captioned as above, 
together with five copies of letterhead memorandum describing 


“Ps 
Oy ' informants. 


REFERENCE 
a fh 
Ale Report of SB AIAX H, FISCHER, dated 12/10/57 at San 
14 Francisco, 
U 
ADMINISTRATIVE 


The exact dates and places of CP meetings and RAS 
meetings were not set forth in this report in order to protect. 
the identity of SF T+1, the informant who furnished the infor- 
mation, These meetings were attended by very few persons other 
than the informant furnishing the information and the Subject 
and to set forth the exact dates and places might conceivably 

expose the identity of the informant. 


=~ LE 


{2 Bureau (100- 47675) (Enon 
3 San Francisco een 


218d Wee jes! 


TDM: LMR te" ~ RE 88h JUL 15 1958 


FOIA(b 
FOIA(b 


F, ; 
a 4 1958 
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SF 100-6359 
TDM: LMR 
SOURCES 

Identity Date of Activity Date Agent to 
of Source. And/or Description -Received Whom 

of Information Furnished 
SF OT-1 = Mtg Club #2 (Inner 12/3/57 ORLAND E. 

Mission Sec) SFCCP, FREEMAN 


11/20/57, at_3765 -. 
2ist, SF, Calif. 


— Mtge Club #2, SFCCP, 12/19/57 " 
FOIA(b7)-(D) |. go /57 at 323 Hill 
“8t., SF, Calif. 


Mtge. Russian Group, 2/7/58 " 
Club #2 (Inner Mission) 

SFCCP, 1/15/5845. ell 

Noe St. SF 


Mtg, Club #2, SFCCP, 3/26/58 " 
211 Noe St., SF on me 
2/12/58 ee 


Mtg Club #2 (Inner 3/19/58 " 
Mission Sec., SFCCP) 

held at 430 Hill St., 

SF on 3/5/58 


Mtg Gub #2, SFCCP, .4/28/58 " 
4/23/58 at 323 Hill 
St., SF 


Mtg Club #2, SFCCP 5/12/58 " 
held 211 Noe St., 
SF, 4/30/58 


Mtg Club #2, SFCCP, 5/12/58 " 
5/7/58 at 323 Hill | 
St., SF 


ARNAUTOFF CP member ‘~~ 
Mbg RAS Exec. Board 12/3/57 " 


216 Piece St., SF 
11/15/57 


\ 
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File Number 
Where Located 


SF 100-6359 
TDM: LMR 


Identity of 
Source 


SF T-1 (Cont.) Mtg RAS Exec. Bd 12/19/57 ORLAND E. 


FOIA(b)(7) = (D) f-----... 


Date of Activity Date Agent to 
And/or Description Received Whom 
of Information Furnished 


216 Pierce St., SF FREEMAN 
12/6/57 


Exec, Bd mtg, RAS, 1/3/58 " " 


12/20/57 » 216 Pierce 
St., SF -- . 


Exec, Bd mtg, RAS, 1/8 


1/3/58, 216 Pierce 


Stl SF 


RAS Exec, Bd. mtg 1/14/58 noon 
1/10/58 at. 216 
Pierce St., ‘SF 


Mtg RAS Exec. Bay ~. 2/26/58 " " 
216 Pierce, SF, oe 
on 2/7/58 | 


ARNAUTOFF Pres." 
of RAS 


RAS | | suspended operations a“ 


a 


“a 


Mtg. RAS Exec. Bd, 216 " " 
Pierce St., SF, 2/26/58 
2/1N/58 


Mbg. RAS Regular 12/3/57 "M 
411 Pierce St., 
SF, 11/22/57 


Mtg. RAS Liquidating 2/7/58 nooo" 
Committee, el . 
Pierce St., SF, 

1/17/58 


Mtg. RAS Liquidating 2/7/58 moos 
Committee, 216 

Pierce St., SF, 

1/24/58 


RAS Liquidation Committee elected 


NW: 15047 Docld: 70000162 Page 68 3 


File Number 


- Where 


Located 


SF 100-6359 
TDM: LMR 


Identity of 
Source 


Date of Activity Date 


And/or Description Received 


of Information 


SF T-1 (Cont.) Mtg RAS Liquidating 3/19/58 


FOIA(b)(7) - (D) |... 


Committee, 3/7/58 
216 Pierce St., SF 


RAS Liquidating 4/1/58 
Committee mtg., 
3/21/58 at 216 


“--.. Plerce St. ’ SF 


RAS Liquidating 4/1/58 
Committee mtg., 

216 Pierce St.y-SF 

3/28/58 oo 


RAS Liquidating 4/28/58. 


Committee mtg., 216 
Pierce St., SF 
4/18/58 


Mtg RAS Liquidating 4/28/58 
Committee, 216° Pierce 
St., SF, 4/25/58 


Mtg. re RAS Liquida- 5/26/58 
tion Committee at ‘ 

216 Pierce St., SF 

5/16/58 


Mtg re RAS Liquida- 5/26/58 
tion Committee 

5/23/58 at 216 Pierce 

St., SF 


Agent to 
Whom 
Furnished 


ORLAND E. 
FREEMAN 


RAS sponsored lecture 12/19/57" —" 
by Gen. YAKHONTOFF, _“ 


1007 Washington St., 
Colmagy, Calif. 12/8/57 
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File Number 
Where 
Located 


SF. 100-6359 


‘TDM: LMR 
“Identity of Date of Activity Date _ Agent to File Number 
source And/or Description Received Whom Where 
oe of Information’ Furnished’ Located 
SF 7-2 - PW benefit dinner 6/18/58 EDWARD C, 
given by N. Beach RUDIGER 
group, CP of SF on 
: 6/15/58 . 
SF_T23 - 11/22/57 -~ «1/8/58 ~—s*DONALD Lt. 
H | COFFIN ——— 
4 _ (written) ~ 


| Secondary docuiiéntation of CLARA SILVERSTEINs~ 


. LEAD 
SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE 
AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF, 


Will follow and report the activities of VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, 
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FD-305 (1529-58) 


oF 


1.[X_] Subject's name is included in the Security Index, 
2.(x_| The Gata appearing on the Security Index card are 
current. 
3.[ ] Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau, 
4 .[X ]A suitable photograph Ce) 1s [[_] is not available, 
5.[X | Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
instances where the identities of the sources must 
: be concealed, 
6.[_] Subject is employed in a key facility and 
_ is charged with security responsibility. 
agencies are . 


Interested 


7.LxX _] This report is classified Confidential because 
OIA(b)(7) - (D). . (state reason) 
OIA(b)(7)-(E) | [OO 
“otis | peel ace 


Le SFP T-1, Fir © 7-3 aot 
‘ ‘ at an : c fot tial 2 p A 
fe Shcdpz uh ESE Ff afifectine atone 
4 


8.[X] Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason ) 
Still active in CP and RAS. Informants report Subject 
is still a devoted communisés. : 


9.C_] This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card, 

10. x] This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) 

ARNAUTOFF continues to be active in the CP and Ras, 
both of which have been cited by the U.S. Attorney 
General under E,O. 10450, 


NW: 15047 Docld: 70000162 Page 71 


7 . ; ~ 
Nu § , ‘ Slo : 
NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


File No. 100-6359 San Francisco, California 
. July 8, 1956 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF, was. 
INTERNAL SECURITY - © 


All informants used in the report of Special Agent 
THOMAS D, MC GOLDRICK, JR., dated and captioned as above, 
have furnished reliable information in the past. 


This memorandum is loaned to you by the FBI, and 
neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside 
the agency to which loaned. 
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~_gae) San Francisco (100-6359; 100-2134) | January 2, 1959 


LYDIA ARNAUTOFF 
SECURITY MATTER - ¢ 


Immediately 
contact Passport Office in San Franciseo to determine 
if subjects have obtained current passports for travel 
abpeacd. If so, prepare appropriate letterhead — 
memoranda for captioned subjects which shiouild 

inelude background and pertinent subversive 
information. In addition, through your sources 
ascertain date of subjects! departure, mode of 

travel and,if possible, itinerary. Handle 

this matter immediately and advise the Bureau. 


NOTE ON YELLOW: K 
Subjects, husband and wife, in Security Index 
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ACSI-SI-I 9.5 SEP 1958 


MEMORANDUM FOR: DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
ATTENTION: Mr. Bornard A. Wells 


SUBJECT: ARNAUTOFF, Michae] Victors DOB: a: POB: Mukden, 
Manchuria 


1. Reference is made to your memorandum dated 23 May 1958, con- 
cerning SUERJECT,. , 


2, Inclosed for your information are the results of the interview 
with SUBJECT conducted by Sixth United States Army, ARNAUTOFP's case 
has been revolved favorably by Sixth United States Army. 


FOR THE ASSISTANT CHIRF OF STAFF FOR INTELLIGENCE: 
uighied 


2 Inel 
1. Oy Agent Rept dtd 
17 Jul 58 (1 page) 
2. Sworn Stmt dtd 
Jul 58--signed 
17 Jul 58 (10 pages) 
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“AGENT REPORT 


(SR 380-320-10) 
1. NAME OF SUBJECT OR TITLE OF INCIDENT 2. DATE SUBMITTED 
ARNAUTO?F:, Michael Victor  (U) 17 Jw Be 
Civilian : 3. CONTROL SYMBOL OR FILE NUMBER 
Bensou- Lehner Corp. 


Los Angeles, Calif. | ee _H6-115-001714 (2/S5ALV) 


4. REPORT OF FINDINGS 


(INZERVIEW WITH SUBJECT) On 1b. July 1958, Michael Victor ARNAU?OF:’, 
electronic technician, Benson-Lehner Corporation, 11930 West Olympic Boule~- 
vard, Los Angeles, Cali.ornia, was inverviewed under oath av iiis residence, 

212 Paseo de Granada, Redoniio Beach, California, concerning cercain informacion 
in his background. SUBJECT executed a sworn statement, attached hereto as 
Exhibit ,» which is summarized briefly as follows: 


SUBJECT is registered with the Democratic Party and has never supported 
any ovher party than one of the two major political parties in the United States. 
He favors and supports the present constitutional Desocratic form of American 
government. 


SUBJECT has no knowledge of his parents’ particlpation in the Comsunis 
Party (CP). He has suspicions that bis parents are sympathetic to the CP line 
due to political discussions with his father; his parents' membership since 1943 in 
the Russian American Society, a cited organization; and the fact that in 1952 an 
agent of the FBI informed SUBJECT that lis father was a card-carrying CP member. 
SUBJECT has never usked his parents of their affiliations because he does not wish 
to reject them if they tell him they are CP members. 


. SUBJECT feels that his parents have exerted no political int‘luence 
over him. Since his suspicions formed that his father was sympathetic to the CP 
line, SUBJECT has not discussed politics with him. SUBJECT stated that his 
parents allowed him to reach his own political conclusions and that his views 
are those of a loyal American in opposition to any CP sympathies his parents may 
have. 


SUBJECT moved to southern California to avoid involvement with his 
parents in San Francisco. In the past five or six years, he has had contact 
with them personally approximately once a year for a few days during the 
Christmas holidays. He and his wife exchange correspondence concerning fanily 
matters with his parents on the average of once a month. SUBJECT last saw his 
parents on a holiday visit to thelr home in December 1956. 


ere wat reyis Usk ONLY 
| | 


S. TYPED NAME AND ORGANIZATION OF SPECIAL AGENT { 


INAWep ms) ROBERT £. LAM, 1152h CzC Group (17) sf Rebert I. Demon 
JOHN L. ROSSHIRT, 115th CIC Group (II uf John L. Rogshirt 


FORM Pata te CRE Oa + 3, U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1984—O- 284854 
DA U . 52 34 1 REPLACES WD AGO FORM 341, | JUN 47, WHICH MAY ae is Ge ay rn : 
S ay ee 


———nantey, : . ’ ne 
“ — 


STATEMENT 


(SR 190~45-1) 
If deponent is accused or suspected of*aii offense he must be so informed and }. 


zt 


‘CEPONEE Last Naimb-Piret Mame~ Middle initie!) | SERVICE WO. 
OFF; Michsel Victor — ' 


eee tee 


TO BE BE COMPLETED PF PRIOR TO M MAKING STATEMENT _ 


ne URSFOAM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE, ARTICLE 31 (AND THE FIFTH AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES) (Strike out only if 
pecson making statement IS a member of the Armed Forces) (HAS AHAVE) BEEN READ TO ME AND MY RIGHTS THEREUNDER HAVE BEEN EXPLAINED TO 
we vy____ Robert I. Damon. WHO INFORMEO ME THAT HE 1S (A) (giyf————________ _ 
_____-Bepresentative __.__. ____.. . OF THE UNITED STATES (ARMY) at diblebnced /ne HAS INFORMED ME THAT THIS 
“1 STAYEMIENT (5 BEING TAKEN IN CONNECTION WITH THE INVESTIGATION OF — . myself oo a __ 


’ 


ol hl hed Wb edh Mdicés/ ‘serine out out worde between san brackets, if inapplicable). THE FOREGOING HAVING BEEN EXPLAINED TO AND BEING 


UNDERSTOOO BY ME, | VOLUNTARILY MAKE THE FOLLOWING ST&?EMENT. 


Mle ‘ aleall’ we ‘elo len. 


(SIGNATURE OF DEPONENT) 
STATEMENT BEGINSE a 
Damon 4) Wa The Départment of Army has cirecied that you be interviewed in regard to - 

certain matters relative to your request for a security clearance. As — 
you are perhaps aware, the Amy must protect itself and verify the 
loyalty, reliabilivy anij integrity of its contractor personnel. This tne 
terview is designea to assist the Army in pretecting itself and is not © 
designe:i to abridge your Constituti onal rights and privileges. This in- 
terview is not intended to inquire into your personal beliefs that ‘have 
nothing to do with the national security, out is designed to assist the 
Department of Army in determining your suitavility for a security. c i, cn 
ance. If you decline to make a statemgnt, a determination as to 
suitability for a clearance will have Bice wade solely on inf ation 
received trom other sources. Before we proceed I should like to advise 
you of your rights under the Fifth Amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States ana the protection granted you during interviews under 
military supervision by Article Thirty-one o. the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice. (READS THE FIFTH AMENDMENT AND ARTICLE THIRTY-OWE. ) 
In regard to your rights under the Fifth Amendment, in order to cleia.. 
the privilege against sel? incrimination by refusing to answer our quee- 
tions, an honest answer must actually tend to incriminate you in some 
crime or mist actually tend to subject you to some criminal prosecution. 
You cannot claim the Fii'th Amendment simply because you object to some 
of our questions on personal grounds. I assure you that you are accused 
of no crime. ané are auspected of no crime; that this interview is being 
conducted in an attempt to clariiy certain facts concerning your back- © 
ground and suitability for a security clearance. Are you fully aware or 
your rights under the Mifth Amendment and the protection granted you by 
Article Thirty-one? 
Yes. yy d. 

(continued): 


_ DEPONEIT'S INITIALS . 
| hd, 


—_— PAT#D__ CONTINUED” ” The bottom of each additieael 
mend and be identified se “PAG. OF ____PAOES.”: ; 


voR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
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ee ee 


ONE: 5 ea Seer 


panon: HHV/4 The  Depertinht of Army desires thet: thts ‘ind ew be conducted wader - 
oath. The purpose of the oath is to inerease the value of your state-" 
ment, through the added weight ‘of sworn teatimony, with respect to 
reaching a decision. Are you willing at this time to execute a sworn 
statement? ‘ 
Yes. (Oath administered by Damon. ) 
What is your full name, date and place of birth? 
Michael Victor ARRAUTOFF. I entered the country under the name Mikhail, 
but aft I etarted school I changed the spelling of my first neme from 
the Rv to the Englieh way. I was born oo iii in Mukdea, 
Manchuria. 
What is your residential address? 
212 Paseo de Granada, Redondo Beach, California. 
What is your occupation and where are you employed? 
I am an electronic technictan with the Benson-Lehner Corporation, ‘ whoee. 
main office is at 11930 West Olympic Boulevard, Los Angeles, California. 
When were you naturalized? 
I claim derivative citizenship through my parents became naturalized 
citizens before I reached my 18th birthday in 19 31 Me San Francisco, 
California. I have no papers of naturalization because of my derivative 
citizenship. 
(Hanas ARRAUTOFF a copy of DD Form 48-1, Certificate of nonatri1feton 
with Certain Organizations.) You have already executed this form ade- 
quately and properly. However, would you please reread the names of the 
orgenizationg listen on this Form 48-1, to make yoursel: familiar withy, 


(continued) 
AFFIDAVIT BY DEPOMENT 


1! Michael gael Victor ARNAUTOFT _ Mb Ab! Yel hd ida cave (HAVE READ) THIS STATEMENT WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 
OWE (1) AND ENOS OW PAGE wpace O11 [ FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT. |! HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE 


IMITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE WHICH CONTAINS STATEMENT MATTER. THIS STATEMENT WAS MADE BY ME FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR 
REWARD, WITHOUT THREAT OF PUNISHMENT. AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, OR UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT. 


(SIGNATURE OF DEPONENT) 


SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME THIS / éLony OF inlay. 19 SO ar. West “ohn 


WITNESSED BY: 


VL K leah TP 


/ JOHN L. RUSCHLAT 


U. S. ARMY REPRESENTATIVE 


(AUTHORITY TO ADMINISTER OATHS) 
RIGHTS UNDER UCM), ARTICLE 31, ANO THE FIFTH AR AMENDMENT TO THE SOMSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES 


No person subject to this code shall compel any person to incriminate himself or to answer any question the answer to which may tend to 
incriminate him. No person subject to this code shall interrogate, or request any statement from, an accused or # person suspected of an offense 
without first informing him of the nature of the accusation and advising him that he does not have to make any statement regarding the offense 
of which he is accused or suspected and that any statement made by him may be used as evidence against him in a trial by court-martial. No 
persona subject to this code shall compel any person to make a statement or produce evidence before any military tribunal if the statement or evi- 
dence is not material to the issue and may tend to degrade him. No statement obtained from any person in violation of this article, or through the 
use of coercion, unlawful influence, or unlawful inducement shall be received in evidence against him in a trial by court-martial. 


The fifth amendment to the Constitution of the United States provides that no person shall be compelled in a any criminal case “to be a witness 
Agnins: himself.” 


OLPONEMT'S INTTLIALS 


STATEMENT OF Michael Victor ‘ARR LOR ~ 
14 July 1958 (continued) 


mil 


ARNAUTOF?P: 
Damon: 


ARNAUTOFF: 


Damon: 


ARNAUTOFF: 
Damon: 
ARNAUTOFP: 


Damon: 
ARNAUTOFF: 


* Daman: 
ARNAUTOFF: 


Caen av neaonav Oeacity Oa i weg? eae 


cS 


‘ e 


the names? \— (ARNAUTOFF reads list. ) Are youuu or have you ever been 
affiliated or associated with any organization listed on DD Form 48-1? 
No. 

Are you now associated with or have you ever associated with any indi-. 
viduals, including relatives, who you know or have reason to believe 
are or have been members of any of the organizations listed? 

Yes. My father, and I believe, my mother are members of the Russian 
American Society (RAS), which appears on the list. There also was an 
employee at Benson-Lehner Corporation who told me he was experiencing 
difficulty in getting a clearance since sameone had ances et he 
belonged to some of the groups on the list. The man, 

Barefoot, was laid off from work in December 1957. I Son’ t really 
know the details surrounding his trouble in getting a security clear- 
ance. There is no one else that I recall who was or is a member of 
any of the organizations. : 

Are you now associated with, or have you ever associated with any 
individuals, including relatives, who are not members, but who are 

or have been associated with any of the organizations listed? 

No. 

What is your father's full name and where is he presently located? 

My father's name is Victor Michael Arnautoff. He resides at 1007 
Washington Street, Colma, California, and is presently Professor of 
Graphic Arts at Stanford University, Palo Alto, Californta. : 

What is your mother's full name and where is she located? 

Her name is Lydia Vasilievna Arnautoff, nee Blonsky. She resides with 
my~father in Colma, California. I believe that she is employed, but 

I do not know where. 

When did you last see your parents? 

During the holidays between Christmas 1956 and New Year's 1957. My 
wife, daughter, and I spent three or four days with my parents in 

San Francisco. I'm sure it has been at least 18 months since I last 
saw my parents. - ; . 

How much contact have you had with your parents since 19557 

Usually, I have visited my parents once a year during the Christmas 
holidays for. the past five or six years. Or sometimes my parents visit 
us here at my home. But I'd say that I have had personal contact with 
my parents only once a year. We exchange correspondence on the ave 

of once’ a month. Actually my wife does the writing for us and ny iér - 
writes the letters for herself and my 
What type of correspondence do you or 
and they with you? 

Normally, just news of the family and neighbors and friends. 
describe it as being non-political in content. 

Are ef, of your parents members of the Communist Party (CP)? 

I none ty don't know. Neither has ever told me that they belonged to 


the CP. At | Wi 


Pik vise conduct with your parents, 


I would 


(continued) 
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STATEMENT OF Michael Victor ARRAUTOFF, taken av neusius worn, -—- 
1k July 1958 (continue 
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Damon: - Rave you any reason to believe that either of your parents is a member 
of the CP? 
ARNAUTOFF: I really don't know. Frankly the thought has come to me that maybe they 
are. I've always been afraid to ask them whether they are CP members. 
Damon: What has given you reason to suspect that your parents are CP members? 
APNAUTOFT: In 1952 an agent of the FBI, a Jack Kelleher, of Monterey, California, 
visited me in San Francisco to inquire about a trip I had taken out of 
the country. During the course of our conversation, he asked me whether 
T was aware that my father was a card holding Communist. I said, "Ko," 
ana asked him if ny father was a CP card-holder. He answered, "Yes." 
My father asked me later whether I had been visited by the FBI. I don't 
know how he learned of the agent's visit to me. I told my father that 
the FRI wanted some information about a trip I had taken out of the 
country and never mentioned anything about what the agent had said con- 
cerning my father. 
What other incidents have given you reason to suspect your parents’ poli- 
tical views? 
Their membership in the RAS. And two or three years ago my father was 
involved in an incident over a cartoon he drew of Richard Mixon. He 
made a lithograph cartoon of Nixon, political in nature, that was detri- 
mental to Nixon. He exhibited the cartoon at an outdoor art show in 
San Francisco. The cartoon was so unfavorable to Nixon that the head 
of the art show had the cartoon removed from exhibition. My father made 
a stir about the removal of his cartoon, and eventually the story of 
the political cartoon and my father's objections to its removal got 
into the newspapers, even as far away as London. Also, the neighbors 
spoke of inguirie Pps concerning my parents by the FBI, which would 
indicate some susfh on of my parents. 
Why have you been afraid to ask your parents if they are CP members? 
I'd rather not know. I guess that I'm afraid that my father would say 
yes if I asked him and I don't want to know. After all, they are my 
parents, the only parents I'll ever have, as wrong as they may be. I 
guess I can only hope that one day they will change. I told them that 
my wife and I believe in the Bible and Christ and that we can't accept 
Communism. I feel my parents may be tremendously misled, but, as I say, 
they are my parents and I can't reject them. , ~ 
Do you feel that your parents are sympathetic to the CP? 
I guess they are, or so it seems. They must be if they support the RAS 
which is listed on the form you gave me. 
When did your father first become a member of the RAS? 
Sometime during World War II. It must have been shortly after I entered 
military service in 1943. He joined the RAS in San Francisco, California. 
What is the purpose of the group? 
My father told me that it is a cultural group organized for the exchange 
of literature and music. I guess he considers it to be a national group, 
much like the Italian or German people gather together for cultural 
exchange. ; 
What offices does or did your father hold in the Ras? W/Z 


(continued) 
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STATEMENT OF Michel Victor ARNAUTOFF, taken at Redondo Beach, California, on: 

14 July 1958 n continued) 

HTK 

ARNADTOFF: He has been president on occasion, but I don't know whether he is 
president of the group now, or what other office he may hola. — 

Damon: Is your mother a member of the RAS? 

ARNAUTOFF: I assume ‘she is. I don't know with certainty. 

Damon: What meetings of the RAS have you attended? 

ARWAUTOFF: I naven't attended any meetings of the RAS. Between 1946 and 1947, 
between the time I got out of the service and the time I got married, 
I attended one or two dinners sponsored by the RAS at my parents’ 
invitation. 
What occurred at the dinners? 
The Russian women cooked Russian food, like borscht. After everyone 
had eaten, they would hold their meeting. I never attended any of the 
meetings. I left before they began. I was not interested in the group, 
their idea of cultural exchange, or their discussions. I'm not puch 
of an organizational joiner, anyway. Mili 
What literature of the RAS did you ever receive or Rad? 
Occasionally, my father sends me books published in Russia and distributed 
through the RAS, perhaps one book every couple of years. I don't pay too 
much attention to them. I have never received any pamphlets, magazines, o 
newspapers published by the RAS. For that matter, I have never received 
any literature published by any organizations listed on the forn you gave 
me : 


Did your parents ever invite you to join the RAS? 
Not that I recall. However, I moved down here to Southern California 
to get away from my parents in San Francisco. This way I don't have 
to know or worry about what they are doing and their activities cannot 
have any effect upon me or involve me. 
Have you ever heard either of your parents mention the New Fra Club, 
the Russian Club, the Eleven Branch, Club Number 2, or the Joe Hill 
Branch? og 
No. But those names certainly sound like the names of secret societies. 
Are either of your parents members of or assoclated with the American 
Russian Institute (ARI)? 
The nese sounds familiar but I'm not sure of my parents connection with 
ARI. TI really don't know. 
either of your parents members of or associated with the California 
Labor Sehool (CLS)? 
ARRAUTOFF: I have heard them mention the CLS and possibly I may have seen some 
Bofreeee “rom the CLS but I don't know of any connection of my parents 
CLS. 


Damon: ‘Are your parents members of or associated with the San Francisco Council 
of Arts, Sciences and Professions? 

ARNAUTOFF: I don't know. 

Damon: Are your parents members of or associated with the Civil Rights Congress? 

ARNAUTOFF: I don't know. 

Damon: Are or were your parents members of or associated with the San Francisco 
Committee to Sec&té" Justice for the Rosenbergs? Jy iy 
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STATEMENT OF Michael Victor ARNAUTOFF, taken at Redondo Beach, California, on 
14 July 1958 (continued), 

AWA 

ARNAUTOFF: I don't know. 
Damon: Heya 2 parents members of or associated with the California Emergency 

Penge Committee? 

ARNAUTOFF: I don't know. 

Damon: Are your parents members of or associated with the Northern California 
Peace Council? 

ARNAUTOFF: I don't know. 

Damon: Are your parents members of or associated with the Independent Progressive 
Party? 

’ ARRAUTOFF: I don't know. 

Despon: Are your parents members of or associated with the Committee for the 
Protection of the Foreign Born? ; 

ARNAUTOFF: I don't know. 

Damon: Are your parents members of or associated with the Lithuanian Literary 
Society or the American Lithuanian Workers Literary Society? 

ARNAUTOFF: I don't know. 

Damon: fas your father ever been associated with any of these organizations or 
others, including the publication The Daily People’s World (DPW) as a 
contributor or sponsor of fund-raising projects through the sale of his 
art works? 

I don't iinew. 

Were either of your parents participants in the American Continental 
Congress for Worle APES held in Mexico City, in 1949? 

I recall that bot my parents went to Mexico to attend some sort of 
convention some years ago, but I know nothing of the conference that was 
hela, and recall nothing concerning their trip beyond the fact that my 
father became sick during the trip and had to return home. 

Was your mother ever employed by the San Francisco Ship Supply Company? 
I could not say. I don't know. 

Was your mother ever employed with the Soviet Government Purchasing 
Commission? 

I don't know. | 

Was your mother ever employed by the Amtorg Trading Company (ATC)? 

I believe the ATC was an import company that imported Russian-made 
goods, and had an office in San Francisco. I believe my mother worked 
for ATC in secretarial work about the time of the San Francisco 
Exposition in 1939, but I recall no details about her work or the 

ATC. 

What association have your parents had with members of the Soviet 
consulate or with other officials of the Soviet government? 


? Aout puew Hila. 


(continued) 
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BTATEMENT OF Michael Victor ARNAUTOFF, taken at Redondo Beach, California, on 
1k July 1958 (continued) 


Damon: ./f/,7-What are your father's present organizational affiliations? 

ARRAUTOFF: I, assume he is still a member of the RAS. I know of no other 
organizations to which he belongs. 

Deonon: . What are your mother's present organizational affiliations? 

ARNAUTOPF: I assume that she is a wember of the RAS. I know of no other organiza-~ 
tions to which she belongs. ; 

Damon: What are your parents’ present political views? 

ARNAUTOFF: I don't know. The last I knew, in 1948, both my mother and father were 
registered with the Democratic Party. My parents and I don't discuss 
politics. 

Damon: Have you ever heard either of your parents express any views which could 
be construed as opposing the best interests of the United States? 

ARNAUTOFF: Not that I recall. I've never interpreted anything he has said as 
opposing the best interests of the United States. 

Damon: Have you ever heard either of your parents express any views which oppose 
our constitutional form of Democratic government? 

Not Res ’ 
Wheat pAttical discussions have you had with your parents? 

My father and I got into some real bad arguments some years ago over 

politics. We didn't agree. He called me a reactionary and claimed that’ 

I was narrow minded and did not want to see the truth. Since those angry 

discussions, he and I have an unspoken agreement not to discusépotitics. - 

We don't discuss politics because we don't agree. _ 

What is it that you don't agree upon? 

Basic things. He is Russian. He continues to hold some regard for the 

old country and believes that the present form of government in Russia 

is the best in the world and speaks of it in glowing terms. I asked 

him about the prisons and the police. He can't convince me that people 

are no longer avaricious.in Russia because they are supposedly equal. 

He answers that there are no prisons in Russia, that no one steals 

because they all have plenty. I can't accept that argument. Our dias- 

cussions and disagreements were about things like that. I think, at 
least I hope, that perhaps my father will be shaken in his views by the 
changes. that have taken place in Russia recently. Of course, I don't 

Know whether he's changed or NOt tice | 

What political advice have your parents given you? | 

Occasionally, around election time, they will send me political tracts or 

suggest a particular candidate that they or the RAS are sponsoring or 

supporting. I recall in a recent election, they encouraged me to support 

& man-~I think his name was Brown--as head of the California School System. 

What candidates have you supported who were suggested by your parents? 

None. JI did not support the man Brown, for instance, because after 

reading the pamphlets my parents sent me, I came to the conclusion the 

man was not qualified for the position. I usually vote for the man I 

think qualified, not because of his association with a particular party 

or because someone recommends him highly. /#/)/- 


(continued) 
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F Michael Vietor ARNAUTOFF, taken at Redondo Beach, California, on 


a 


14 July 1958 (continued) 


Damon: . 
ARNAUTOFP: 


Damon: 
ARNAUTOFF: 


What literature have your parents sent to you? 

As I said earlier, they occasionally send me Russian books that they 
receive through the RAS. asional political ny ae come 
about election time. They send Russian story books to my wenter. The 
books fran RAS are usually about Russia. I think one was called Thro 

the Soviet Union. He sent me one recently which I have on my book shelf, — 
called Steel and Slag, by V. Popov. I haven't read it and probably never 
will. , 


So far as the books that they ge yt 
and I lock through them, if t - 
ur daughter read them. Tf they seen 
‘from her and eventually get rie of | 
1€y send me, well, I don’t read ther and 
usually get rid of then, although I don't like to burn or throw away 
books. Anyway, I don't like what ts in the books. 
What do you object to in the books? ; 
Sime I was young, I've been an avid reader. While I was living with 
my parents I useé@ to read all the Russian books which were translated 
into Fnglish. Rut the stories get a little repetitious and unreadable. 
For instance, the book on my shelf, acx: ee Slag. It's probably a 
spy story concerning a White Russian tn ition to the government. 
The White Russian will either be brain washed or die suddenly. All 
Russian stories seem to go this way. Any crimi He Russia ise a counter~ 
revolutionary. After a time this pattern gets fhondtonous. Besides, I've 
been brought up in American public schocls and my ideas are not those 
which are contained in the Russian books. 
Did you ever have any contact with the DPW, the Detly Worker, New Masses, 


- Or Mainstreams? Awl. 
eens tre ams 4 


I recall seeing them around his house. I don't ever recall reading“é 


seeing the others. 
How frequently dia vou read the DPW or New Masses? 
Occasionally I would thumb through New Masses, which I recall came 

I never did anything more than Blance through it, looking 
at the cartoons, most of which were quite vicious politically. I 
occasionally read the DPW, but I did not like the paper since I found 
little in it that WaS praise worthy. Usually the DPW was shouting or 
sneering at someone or about some issue. It Slanted the news and. gave 
one-sided viewpoints. Tf preferred the San Francisco Chronicle which 
I read deily, since it gave @ more balanced view of the news. 
How great an influence do you feel your parents have exerted over you 
politically? 
If enything, thetr influence has driven me to a point Opposite their 
views. In ways, I think their having Russian books and papers like the 
DPW around wa Lhe best thing that ever happened to me. It gave me a 
balanced view hei y in life. The continuea harping and complaining of 
the DPW and other literature about the oppression of minority racial. and 
national groups, and so forth, sickened me. Tf did not want to have any 


thing to do with that type of thinking. In many ways, my knowledge oe UGE 


I believe my father may have subscribed to the DPW and New Masses, ah use 


—_, 


Cranttenn gai) 
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STATEMENT OF Michael Vis. sr ARNAUTOFF, taken at Redondo Bh, California, on 
1h July 1958 (continued) 


Alte Russian literature and progressive literature, strengthened my own 

beliefs in American Democracy. 

Demon: Did your parents ever attempt to exert any influence over you to join 
any organizations or follow any political ideologies? 

ARNAUTOFF: No. They always left us to do our own choosing. Our parents told us 
that we must choose for ourselves what was right and wrong. I guess, 
if my parents ever intended for my brothers and me to follow their 
beliefs, that we fooled them because ooth my brothers think like I do 
and cannot accept or support my parents' beliefs. 
What is your opinion of Communism? 
I don't think it is a workable system. The CP and its ideology con- 
sider every person to be equal and consequently believe that all people 
think and act the same way. Thus it believes that everything can be 
put in one pot from which everyone gets an equal share. The system does 
not take into account the fact that each person is an individual hum 
being, who is naturally aggressive and different from every other edie 
being. Communism suppresses personal initiative. 
Do you think that the CP of the United States is a threat to the security 
of the United States, and as such should be outlawed? 
I really don't know. If the CP is just a political discussion group, 
it should be allowed to exist without restraint. However, if it is planning 
to overthrow the government, and if it has world wide ties, then it is 
dangerous to the security of the United States.- However, I don't really 
know much about the CP, although I have heard and read that it is not 
just a discussion group. 
What is your parents opinion of Communism? 
x really don't know. We have never discussed Conmunism thoroughly. 

Vers apparently from the literature I've received from them, and 
we of their membership with the RAS, my parents feel that Communism 
isa system of government which will work. 

Damon: What is your opinion of Socialism? ° 

ARNADTOFF: I have no knowledge of Socialism. 

Damon: What is your opinion of our present form of Democratic government? 

ARNAUTOFF: I favor it. I have been brought up in American public schools and 
believe in the Democratic processes of government. There are changes 
that could and will be made in the government, but such changes should 
only be made through the present constitutional processes. 
To what organizations have you, or do you presently belong? 
I hold a membership card Ay the Hollywood Riviera Democratic Club, 
but I have paid no dues “tif fave attended no meetings since the club 
was organized nearly @ year ago. I was a charter member of a Veterans 
of Foreign Wars (VFW) post in San Francisco, and have attended VFW 
meetings in Redondo Beach and Hermosa Beach, California, but I am 
presently not active in any veterans group. I have associated with 
no other groups. 
Do you presently support one of the Yeo megerypoli tical parties in the 
United States? Hi! ti 


(continued) 
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STATEMENT OF Micheel Victor ARNAUTOFF, taken at Redondo Beach; California, on 
1k July 1958 (continued) 


¢ fit ” 5 
arnaurote es. I am presently registered as a member of the Democratic Party. 


Damon: 


ARNAUTOFF: 


Damon: 


ARNAUTOFF: 


Have you ever supported any third party in the United States? 

No. 

You mentioned a J. Cameron pee 065 aprret in the interview. How 

much contact did you have with 

I knew him only at work with the aac tates Corporation. I met 

him sometime in the fall of 1957 and had contact with him daily at work 
for approximately four months until his lay-off in December 1957. I 
have not seen him since that time and know nothing about him beyond the 
fact that he told me he was having difficulty in securing a security 
clearance because of comments some people had made concerning his member- 
ship or participation in certain organizations. 

Why was the FBI concerned about your trip out of the country in 1952? Ni 
In 1940, I was employed as a radio operator by a man named Ellis EAL 
Patterson who was sailing on a ship to Central America on a gold hunting 
trip. I did a lot of amateur radio operating while on the trip and gave 
my San Francisco address to which people might write if they heard my 
signal. Consequently I began to receive a lot of mail from all parts 

of the world, and I guess the FBI got suspicious. They came to inguire 
about the volume of mail I was receiving. After they learned that it 

was a result of my radio work, they laughed about it and considered the 
incident cleared up. 

Is there anything which you would like to add at this time which might 
help the Department of Army in reaching a decision? 

No. (END OF STATEMENT). A717 
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_Re Bulet to Son Francisco dated 1/2/59. 


On 1/5/59 JAMES CAVANAUGH, Security Officer, U.S. State 
Department, San Francisco, Calif., advised that a check of the records 
of the Passport Office at San Francisco, dating back to 6/58, failed 


to reflect the record of the issuance of a passport to either of the 
ARNAUTOFF s. 


ih 

Washington Field is requested to check with the Passport | 

Office, U.S. State Department, Washington, D.C., to determine if Subjegté 
have obtained current passports for travel abroad. 


renee” 


Son Francisco is checking with its sources for additional 
information in this matter. 


ae Bulet to San Francisco, dated 3/2/92. instructed 596 
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ReSFairtel dated 1/6/59, requesting WFO to. 
check with the Passport Office, U. S. Department of © 
State, to determine if subjects have obtained current 
passports for travel abroad. - 
on iaea sa KENNETH J, HASER was advised by employees 
of the Passport Office, U. S. Department of State, 
Washington, D. C., that no record of any application 
for the subjects has been received by the Passport 
Office. RUC. 
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TLE OF CASE : Report made by 


Typed By: 


a a T. D. MC GOLDRICK, JR. af 
VICTOR MI cuam dan AUTOFF CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA: 


In view of the limited number of people present - 

with the Subject and SF T-~1 at meetings of Club #2, Inner Mission - 
Section, SFCCP, the exact dates and places of the meetings were : 
not set forth in the details of this report. In order to pro- 


Special Agent 
in Charge 
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tect the identity of SF T-1, who conceivably could be 

_ disclosed if such information were set forth in the . 
report, the following information is peing set forth 
in the administrative pages. 


' SF T-1, on 8/4/58, advised that a meeting of 
Club #2 was held on 7/22/58 at 430 Hill Street, San 
Francisco, at’ which VICTOR ARNAUTOFF attended. Accord- | 
ing to SF T-1, the main. topic of discussion of the meet- 
ing was "What Can the CP do to force the U.S. Government _ 
to pull American troops out of the Middle East?" SF T-1 
gaid VICTOR ARNAUTOFF answered this question by. saying 
that the American troops were sent to the Middle East 
to protect the investments of the American capitalists 
in Arabia. SF T-1 said that when some of the members 
present stated that there was no danger of war, ARNAUTOFF 
disagreed and said that if the people in the USA do not. 
protest. to Washington, the American capitalist interventiom 
may provoke a war. ; 


On 9/19/58, SF T-1 advised that a meeting of 

Club #2 was held on 9/3/58 at 221 Noe Street, San Francisco, 
at which the Subject attended. According to SF T-1l, a 
Subject read a leaflet which he had prepared for. the 

Russian Colony in San Francisco’ about education in the. 

United States. In this leaflet, the Subject blamed the 

poor educational system in the USA (lack of teachers, 

and classrooms, poor teaching methods, etc.) on American 
businessmen. © Subject said that the businessmen control 
the Government and prefer to spend money on preparations © 
for war and refused to give ample sums of money for 
education. According to Subject, only by supporting a 
peace movement can the American people stop war 
preparations and divert some of this money ‘to education. 


SF T-1 on 11/3/58 advised that on 10/29/58 a 
meeting of Club #2 was held at 430 Hill Street, San 
Francisco, at which Subject attended. SF T-1 said the 
main topic was a discussion of the pook "An American 
Road to Socialism" by JAMES ALLAN. SF T-1 said that the 
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comrades spent the whole hour discussing ALLAN's 
statement that the transition to socialism in the USA 
will be peaceful. SF T-1 said one of the comrades said 
that we could not see a peaceful transition to socialism 
in the U.S. when even such a small movement as school 
integration is proceeded with violence. According to 
oF T-1, the majority of the comrades’ were of the opinion 
that there will be struggles but no violence. 


SF T-1 said that the Subject said that he 
expects lots of violence because the ruling capitalist 
class will not give up its privileges without a struggle. 
One of the comrades raised the question as to what the 
members mean by peaceful or violent transition. Do they 
consider the present struggles in the South (integration) 
as violent or peaceful? Subject explained that by vio- 
lent transition he meant Civil War like it was in 
Russia. The remainder of the comrades agreed with the 
Subject's. definition. - 
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A check with the U.S. State Department at 
Washington, D.C. and San Francisco and with sources 
close to the ARNAUTOFFs in San Francisco, reflected no 
information indicating that the ARNAUTOFFs planned to 
travel abroad in the near future. |. . 


For the information of the Bureau, reports on 
Security Index Subjects of the San Francisco Office, 
whose surnames begin with A, will be submitted to the 
Bureau in the future in February and/or August. 


A copy of this report has been designated to 
INS, San Francisco, C-4331663, in view of that Agency's 
continuing interest in ARNAUTOFF as the Subject of a 
possible deportation case. . ee . 


INFORMANTS : | | 
Identity of Date of Activity | Agent to File Number. 
Source And/or Description whom . Where 
of Information Furnished _ ‘Located . 
SF T-l-is ‘Meeting chub #2, KENNETH F. 
CP, 7/22/58 MOORE 
Meeting Club #2; -ORLAND E. 
cP, 8/13/58 FREEMAN 
“ - Meeting Club #2, oon 
FO - Vo en ee ee ene ere Te 
TA(b)(7) - (D) Meeting Club #2,CP, #4" 7 
9/3/58 Ds 
Meeting Club #2, DAVID E. 
cP, 10/8/58 TODD 
. . _ Meeting Club #2, ooM 
; CP, 10/29/58 
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INFORMANTS 


con't 


SF Te (con't) Meeting Club #2, 


SF T-2 is 


SF T-3 is 
anonymous 


SFT. ts 
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ANA. 


CP, 10/15/58 
Meeting Club #2, 


Oe, 12/1/58 


RAS. inactive, 
subject on Execu- 
tive Board of 
RAS 


39th anniversary, 
of CP, USA, _ . 
10/23/58 eo 


"py" benefits —~ 
6/14/58 | 


"py" benefit, ae 
6/15/58 | 


ARI sponsored 
celebration, 


11/21/58 


| COVER. PAGE 


DAVID E. 
TODD 


" 


ORLAND E. 


FREEMAN 


JAMES DUNPHY 


HENRY D. 
GRUSH _ 


- sd 
| SF 100-6359 
TDM/af FOIA(b)(7) - (D) 
FOIA(b)(7) - (E) 
INFORMANTS (con't a 
. SR Ty (con't) : — an ae HENRY D. 
ee “GRUSH--. 


SR T-5 is 


American Graphic 


n 


Art Exhibit in 
Moseow ~~. 


Secondary documentation of HOLLAND ROBERTS 


—— SF TS6 is: Secondary documentation of HOLLAND- ROBERTS 
| s "Py" penefit, _ FRANK S. 
9/5/58 pa PERRONE 
| a S.F. Sobell oo" 
_ Committee . 
_ Benefit, 10/4/58 
| SF T-8 is. "pw" pazaar ~~" DIRCK A. 
: 12/6-8/58 2 = MERRILL 

SF T-9 is ARI sponsored no 
lecture by — 
| : STANLEY MOFFATT. 
2/98 — 

SF T-10 is 


R. A. BRANHAM Secondary documentation of STANLEY MOFFATT 
Chief Clerk, . Oe 

Bank of America, 
Western & Santa . LO 
Monica Branch, 
| Los Angeles, 

| California 
| 

| 


E 
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INFORMANTS (con't 
OF T2711 is ARI luncheon, DIRCK A. 
11/4/58 MERRILL 
\\SF R12 is NCCPFB Festival, PHILIP B. 
re 11/15/58 NOTTINGHAM 


Source used in the documeritation of the 


NCCPFB is: >. 


. . Sources used in the documentation of the 
S.F. Sobel Committee, are: 


co _Fomer (by request) 


\ Former (by request) 


San Francisco, California (by request) — 


's 


Po 
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+ SF 100-6359 


1.[XX] Subject's name is included.in the Security Index. 
2.(AX] The data appearing on the Security Index card are 
current. 
3.[ | Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau. 
4 [AX] A suitable photograph [XX] is [__] is not available. 
5. [XX] Careful consideration has been given to each source 
; concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed, 
6.0 _] Subject is employed in a key facility and 
' is charged with security responsibility. Interested 
agencies are 
7. X¥ This report is classified confidential because 


(state-reason).|- 


disclosure of which would be detrimental to the internal 
security of the USA... In addition, information reported 
from SF T-1 and SF T-4 could reasonable result in 
identification of confidential informants of continuing 
value and compromise effectiveness thereof. 


8 [XX] Subject was not reinterviewed because. (state reason) 
subject is still in CP, RAS and supports numerous 
front groups. Remarks of Subject indicate he remains 
a devoted communist. 


9.L_] This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 

10.[XX] This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it continues to-fall 
within such criteria because (state reason ) 

Subject continues to be active in CP and RAS, which . . | 
have been cited by USAG under EO.10450. : 
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an UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Copy to: | 1 - INS, SAN FRANCISCO (C-4331663) 
Report of: SAT, D. MC GOLDRICK, JR. Office: SAN FRANCISCO 
Date : FEB201999 ~ | 


File Number: SF 100-6359. 
; Bureau 100-47675 


Title: VICTOR. MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF 
Character: INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
Synopsis: 


ARNAUTOFF continues to be employed as art instructor at 
Stanford University, Palo Alto, and to live at 1007 
Washington Street, Colma, California. Subject attended 
at least 8 meetings of Club. #2, Inner Mission Section, 
SFCCP, from 7/58 to 1/59 and continues to be member of 
Executive Board, Russian American Society, Inc., now in- 
active. Subject in contact with EVGENI A. ZAOSTROVTSEV 
and ANATOLIY A. KARDASHEV, both Second Secretaries, USSR 
Embassy. © Subject participated in activities of the "Pw", 
American Russian Institute, Northern California Committee 
for Protection of Foreign Born and San’ Francisco Sobell 


Committee. 
a P¥ o 

AGENCY feted, Ubyaltats 
REQ. REC'D - 
DATE FORW. Si iat ee 
HOW FoRw, . 2-S (OE 2-1) - 
BY LL PA tee - 

° —SONPIPENT TAI 


a document contains neither ‘recommendations nor conclusions 
1 na is the property of the FBI, and is a loan to 
and/or its contents are ‘not. to. be distributed 


outside your agency. 


SF 100-6359 
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DETAILS : 


AT SAN PRANCISCO, CALTFORNTA 
i. RESIDENCE AND_ EMPLOYMENT 


Mrs. LILLIAN OWEN, Executive Secretary, President's 
Office, Stanford ‘University, Palo Alto, California, advised 
SA FRED R. ELLEDGE on January 22, 1959 that ‘VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF currently resides at 1007 Washington Street, 
Colma, California, and is employed as an art instructor 
at Stanford University. 


Il. COMMUNIST PARTY (CP ACTIVITIES 


‘The cP, USA, has been designated by the Attorney 
1050. ef the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450 


San Francisco T=1, on January 6, 1959, advised that 
as of that date’ VICTOR ARNAUTOFF - was known to SF T+1 as a 
member of Club- #25 inner Mission Section, San Francisco County 
CP, SF.T-1 further advised that ARNAUTOFF attended at least - 
eight meetings of Club #2 during the period from July, 1958” 
to January, 1959. ~ 


On October 24, 1958, San Francisco T-2 advised 
that on October 23, 1958 a celebration in honor of the 39th 
anniversary of the CP, USA, was held at 150 Golden Gate 
Avenue, San. Francisco. SF T-2 said that the ‘principal 
speaker of the evening was ALBERT (MICKEY) LIMA, the Chair- 
man of the 13th District, CP.. SF T-2 said that approximately 
100 people attending this gathering, including VICTOR | 
ARNAUTOFF. . _ - ° 


IIIT. RUSSIAN AMERICAN SOOIETY, INC, 


(RAS) | ACTIVITIES | 


The RAS has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant te. Executive Order 10450. 
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On July 5, 1958, SF T-1 advised that in February, 
1958, the RAS decided to suspend its operations and a 
liquidation committee was formed to dispose of RAS assets. 
SF T-1 said in July, 1958 it was decided that the RAS would 
not completely disband because of the legal cost involved 
but instead the RAS would merely become inactive. According . 
to SF T-1, VICTOR ARNAUTOFF would continue to serve as 
a member of the RAS Executive Board even though the organi- 
zation was inactive. oO oe 
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San Francisco T-5, on December 11, 1957, advised 
that as of that date HOLLAND ROBERTS was a member of the 
Palo Alto Professional Club of the Santa Clara County CP, 
California. 


San Francisco T-6, on October 1, 1958, made 
available a letter which the source received in the mail 
on September 30, 1958. According to SF T-6, the letter 
was written on the stationery of the American Russian 
Institute, Inc. (ARI) 9\90 McAllister Street, San’ Francisco, 
and ‘was signed by HOLLAND ROBERTS, President. of the “ARI. , 


SF T-4, on January 6, 1959, further advised that. 
on December 21, 1958 KARDASHEV, SYSOEV and an unidentified 
Soviet from the "SS VITYAZ" dined at the home of VICTOR, 
ARNAUTOFF. 


»__SUPPORT OF THE “PEOPLE'S WORLD" (PW) 


The "PW" is a West Coast communist newspaper 
published weekly in San Francisco. 


SF T-2, on June 17, 1958, advised that on June 14, 
1958 at the home of VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, 1007 Washington Street, 
Colma, California, there was a showing of colored slides 
for the benefit of the "PW." SF T-2 said that ‘invitation 
to this affair was by mailed leaflet. According to SF T-2, 
15 persons were in attendance at the showing, including 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF . 


SF T-2, on June 17, 1958, advised that on dune 15, 
1958 a dinner was held for the benefit of the "Pw" 
advertised in the "PW". issue of May 7, 1958. SF 7-2, said 
that the dinner was held at, 1109 Montgomery Street, San 
Francisco, and that approximately 30 persons, including 

. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, attended. ; 


San Francisco T=-7, on September 8, 1958), advised 
that on September 5, 1958 a policy discussion on 
Crisis in the Middle East. and Foreign Policy", tadeh was 
sponsored by the "PW" was held at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, 
San Francisco, California. 
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‘The principal speakers were AL RICHMOND, the editor of the. 
"Pw" and ALBERT LIMA, the Chairman of the 13th District 
CP, USA. SF T-7 said that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF attended this 
affair, 


San Francisco T-8, on December 29, 1958, advised 
that a bazaar for the benefit of the "PW" was held at 81 
Clementina Street, San Francisco, on December 6-8, 1958. \ 
SF T-8 said that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF attended all three days 
of the bazaar. 


VI. AMERICAN RUSSIAN INSTITUTE, INC, 
ART ) ACTIVITIES 


The ARI has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


' San Francisco T-9, on September 15, 1958, advised 
that. on “September 12, 1958 a meeting sponsored by the ARI 
was held at. 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco. SF T-9 
said the principal speaker was STANLEY ‘MOFFATT of Los 
Angeles, California, who exhibited films that he had taken 
during his recent visit to the USSR. SF T-9 said that about 
200 péople attended, including VICTOR ARNAUTOFF. 


. San Francisco T-10, on September 4, 1958, furnished 
the signature card of the commercial checking account of the 
ARI of Southern California at Los Angeles. According to 
SF T~10, the name of STANLEY MOFFATT was listed on the card. 
as the chairman of this organization. 


The above information can be made available through 
a& subpoena duces tecun,. 


The ARI of Southern California, Los Angeles, has 
been designated by the Attorney General | of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10 30. “ 
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SF T-4, on November 24, 1958, advised that on 
November 21, 1958 the ARI sponsored a celebration in honor. 
of the 25th anniversary of the recognition of the USSR. 
The celebration was held at 150 Golden Gate. Avenue, San 
Francisco and ROCKWELL ‘KENT was the principal speaker. 


SF. T-4 said that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF - attended this 
celebration. According to SF T-4, ROCKWELL KENT was 
introduced as the National Chairman of the National Council 
of American Soviet Friendship. 


The National Council of American Soviet Friendship 
has been designated by the Attorney General of the United 
States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


San Francisco T-1l1, on December 1, 1958, advised 
that on November 4, 1958 a buffet lunch under the auspices 
of the ARI was hed at 90 McAllister Street, San Francisco. 
The luncheon was in honor of General VICTOR. YAKHONTOFF: and 
was by invitation only. . According to SF T-11, VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF was present at this affair. 


The "Daily People's World" ("DPW") in its issue 
of October 4, 1955 on page 7, column 3, carried an item 
which described General VICTOR YAKHONTOFF as a former 
Czarist Military Attache in Tokyo, Japan and a member of 
the Russian Imperial Staff in World War I. The article 
reflected that YAKHONTOFF has been a U.S. citizen since 
1918 and that he is a sympathetic and painstaking student 
of the Soviet Union. 


The "DPW", now known as the "PW", has been described 
above. : 


VII. ‘NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COMMITTEE FOR 
THE PROTECTION OF THE FOREIGN 


BORN (NCCPFB) ACTIVITIES 


For documentation NCCPFB see appendix pages. 


San Francisco T-12, on November 18, 1958, advised 
that on November 15, 1958 the NCCPFB sponsored the. Annual 
Festival of All Nationalities which was held at the Finnish 
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Hall, 1810 - 10th Street, Berkeley, California. According 
to. SF T-2, VICTOR ARNAUTOFF attended this function. 


VIII SAN FRANCISO SOBELL COMMITTEE 


_(SFSC) ACTIVITIES 


For documentation of SFSC see appendix pages. 


SF T-7, on October 10, 1958, advised that on 
October 4, 1958 the SFSC sponsored a function to obtain 
funds for the benefit of MORTON SOBELL and obtain SOBELL's 
freedom from prison. According to SF T-7, ‘this affair 
was held at 959 Ashbury Street, San Francisco. SF T-7 
said that approximately 35 persons, including VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF, attended this function. - 


ik. MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES — 


SF T-4, on September 17; 1958, advised that on 
September 12, 1958 he obtained a copy of "American Soviet. 
Facts" at an ARI sponsored film showing. An article on 
page 4 of "American Soviet Facts" reflected that a public 
exhibition of American Graphic Art was held at the head- 
quarters of the Union of Soviet Artists in Moscow on May 
(16, 1958 and was opened by DEMENTI SHMARINOV, Vice-President 
of the Fine Arts Section of Soviet Societies of Friendship 
with Foreign Countries. According to SF T-4, the name of 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF appeared on a list of American artists who 
contributed paintings to. the exhibition. 


"American Soviet Facts" describes itself as a 
publication. of the National Council of American Soviet 
‘Friendship. 


SF.T=-4, on November 14, 1958, advised that on 
November 8, 1958 General VICTOR YAKHONTOFF gave a talk 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF. SF T-4 
advised that YAKHONTOFF discussed the Near Eastern and Far 
Eastern situations and was highly critical of the policies 
of the United States Government. YAKHONTOFF. claimed that. 
the Soviets were the cause of the French and British 
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leaving the Suez Canal and the Americans and British 
leaving Lebanon and Jordan. According to SF T+4, 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF attended this function. 


8. 
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COMMITTEE 
FOR PROTECTION OF FOREIGN BORN 


The "Daily People's World", now known as the 
"People! s World", a West Coast communist newspaper, of November 
2, 1950,.page 10, columns 1 and 2, contained an article 
entitled tworthern California Committee for Foreign Born 
Planned." ‘This article stated that plans for the organization 
of a Northern California Committee for the Protection of 
Foreign Born would be made at a meeting on November 6, 1950 
at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, California. 


A source advised on April 30, 1958 that the Northern 
California Committee for Protection of Foreign Born, although 
an independent organization, follows the directives of the 
American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born (ACPFB) 
and implements, in Northern California, the national program 
of the ACPFB. 


The source further advised that the Northern Calif-. 
ornia Committee for Protection of Foreign Born continues to be 
active in defending the foreign born in deportation proceed- 
ings and in securing support for the repeal of the Walter- 
McCarran Law. 


The American Committee for Protection of Foreign 
Born has been designated by the Attorney General of the United 
States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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THE COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR 
MORTON SOBELL, The Northern California 
Council of Sobell Committees (NCCSC), and 


: The Bay Area Council of Sobell Committees (BACSC) 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications" revised and published as of January 2, 1957, and 
prepared and released by the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, United States House of Representatives, Washington, 
D. C., on page 60, reflects the following paragraphs 
concerning the NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR 
MORTON SOBELL IN THE ROSENBERG CASE, 


SF 200-6359 


2 


"1. Following the execution of atomic spies 
Ethel and Julius Rosenberg in June, 1953, the 
‘Communist campaign assumed a different | 
emphasis. Its major effort centered upon 
Morton Sobell,' the Rosenbergs! co-defendant. 
The National Committee to Secure Justice in 
the Rosenberg Case-~-A Communist front which 
had been conducting the campaign in the United 
States--was reconstituted as the National 
Rosenberg-Sobell Committee at a conference in 
Chicago in October, 1953, and 'then as National 
Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell 
in the Rosenberg Case.! National headquarters 
remained at 1050 - 6th Avenue, New York City. 
Co-chairmen of the newest organization were 
Daniel Marshall and Joseph Brainin. 


"(Committee on Un-American Activities, Report, 
'Trial by Treason: ‘The National Committee to 
Secure Justice for the Rosenbergs and Morton 
Sobell,' August 25, 1956, pp. 118 and 120; 
also cited in Annual Report for 1955, House 
Report 1648, January 17, 1956, originally 
released January 11, 1956, p. 30.)" 


The "People's World," a West Coast communist news- 
paper on April 21, 1952, page 6, column 5, published an 
article entitled "Rosenberg case expert due in San Francisco," 
which reflected that WILLIAM A. REUBEN, identified in the 
article as a former public relations director for the American 
Civil Liberties Union and in April, 1952, a reporter for the 
"National Guardian," would speak in San Francisco on April 27, 
1952, under the auspices of the recently organized San 
Francisco Provisional Committee to Secure Justice for Ethel and 
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Julius Rosenberg. The headquarters of the Provisional San 
- Francisco Committee was set out as 760 Hayes Street, San 
Francisco. 


On page 6, columns 4 and 5 of this issue, the "People's 
World" also printed an article which reflected that a 
proposition would be made at the meeting on April 27, 195e, 
to make the provisional committee a permanent San Francisco 
Committee to Secure Justice for Ethel and Julius Rosenberg. 


The "People's World" on April 25, 1952, page 3; 
column 5, published an article which reflected that the 
Rosenberg Committee in New York had made an emergency appeal 
‘for funds from the San Francisco Committee, and stated that 
contributions and loans should be sent to the Rosenberg 
Committee, 246 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 


A confidential source advised on April 28, 1952, that 
the San Francisco Committee to Secure Justice for Rosenberg met 
on April 27, 1952 in San Francisco and organized to distribute 
literature from and collect funds for the National Office. 


; A second confidential source on March 27, 1956 
furnished the November, 1955 issue of the Sobell Newsletter ~ 
issued by the Bay Area Council of the Sobell Committee, which 
published an article which stated that the BACSC would 
coordinate the work of the several Sobell Committees in the 
San Francisco area, 


A third confidential source advised on September 20, 
1956 that the BACSC was an integral part of the National 
Sobell Committee and received instructions and literature from 
the National Sobell Committee. 


A fourth confidential source advised on January 4, 
1957, that the Chairman of the East Bay Sobell Committee, one 
of the groups in the BACSC, stated in 1956, that there was no 
difference between the Northern California Council of Sobell 
Committees (NCCSC) and the BACSC, and that the NCCSC had been 
formed to focus attention on the Morton Sobell case, and, as 
outlying Sobell Committees were formed they would send 
representatives to the meetings in San Francisco. 


A fifth confidential source advised on May 12, 1958, 
that the BACSC is continuing to function and is planning 
BACSC affairs for the coming summer months. 


APPENDIX PAGE 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply,. Please Refer to oy 
File No. 
oF 100- 6359 | 


San Francisco, California 
February 20, 1959 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF 
CINTERNAL SECURITY - C __ 


informants referred to in the report of SA T. D. 
MG GOLDRICK, JR., dated and captioned as above at San 
Francisco, have furnished reliable information | in the past. 


This memorandum is loaned to you by the FBI, and 
neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside 
the agency to which loaned. 
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Office Memorandum + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
DIRECTOR, FBI (100-47675) 4/13/59 


TO : : DATE: 


FR 


SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (100-6359) 


SUBJECT: “VICTOR MICHAELCARNAUTOFF ; / / 
Is-c 


00: San Francisco 


Wy Enclosed are two copies of a blind memorandum containing 
public source information which refers to the captioned Subject. 


..On_ April 8, 1959, HARPER KNOWLES, Director of the 
‘Western Research Institute, -a- private a organization serving 
business interests in San Francisco, (oman) advised that at the 
time the Subject testified at length before e U.S. House Un- 
American Activities Committee (HUAC) at San Francisco on December 
11, 1956, he, KNOWLES, furnished to Investigator WILLIAM WHEELER 

of the HUAC a comprehensive report containing all public source in- 
formation available on ARNAUTOFF, 


’ A review of Subject's file and a check of the indices 
of the San Francisco Office reflect no additional pertinent informa- 
tion concerning ARNAUTOFF, other than that which KNOWLES furnished to 
the HUAC in 1956. 


The enclosed blind memorandum contains information 
taken from public sources concerning ARNAUTOFF subsequent to 
December 1956, 


Also enclosed for the Bureau are two copies of an 
article published in the "San Francisco News" edition of September 
27, 1957, which is. a copy of an interview of ARNAUTOFF and his 
wife, conducted at the Russian American Society, Inc», (RAS), 
san Francisco, by DONALD CANTER, a reporter for the "San Francisco 
News," 


No public source material is available concerning 
the disbandment of the RAS, although for all practical purposes 
this organization is now nonexistent. 


Due to the cost of legal fees and future taxes the 
RAS corporation has not been formally dissolved. It has, however, - 
\ relinquished its office at 216 Pierce Street, San Francisco. 
NG 2 Bureau, (Bienes (Res Be Mop M1 Ae 
a 
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April 13, 1959 


\ 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF 
1007 Washington Avenue | 
Colma, California 


The Polk San Francisco City Directories for the years 
1957 and 1958 reflect that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF is President of the 
Russian American Society, Inec., and is a resident of Colma, 
California. . 


The September 1958 San Francisco Telephone Directory re- 
flects that VICTOR M. ARNAUTOFF resides at 1007 Washington Avenue, 
Colma, California, and is assigned telephone number PLaza 5-0472., 


The Reference Department of the San Francisco Public 
‘Library contains a Stanford University Bwilletin, Series Ten, dated 
May 15, 1958, entitled "Courses and Degrees, 1958-1959," which 
reflects that VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF is an Assistant Professor 
in the Art and Architecture Department of this University. 


Russian American Society, Inc.,. (RAS a en fifi 


The RAS has been designated by the Attorney General of 


the United States pursps t to an aa 10450. 


The Septembe: > 1957, edition of the "San Francisco 
News" contains an article entitled "Pedce, but Behind Curtain 
Move Ominous Shadows," which is a report of an interview of 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF and his wife, LYDIA,/ conducted at the RAS, 216 
Pierce Street, San Francisco, by DONALD CANTER, a reporter for 
the "San Francisco News," which is a San Francisco daily newspaper, 
This article described VICTOR ARNAUTOFF as President of the RAS, 
and said that ARNAUTOFF was born in the Ukraine, Russia, became 
a naturalized American citizen, and is Assistant Professor of 
Art at Stanford University, Palo Alto, California. The article 
stated that in the early 1930s ARNAUTOFF was an instructor at 
the California School of Fine Arts in San Francisco, and that 
he has painted murals in several public buildings in San 
Francisco. 


Graphic Arts Workshop (GAW 


# ae a 
a 


ae 


NW: 15947 Docld: 70000162 Page 109 joo S7b AS /, FF lw 
| ENCLOSURE 


The Winter, 1957 (January 18 to March 30, 1957) Catalogue, 
published by the California Labor School (CLS), 321 Divisadero 
Street, San Francisco, contains a list of classes to be taught at 
the GAW, 271 Francisco Street, San Francisco, as part of the CLS 
curriculum. 


The CLS has been designated by the Attorney General of 
the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


. The April 5, 1958, edition of the "People's World," page 
3, columns 1 and 2, contained an article captioned "A Principled 
Artist Displays His Work," which reflected that thirty years of 
work by artist VICTOR ARNAUTOFF were on exhibition at the Graphic 
Arts Workshop, 271 Francisco Street, San Francisco. 


The "People's World" is a West Coast communist newspaper. 


Miscellaneous 


The May 19, 1958, edition of the "San Francisco News" 
contained an article captioned "Russ Like Art From S. F.," which 
described an exhibition of San Francisco Bay Area artist's works, 
that opened that week in a Moscow, USSR, art museum. The article 
Stated that according to Radio Moscow, "The works of Victor 
Arnautoff, another of (Diego) Rivera's pupils, are close to realism. 
He manages to find poetry and beauty in the most unprepossessing 
subjects." 


The July 15, 1958, issue of "American Soviet Facts" on page 
4 contained an article entitled "American Graphic Art in Moscow," 
which reflected that a public exhibition of American graphic art 
was held at the headquarters of the Union of Soviet Artists in 
Moscow. American artists, whose work was exhibited, included 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, 


"American Soviet Facts" describes itself as being published 
by the National Council of American Soviet Friendship. 


The National Council of American Soviet Friendship has 


been designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 
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The January 19, 1959, edition of the "National Guardian," 

page 7, column 4, contains an article entitled "Immigration Law 

Hit, WALTER-MC CARRAN CHANGE ASKED IN OPEN LETTER," which reflected 
a group of 76 leading United States citizens, in an open letter 

to Congress, urge a five-year statute of limitations on deportation 
and naturalization proceedings under the Walter-McCarran Immigration 
Law. Specifically, the signers urge that no person’ legally admitted 
to the United States for permanent residence shall be deportable 
after five years, and that no naturalized citizen, after five 

yers of citizenship, shall be denaturalized for any reason, The 


name of the artist, "WALTER" ARNAUTOFF, appeared as a signer of 
this letter. 


The 1949 Report of the California Committee on Un-American 
Activities, page 394, cited the "National Guardian" as a publication 
launched in New York in 1948, aiming at national circulation, which 
they found to be from its inception notoriously Stalinist in its 
staff, writers, management and content. 


The masthead of the "National Guardian," issue of December 
23, 1957, reflects that it is published weekly by Weekly Guardian 
Associates, Inc., 197 E. 4th Street, New York 9, New York 


“4 
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—'Peace,’ but Behind 


r 


BY DONALD CANTER 


*'Our heritage has its shad- 
owy sides. 
Some of the shadows are 


‘Bm. when the silhouettes of a 


little .group of people huddled: 


at a smal] round table can be 
seen from the usually deserted 
street. 

In the shop window hangs a 
poster. In many languages it 
says: Peace. 


THE SHOP is run by Victor 
Arnautoff, president of the 
Russian-American Society, 
Inc. ; 

He says that poster indicates 
exactly what his organization 
is trying to promote: Peace. 

The attorney general has 


"PEACE. 
In many languages. 


is now an assistant professor 


of art at Stanford University. - 


In the early thirties he was 


an instructor at the California -- 


School of Fine Art and he has 
done some murals in the Coit 


Published Monday 


Labor School by the -Subver- 
sive Activities Control Board. 


A WITNESS named as Com- 


- Munist Party members sev- 


eral people connected with the 
school, among them Arnautoff. 

The City Directory gave the 
last known address for. the 
Russian-American Society as 
321 Divisadero—the address of 
the California Laber School, 
which folded three months 
ago. . 

Several Russian - American 
friends in San Francisco had 
told me -they wouldn’t be 
caught dead with Arnautoff 


Sometimes we get only one- 


. third of what is sent. Do you 


call that just?. 
Q@. Who comes to read this 


‘ a= visible, like those “Through Friday Soviet literature? ; 
A. All kinds of people. But 
{heough ‘the in The News _ we don’t ask whether they're 
drawn curtains* “os Republicans, Democrats, Soc- 
. Of a little shop at dent Nixon’s role in the Hiss ialists or Communists. All 
© 216 Pierce st. for Case. . we're interested in is bring- 
two hours each Then last year Arnautoff’s ing the two countries closer 
week. name cropped up during the - together and help them live in 
. That’s on Fri- investigation of the California ‘Pesee. 


OU THEN "TOLD" Araautot 


what a witness had said last 
year of him: He’s a. member 
of the Communist Party. 
Arnautoff took another puff 
at his pipe, just looked at me. 
So I asked: Don’t you think 
that if that statement is true, 
this might also put the label 
“Communist” on the entire 


Russian-American Society? 
A. I don’t see what my po- - 


litical ideas and affiliations 
have to do with the society. 
Q. You are the president, 


” eren’t you?" 


A. If you want to imply that 
we are pro-Soviet Union, I’ve 


“DRAWN CURTAINS never open in little shop at 
216 Pierce st., not even on Friday evenings when 
the Russian-American Society holds its weekly 


1 a ; Tower. - So- : 
different ideas and-has put the and his Russian American i “ ” 
‘ lez put t got nothing against that label. libr, night. ews Photo 
society on his subversive list. TWO YEARS ago Arnautoff ciety. After all, we are trying to wrary BD ight.” nN . ) 
ONE RECENT Friday eve. made headlines when his car- SO I DECIDED to talk to create understanding for that. _- Said Arnautoft: The Soviet _ @: Why not?. . . 


7 


ning I knocked on the door of 
the shop. 

Arnautoff, a trim looking 
man in the early sixties, apal- 
ogized for the chaos—books in 
Russian and literature printed 
in the Soviet Union were 
strewn all over the place—and 
added that there was so much 
to be done that it wasn't a 
very good time for an inter- 
view. . 

He promised to phone me to 


bers of the board of the So- 


‘I WAS to see them at 216 
Pierce st., but as I entered 
only Arnautoff and his. wife 
were present. 

The delay had given me a 
chance to learn more about 


toon, “Dix McSmear,” was 
banned from the San Fran- 
cisco Art Festival. He made 
it as a reference to Vice Presi- 


him. - 

Not once during the 70 min- 
utes of, talk did Arnautoff 
evade any of my ques- 


“The Russian-American So- 
ciety tries to strengthen cul- 
tural ties between this country 


and the Soviet Union,” he said. 


Q@: Do you try to maintain 
the ties between Russian im- 
migrants and their homeland 


threat against our democratic 
way of life? 

A: I’m sure you’ve never 
been there, otherwise you 
wouldn’t talk that way. 


“> @: When was the Russian- 


FALLOUT isthe name Victor Arnautoff gave his 
contribution to this year’s S. F. Art Festival, which 
~ opened at Washington Square yesterday. In 1955 his 
' political cartoon of Nixon was banned from the fes- 


“@ What does the society 


A: Just seven board mem- 

bers. : 
Q: What are its activities? 
leak Library meetings and 


8 : Where does most of your 


literature come from? 


- @: How many magazines 


A: Too few. (It was the first 
time Arnautoff appeared to 
lose his temper. ) Most of them 
never arrive here. They're 
mailed all right in Moscow, 
but they disappear in this 


—~ country. 


I ASRED why the Russian- 


"American Society had held it 


desirable to have its office on 
the premises of the California 
Labor School, which was un- 


der investigation for subver- 
' sive activities. 


Arnautoff corrected me: 

We did not move in with the 
Labor School. The school 
came to us. We had a lease 


A: I didn’t come as a ret. 


gee, but as an art student, in. 


1925. . 
_Q: Why did you stay here? 
A: By my own choice. 


Union isn’t threatening any- 

body. It tries to live peace- 

fully with every country in the 
world. 


Q: Didn’t Soviet tanks. 


“smash a popular uprising in 
Hungary? Aren't the Soviets 
occupying the soil of another 
nation against its will? 


A: I wasn’t there, but it is 
my understanding they were 


A; First, I've never heard 
that 200,000 Hungarians left. 
And second, you must never 
listen to people who hold a 
grudge against something or 
somebody. 


A: They were not there. 


SO I TOLD him the reason . 
the UN commission wasn’t on 
the spot is because the Com- . 
munists wouldn’t let them in. 

To that Arnautoff replied: © 
Why don’t we let history . 
judge? History has always — 
been the best judge of every- 
thing. One should never mix- 
in internal affairs of other . 


or is it your aim to bring them A on tha building. When it got there at the request of the oun 
dnt 0 Prntacted him closer to the Soviet Union?, tival (News Photo) too expensive we sublet the Hungarian government. countries. 
80 con ’ i . 
, A: I don’t see the difference second floor to the school. 200,000 “AS I BADE the couple . 
.f Arnautoff suggested it might between Russia and the Soviet. the society? Department for Cultural Rela- Q: Have you ever been a ten Hevea 0 Beople whe “ goodbye, Mrs. Arnautoff said: | 
be better if I met all the mem- Union. _A: None. tions with Foreign Countries. teacher at the school? traitors? Do they all lie when “You'd better’ learn some 


manners in askifg questions.” - 


‘ Q: Don’t you consider the . A: Yes, a couple of years. they describe the unprovoked ree lat 
ciety. / Soviet Union a potential  Comsist of? and newspapers do you re- =: Did you cometo America onslaught of the Soviets? And I replied: “Fortunately 
y, ceive every month? as a refugee? we in America live in a coun- 


try where one can ask ques- 
tions, any question.” ; 


- The door closed behind me. 


I could see two shadows 
through the closed curtains. 
Also the poster in the win 


? A 
NAWautes (a Beckaesi#000 arene Say a tow cocks \_A: From the Soviet Union. country. Seems the Atty. Gen. THE CONVERSATION then _@: What about the report of gow. 
I eon sock that cd : before the Russian War Relief We have contact with has instructed the post office switched to international rela- the United Nations? In many languages it still 
oun e was born in VICTOR ARNAUTOEF. “VOKS,” which is the USSR to hold some of them back. _ tions. ; ~ A: Don’t believe in it. said: Peace. 


yas organized. 
Q: How many members has 


. the Ukraine, became a natu-’ 
* ralized American citizen and 


“Cultural ties.” 
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70, DIRECTOR, FBI (100-47675) DATE 5/7/59 
Qy 52° SAN FRANCISCO (100-6359) 


SUBJECT: rN | - 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF 


wa TS - C 
ja 00: SAN FRANCISCO 


ReBuairtel 3/13/59, "House Committee on Un-American 
Activities (HCUA) Proposed Hearings, Los Angeles, California, 
5/59," and rerep SA THOMAS D. MC GOLDRICK, JR. dated 2/20/59 at 
San Francisco, on captioned Subject. I 
Since submission of rerep, there is no current 
information in our possession regarding ARNAUTOFF, Therefore, no 
report is being submitted at this time. .- P* - 
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1 - SF 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES 


Office of Origin : Date Investigative Period 


Reporting Office 
SAN FRANCISCO SAN FRANCISCO | 8/26/59 | 7/1 - 8/24/59 
TITLE OF CASE ; . Report made by , Typed By: 
T.D. MC GOLDRICK, JR, lmr 


a 150 ; 


Oo. CHARACTER OF CASE 
VICTOR MICHAEL™ AUTOFF 


AL : INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C 
Pees 5 


tan 
BiG 
fe q 


Synopsis: 
REFERENCE: Report of SA T.D. MC GOLDRICK, JR., 2/20/59, at 
san Francisco. 
-~ p* 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 


In view of the limited number of people pres eat with 
the Subject and SF T-1 at meetings of Club #2, Inner Mission Section, 
SFCCP, the exact dates and places of the meetings were not set forth 
in the details of this report. 


In order to protect the identity of SF T-1, who con- 
ceivably could be disclosed if such information were set forth in 
the report, the following information is being set forth in the 
administrative pages. 


On 3/6/595 SF T-1 advised that on 3/2/59 a meeting | 
of Club #2, Inner Mission Section, SFCCP, was held—at. 323 Hill Street 
San Francisco. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was in attendance. Disctissed % at—_ 
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this meeting was the Negro problem in San Francisco, the 
"People's World" press and fund drive, and the Berlin crisis. 
The club quota for the "PW" drive was set at $800 and each 
member was asked to obtain a subscription for the "Pw" from 
one of their friends. oo, 


On 3/26/59, SF T-1 advised that on 3/23/59 a meeting 
of Club #2 was held at 430 Grove Street, San Francisco. VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF was in attendance. The main topic of discussion © 
was the Berlin crisis, VICTOR ARNAUTOFF reported that the 
American Russian Institute had recently received pictures and 
lithographs from Soviet artists in the USSR and these are on 
display at the ARI offices. 


On 3/31/59, SF T-1 furnished a list of members of 
Club #2, Inner Mission Section, SFCCP, as of 3/26/59. The 
name of VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was included on this list. 


“\ 
On 4/16/59, SF T-1 advised that on 4/13/59 a meeting” 

of Club #2 was held at 5765 - 2lst Street, San Francisco. 

VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was in attendance. The main topic of dis- 

cussion was the legislative program of the Communist. Party of 

Northern California. 


On 6/3/59, SF T-1 advised that on 5/31/59 VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF was a dues-paying member of Club #2, Inner Mission 
Section, SFCCP, and that ARNAUTOFF's dues were paid up for 
the first quarter of 1959. 


On 6/29/59, SF T-1 advised that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was 
paid up in his dues for the second quarter of 1959 with Club #2. 


On 7/22/59, SF T-1 advised that on 7/7/59 a meeting 
of Club #2 was held at 430 Hill Street, San Francisco. VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF attended. The main topics of discussion were the 
last San Francisco County CP Committee meeting and the progress 
of the "PW" fund drive. 


A copy of this report has been designated to INS, 


San Francisco in view of that agency's continuing interest in 


ARNAUTOFF as the subject of a possible deportation case, 


A translation of the letter distributed by ARNAUTOFF 
under the "Russian Democratic Association of California" was 
made by Miss TZIEREL GURMAN, of the San Francisco Office. 


oO A 
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_i.[x ] Subject's name is included in the Security Index. 
| - 2.[x ] The data appearing on the Security Index card are 
current. 
3.[,_] Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
and Form FD-lee has been submitted to the Bureau. 
4.[x ] A suitable photograph is [[ ] is not available. 
5.[x |] Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed, 
6.[.] Subject is employed in a key facility and 
is charged with security responsibility. Interested 
! agencies are . 
7._x |] This report is classified _Confidential because 
(state reason) 
information reported from SF T-l could reasonably result in the 
identification of a confidential informant of continuing valu 
and compromise his effectiveness thereof. 


———— Oo 


| 8.0K Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 
subject is still a CP member and is active in CP front groups. 


9.0] This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. . 

10,[*%] This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) 

subject continues to be active in CP, which has been cited by 
the U.S. Attorney General under Executive Order 10)50. “ 


r 


11l.[xX] Subject's SI card [gx] is [__] is not tabbed Detcom, 
[x | His activities do [ _]do not warrant Detcom tabbing. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


—eonrrIDInTIAL — 


1 - INS, San Francisco (C~4331663) (REG) 


SA T.D. MC GOLDRICK, JR. Office: SAN FRANCISCO 
8/26/59 | 
SF 100-6389 Bureau 100=),7675 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF 


INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ 


ARNAUTOFF continues to be enployed as art instructor at Stanford 
University, Palo Alto, and to live at 1007 Washington Street, 

Colma, California. During period March, 1959 to July, 1959, he 
attended at least four meetings of Club #2, Inner Mission Section, 
San Francisco County CP. Subject, using name of "Russian Democratic 
Association of California", a non-existent organization, disseminated 
Soviet propaganda to Russian Colony in San Francisco. ARNAUTOFF 
participated in activities ofAmerican Russian Institute, Inc., and 
Northern California Committees for Protection of Foreign Born. 


- pe - 
I. RESIDENCE AND EMPLOYMENT 


‘.. Miss HELENA REYNOLDS, Secretary, President's.Office, Stanford 
University, Palo Alto, California, on August 20, 1959, advised Special 
Agent FRED R. ELLEDGE that on March 20, 1959, VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was 
reappointed as an Assistant Professor inthe Art Department for the 
1959 - 1960 scholastic year. The records of her office indicated 
that ARNAUTOFF continues to reside at 1007 Washington Street, Colma, 
California. 


IT. COMMUNIST PARTY (CP) ACTIVITIES 


The CP has been designated by the Attorney General of the 
United States pursuant to Executive Order 1050. 


CONFERENE IAL _ 
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During the period from March, 1959 to July, 1959, SF T-1 
advised that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF attended at Least four meetings of Club 
#2, Inner Mission Section, San Francisco County Communist Party. 
According” to SF T-1, during this period, VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was a _member 
in good standing of Club #2. 


IIT. RUSSIAN DEMOCRATIC ASSOCIATION 
OF CALIFORNIA 


SF T-1 on November 18, 1958 advised that the Russian” 
Damocratic Association of California is a non-existent organization.» The 
name is used by VICTOR ARNAUTOFF on occasions to disseminate propagenda 


‘to the Russian Colony in San Francisco. 


On February 3, 1959, Mrs. ARIADNA DENISOW, 109 Geary 
Street, Apartment 5, San Francisco, Califomia, furnished Special Agents 
HENRY D. GRUSH and ALBERT J. LAVERY a mimeographed letter which she had 
received in the mail on January 29, 1999, which letter was postmarked at 
San Francisco on January 28, 1959. The letter was written in the Russian 
language and it contained the name of. the Russian Democratic Association 
of California at the bottom. 


Translation of the letter from Russian reads as follows: 
"An Address to the Russian Colony. 


"The year 1958 gave us an opportunity to become convinced 
graphically of the imperialist politics of the United States, 


the Government of which disguising as peace-loving and fighter for” 


law and order assumed the role of gendarme of the whole world. 
Imperialism tries to dictate its will with guns, threats, blackmail, 
terror, and with all other means and methods, that the world. bandit 
HITLER used. 


Ty 1958 bacdusé of the adventurous (opportunist) policies 
of DULLES and Co., the world was twice on the brink of war. In 
the summer, the American imperialists and their obedient followers, 
' pretending to the right of intervention in the affairs of other 
peoples, unleashed a conflict in the Near East. They occupied 
or, more correctly, seized impudently two Arab governments —- 
Lebanon and Jordan. 


"In the recent past, intervening in the internal affairs 
of People's China, DULLES and Co., set against it, their. Kuomintang 
1Punch! Chang Kai-she, the efforts to begin a big war in the Far 
East. 


| . SF 100-6359 


TDM: LMR . . : 


"Tharé ae such dunces in the war ministry of the USA, 
who repeat the statements of Hitler and Ural should be the frontier 
of Germany. The Japanese also repeated again and again that Lake 

Baikal should definitely be the first line of defense for them. 
A surprising maliciousness, is not it so? However, all know well 
how the adventures of Hitler and the Japanese ended. 


"The American and Western imperialism is not able and 
is not capable, because of its dying out, to present any kind of 
creative idea or program far the present moment, and the only 
argument at its disposal -- this is a threat of war. 


"In order to stop the rapidly growing and victorious 
socialism, the imperialists are ready to unleash an annihilating war 
with all the horrors of atomic and hydrogen bombs, figuring, 
apparently, that "it to perish ~—- then with a crash’, 


"In spite of the threatening clouds, that have accumulated - 


on the international horizon, the people of the entire world SHOULD 
and MUST defend PEACE. The guarantee of which, first of all, is — 

the huge role that the Soviet Union, the Chinese People's Republic 

and other democratic republics play, whose foreign policy is 

directed toward the fight for peace and the strengthening of inter= — 
national security. : 


"Only thanks to the Soviet Union, England and Fgance 
had to get out from Egypt during the incident with the Suez Canal. 
Only thanks to the Soviet Union the American and English troops had 
to get out from Lebanon and Jordan; and only thanks to the declaration 


by the Government of the Soviet Union that the attack on the Chinese ~ 


People's Republic is also an attack on the Soviet Union, threatening 
to strike if the imperialist gang and its flunky Craig Kai-she was. 
forced to come down in a powerless malice. 


"Gur Russian yellow press -- RUSSIAN LIF£ and NASH. 
_VREMYA were ashamed to make an analysis of the Nov. ) elections of 
last year, and the failure with crash of their candidate-Sen. 
Knowland to the office of the Governor of the State of California... 
Former Senator Knowland was one of. the. initiators and instigators “ 
of the’ preparation | of war against, the, Chinese People's Republic ~ 
and the Soviet Union. - 


"The smashing of the Republic Party shows that the 
people demands "and expects from tha government changes of the foreign 
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"policy of Messrs. Dulles, Eisenhower, Nixon and the military 
party. The people demands improvement of relation toward the 
Soviet Union that should help to decide by peaceful-means all 
questinns that arose after the second world war. 


"The people demands the restoration of the diplomatic 
and trade relations with the Chinese Democratic Republic. 


— URUSSIAN DEMOCRATIC ASSOCIATION 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA". 


On February 5, 1959, SF T-1 advised that the letter set 
forth above was written by VICTOR ARNAUTOFF and typed by his wife LYDIA . 
ARNAULORE -%,, | 


IV. AMERICAN RUSSIAN INSTITUTE, INC, (ARI) ACTIVITIES 


The ARI haé been designated by the Attorney General of 
the United States pursuant to Executive Order 1050. 


On February 3, 1959, SF T-2 advised that on January 23, 1959 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF attended a meeting at the ARI, 90 McAllister Street, San 
Francisco, to discuss with others the possibility of forming a committee to 
urge the bringing of a pedce crusade to San Francisco. According to T-2, 
HOLLAND ROBERTS, the President of the ARI, wanted some of those present 
to prepare the groundwork for such a committee. ROBERTS wanted those 
persons to organize people who were not "leftists" and have these people 
organize a peace organization in the United States that would be national 
in scope and that it would be a peace organization which everyone can join. 
ROBERTS said that this organization must be non-leftist and non-communist. 
He said that, of course, the people who start it would be Commmnists but 
that then they would step back and allow church organizations and various 
civic and social organizations to take the lead; otherwise, ROBERTS said 
it would be the same old organization with the same people leading it ~ : 
and he said it was agarent at this time that the American people will not — 
join an organization that has "leftists" as its sponsors. ; 


ae On June 24, 1959, SF T-3 advised that on June 19, 1959 
an affair sponsored by the ARI was held at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San 
Francisco. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF attended this meeting. HOLLAND ROBERTS, 

the President of the ARI, was the principal speaker. ROBERTS described 


his recent visit to the Soviet Union.- 
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V. NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COMMITTEE FOR THE PROTECTION 


OF THE FOREIGN. BORN (NCCPFB) ACTIVITIES 


For documentation of the NCCPFB see Appendix Pages. 


_ On April 28, 1959, SF T-l, advised that on April 2, 1959 
the sixth annual testimonial evening of the NCCPFB was held at the Hotel 
Whitcomb, San Francisco. Approximately 200 persons attended, including 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF. Approximately $1,000 was collected in contributions 
from the audience for the benefit.of the NCCPFB. 
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COMMITTEE 
FOR PROTECTION OF FOREIGN BORN 


The "Daily People's World," now known as the "People's 
World," a West Coast communist newspaper, of November 2, 1950, 
page 10, columns 1 and 2, contained an article entitled "Northern 
California Committee for Foreign Born Planned." This article 
stated that plans for the organization of a Northern California 
Committee for Protection of Foreign Born would be made at a meeting 
on November 6,°1950, at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, 
California. 


A source advised on April 17, 1959, that the Northern 
California Committee for Protection of Foreign Born, although 
an independent organization, follows the directives of the American 
Committee for Protection of Foreign Born (ACPFB) and implements, 
in Northern California, the national program of the ACPFB, 


The source further advised that the Northern California 
Committee for Protection of Foreign Born continues to be active 
in defending the foreign born in deportation proceedings and in 
securing support for the repeal of the Walter-McCarran Law. 


The ACPFB has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


APPENDIX PAGE 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


San Francisco, California 
August 26, 1959 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Sources mentioned in the report of Special Agent 
T.D. MC GOLDRICK, JR., dated and captioned as above at San Francisco, 
have furnished reliable information in the past. 


This memorandum is loaned to you by the FBI, and 


neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the 
agency to which loaned. 
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: FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Fy 
Reporting Office Office of Origin Date Investigative Period 
SAN FRANCISCO SAN FRANCISCO | 2/19/60 12/21/59-2/9/60 
TITLE OF CASE. O ' Report made by ; Typed By: 


SA T. D. McGOLDRICK, JR. 
CHARACTER OF CASE 


jab 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF 


Is - ¢ 


REFERENCE: Report of SA T, ©. MecGOLDRICK, JR. dated August 
@ 26, 1959, at San Francisco. 
D | 


- pe . 


ADMINISTRATIVE DATA: 


In view of the limited number of people present 
with the Subject and SF T-1 at meetings of Club #2, Inner 
Mission Section, San Francisco County Communist Party (SFCCP), » 
the exact dates and places of the meetings were not set forth 
in the "DETAILS" of this report. In order to protect the 
identity of SF T-1, which conceivably could be disclosed if 
such information. were set forth in the report, the following 
information is being set forth in the "COVER PAGES," 


SF T-1 on August 19, 1959, furnished the fo 
Lowing information: 
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On August 11, 1959, a meeting of Club #2 was held 
at 430 Hill Street, San Francisco, at which WICTOR ARNAUTOFF 
was in attendance. The principal topic of discussion was 
"Development of Inner Party Democracy in the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union." Everybody took part in the discussion, | 
praising the renewal of democracy. in the Soviet Union which 
started after the death of STALIN. It was also announced 
that the members of Club #2 would be in charge of the snack 
bar at a forthcoming "People's World" (PW) picnic. A report 
was given on the last meeting of the SFCCP. 


SF T-1 on September 21, 1959, furnished the fol- 
lowing information: 


As of September 20, 1959, the record of dues pay- 
ments of the members. of Club #2 for the third quarter of 1959 
indicated that LYDIA ‘ARNAUTOFF had paid eighty cents in dues 
and her husband, VICTOR, had paid $3.00. 


SF T-1 on September 21,:1959, furnished the fol- 
lowing information: 


On September 14, 1959, a meeting of Club #2 was 
held at 343 Hill Street, San Francisco, at which VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF was in attendance. A report was read on the last 
meeting of the SFCCP. Plans were made to submit recommenda- 
tions to the National Convention of the CP, which was to be 
held on December 10, 1959, and to the District Convention 
of the CP, to be held November 20, 1959. 


SF T-1 on October 12, 1959, furnished the following 
information: 


On October 5, 1959, a meeting of Club #2 was held 
at 3765 - 21st Street, San Francisco, at which VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 
was in attendance. A discussion was held on a draft of political 
resolutions which was to be sent to the forthcoming CP National 
Convention. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF explained to those present the 
Significance of these resolutions. 


SF T-1 on November 13, 1959, furnished the fol- 
lowing information: 


-B- 
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' On November 9, 1959, a meeting of Club #2 was held 
at 34A Hill Street, San Francisco, at which VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 
was in attendance. A resolution was submitted in which the 
CP was urged to have more faith in the working class and to 
lead the work class to eventual revolution and socialism, 
After some discussion, this resolution was adopted. by Club 
#2. Another. resolution was proposed, asking the CP to have 
a more independent role in elections and to have its own 
candidates. This resolution was also adopted by the club. 
Delegates to forthcoming CP county and district conventions 
were also elected. 


A copy of this report has been designated to 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), San 
Francisco, in view of that agency's continuing interest in 
ARNAUTOFF as the subject of a possible deportation case. 


INFORMANTS : 


Identity of ‘Source File Where Located 


oR-p- “1 is 


SF 7-2. 1s] 


SF T-3 is 


ee ee er 


Source used in documentation of Northern California Committee 
for Protection of Foreign Born (NCCPFB) is: 
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~1.[X 7] Subject's name is included in the Security Index, 
2.[X | The data appearing on the Security Index card are 
current. 
3.[ _] Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau. 
4X7] A suitable photograph CX] is [7] is not available, 
5.[X | Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
instances where the identities of the sources must 
-be concealed, 
6.[-_] Subject is employed in a key facility and 
is charged with security responsibility. Interested 
agencies are 


7.x] This report is classified confidential because 


(state reason 


information reported from SF T-1 could reasonably 
result in the identification of a confidential 
informant of continuing value and compromise 
effectiveness thereof. 


8.(X] Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 


he is still a CP member and is active in CP 
front groups. 


=— <r 


9. _] This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
iF mending cancellation of the Security Index card. . 
10,.LX%_] This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
rv Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
| within such criteria because (state reason) © 


Y, Subject continues to be active in the CP, 

i. which has been cited by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450, 


) 11 .[x _] Subject's SI card [xy] is [__]is not tabbed Detcom. 


Subject's activities do [| ~] do not warrant Detcom 
tabbing. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 - INS, San Francisco (c4331663) (RM) 


SA T. D. McGOLDRICK, JR. - Office: San Francisco 
2/19/60 } “ 
San Francisco 100-6359 Bureau File #: 100-47675 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


ARNAUTOFF continues to be employed as an art instructor 
at Stanford University, Palo Alto, Calif., and to live 

at 1lOO7 Washington St., Colma, Calif. He continues to be 
a dues-paying member of Club #2, Inner Mission Section, 
SFCCP, having attended at least fours meetings of Club 
#2 during period from Aug., 1959, to Nov., 1959. Subject 
participated in activities of American Russian Institute, 
Inc. and Northern Calif. Committee for Protection of 
Foreign Born. 


-~: pe - 
DETAILS: : 
| ; I. BACKGROUND 
Residence ana Employment 


On January 5, 1960, LILLIAN OWEN, Executive Secretary, 
President's Office, Stanford University, Palo Alto, 
California, advised SA FRED R. ELLEDGE that VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF continues his employment as Assistant Professor 
in the Art Department. During the winter quarter (semester), 
ARNAUTOFF will teach classes on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 
According to Miss OWEN, VICTOR ARNAUTOFF continues toilist 
his residence as 1007 Washington Street, Colma, California. 


nw Sequerent yonsaick- "FGOOOTO2 ea es 109 Cbnclusions of any kind. It is the property of the FBI, and is a loan to your agency; 
ot 


contents are not fo be distributed outside your agency. 16—74625-1 GPO 
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II. COMMUNIST PARTY 
(CP) ACTIVITIES 


The Communist Party, USA, has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


SF T-1 has advised that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF continues to be 
a dues-paying member of Club #2, Inner Mission Section, 
San Francisco County Communist Party (SFCCP). According 
to T-1, VICTOR ARNAUTOFF attended at least foure meetings 


' of Club #2 between August, 1959, and November, 1959. 


IIIT. AMERICAN RUSSIAN INSTITUTE, 
INC. (ARI) ACTIVITIES 


The American Russian Institute, Inc. has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the United 
States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


SF T-2 on September 22, 1959, furnished the following 
information: 


On September 18, 1959, the ARI sponsored a talk by 
MICHAEL WALDEN, which was held at 90 McAllister Street, San 
Francisco. According to T-2, WALDEN, the principal speaker, 
identified Himself as the secretary of the ARI of Southern 
California. The theme of WALDEN's speech was "The U.S.S.R. 
I Saw in May and June, 1959." T-2 said that approximately 
eighteen persons attended this talk, including VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF. 


The ARI of Southern California has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order LO450. . 


SF T-2 on November 17, 1959, furnished the following 
information: , 


On November 15, 1959, the ARI sponsored a 4end Birthday 
Celebration of the U.S.S.R., which was held at 150 Golden 
Gate Avenue. The principal speaker was HOLLAND ROBERTS, 


_the president of the ARI. The theme of ROBERTS' speech was 


- 2. 
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"Everything Has to be Planned. We Cannot Wait for Peace, 

We Must Win it." ROBERTS said that during his visit to 
Russia, he met and talked with Soviet Premier NIKITA 
KHRUSHCHEV and that he asked KHRUSHCHEV what the people 

in the United States could do to "transfer from a military 
economy to a peaceful economy." According to ROBERTS, 
KHRUSHCHEV made the following proposals for peace: (1) stop 
all testing of atomic weapons; (2) demilitarize West Berlin; 
(3) settle the Berlin question and remove all foreign troops 
from Berlin; and (4) total disarmament. 


IV. NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COMMITTEE FOR 
PROTECTION OF FOREIGN BORN 


(NCCPFB) ACTIVITIES 
For documentation of the NCCPFB, refer to Appendix Page. 


SF T-3 on December 4, 1959, furnished the following infor- 
mation; 


On November 29, 1959, a social function sponsored by 
the NCCPFB was held at 5015 Broderick Street, San Francisco, 
California. According to T-3, approximately sixty people 
attended this social, including VICTOR ARNAUTOFF. Fifty-three 
dollars was collected from those. in attendance for the benefit 
of the NCCPFB, 


V.__ MISCELLANEOUS 


SF T-1 on September 21, 1959, furnished the following — 
information: 


On September 19, 1959,. MICHAEL WALDEN, secretary of the 
ARI of Southern California, gave a lecture at the residence 
of VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, 1OO/7 Washington Street, Colma, California. 
WALDEN discussed his recent visit to the Soviet Union. Ac- 
cording to T-1, VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was in attendance at 
this lecture. 


—< ae mame ae Se es os ee ee es 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COMMITTEE 
FOR PROTECTION OF FOREIGN BORN 


The Daily People's World," now known as the "People's 
World," a West Coast communist newspaper, of November 2, 1950, 
page 10, columns 1 and 2, contained an article entitled, 
"Norther California Committee for Foreign Born. Planned." This 
article stated that plans for the organization of a Northern. 
California Committee for Protection of Foreign Born would be. . 
made at a meeting on November 6, (1950, at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, 
San Francisco, California. 


A source advised on April 17, 1959, that the Northern 
California Committee for Protection of Foreign Born, although 
an independent organization, follows the directives of the 
American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born (ACPFB) 
and implements, in Northern California, the. national program 
of the ACPFB, 


The source further advised that the Northern 
California Committee for Protection of Foreign Born continues 
to be active in defending the foreign born in deportation 
proceedings and in securing support for the repeal. of the 
Walter-McCarran Law. 


“ The ACPFB has been designated by the. Attorney General 
of the United States, pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


XS 


APPENDIX PAGE 
© - ye - 


» NW: 15047 Docld: 70000162 Page 132 


EE RR a 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


"In Reply, Please Refer to San Francisco, California 


FileNo. 100-6359 


February 19, 1960 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Sources mentioned in the report of Special Agent 
T, D. McGOLDRICK, JR., dated and captioned as above at 
San Francisco, have furnished reliable information in 
the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI, Tt is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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_, UNITED STATES GOV2%RNMENT a | 4 
Memorandum 7 
| op | 7 7/12/60 
Wy TO. + DIRECTOR, FBI (100-47675) DATE: / /' 


phi SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (100-6359) 


FROM 


SUBJECT: VICTOR nrouasiReammore: 
TS - C 


00: SF oo oe 


on May 26, 1960, furnished the San 
Francisco Office with an undated mimeographed letter,’ signed 
by ARNAUTOFF, which reflected that the Subject was considering 
|| seu possibility of organizing a group of American artists, art 


students, and art patrons to visit the USSR in the Summer of 1960, 
The letter indicated that the purpose of the tour would be to 
visit. art schools, museums, galleries, artists studios, and for . 
personal contact and discussions with Soviet artists. 


To date, sources of the San Francisco Office, who are 
in a position to report on the activities of ARNAUTOFF, have been 
unable to determine if or when ARNAUTOFF will take this tour, 


8 


ns -WFO is requested to check with the Passport Office, 
ARNAUTOFF's contemplated travel. 


| U.S. Department of State, for any information concerning 


/e- Bureau (Reg.) . . 
5. WFO (Reg.) . pe" 
1 - San Francisco 
TDM :mhb 


(5) | - : | | 


| \ _ b 
| | Reo 89 Koo ZZO7O- 19 


17 JUL 18 1960 | 
\ | . 
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10d | | 7 — 


 NWel 47 Pood 19 162 Paue 134 | : 
_ wernt 6g _ 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
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UNITED STATES Gc \RNMENT rs | 
Need ~~ NS 
“Memorandum . 
TO DIRECTOR, FBI (100-47675) DATE: 7-29-60 
i FROM : — §AC, WFO (205-3728) 
‘supject: . VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF 
Is -C 


(00: SF) 


keE grlet, dated 7-12-60, requesting that WFO check 
the Passport Office, Department of State, for any 
information concerning subject's contemplated travel. 


On 7-26-60, Mrs. VERDE BUCKLER, Liaison Officer, 
Passport Office, Department of State, advised SE JOHN R. 
CRUMP that there was no passport record for Subject in 
her files. 
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2>Bureau 
2-San Francisco (100- 6359) (eM) 
( 1-WFO | 
' JAC: AIC 
| (5) 
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ReporfForm ~~" . 


FD-263 (5;12-55) = aan \ ~ > 
_ OF a XiSen” 
eet 4 ee _ AES 
| BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
: Reporting Office Office of Origin Date - Investigative Period 
| SAN FRANCISCO SAN FRANCISCO — 8/3/60 6/7 - 7/28/60 
| MIMEOFCASE =  —————~—~™”SCSC*«*@Y:CR0 port mado by Typed bye 
Q. oo ; THOMAS D, MC GOIDRICK | jew 
VICTOR MICHAED-ARNAUTOFF '. | GHARACTEROFCASE—~<“=i‘“CSOSCSOS*~*S*~<S*C‘CS™SC~S 
y , \ 
Is-c | 


2! , REFERENCE: | Report of SA THOMAS D. MC GOIDRICK 
dated 2/19/60, at San Francisco, . 


AA | = 


ADMINISTRATIVE ] 


Information concerning subject's banking account 
was furnished by Mr. EDWARD J, DARBEY, Bank of America, Powell 
Street, San Francisco, 


Special Agent — 


Approved 


Copies made: 


£5 3 Bureau (100-47675) (RM) 
1 - INS, San Francisco (RM) | 8 AUG /§ 1960 
(€4331663) 


3 - “Ley prvessce (100-6359) 


SF 100-6359 
| TDM: jew 


ina 


I NTS 


Identity of Source — Location 


SF T-1, 


SF T-7. _ 100-6359=2247 


(Per request) 
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Identity of Source Location 
SF T-8, 


| Woe -Souree used to document the NCCPFB is 
FOIA(b)(7)-(D)} 


; -C- 
_ COVER PAGE 
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1. [xx] Subject's name is included in the Security Index. 
2.{-xx| The data appearing on the Security Index card are 
~ current. 
3.f | Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau. 
4 xx] A suitable photograph is [J] is not available. 
5.[ xx| Careful consideration has been given. to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed. 
6.[] Subject. is employed in a key facility and 
' is charged with security responsibility. Interested 
agencies are 


7.( xx] This report is classified "CONFIDENTIAL" — because 
(state reason) — 
FOIA(b)(7) - (D) }-------4t--contains information furnished by a reliable confidential 
Cress informant who attends with VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 


“meetings of Club No, 2, Inner Mission Section, San Francisco 
County CP.-. .at these meetings is small and information 
reported Syl nt concerning these meetings could reasonably 
lead to his identification and the loss of a valuable informant, 

8.[XX] Subject previously interviewed (dates) 


Subject was not reinterviewed because (State reason) 


reliable sources advised subject is a dedicated Commnist and 
is hostile toward the U. S, Government, especially the FBI. 


g,{__] This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 

10. 4X] This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) 


subject continues to be an active member of Club No. 2, Inner 
Mission Section, San Francisco County CP. He is known to have 
paid his CP dues for the period covering 10/59 through 3/60. 
His last known attendance at a CP meeting was on 5/23/60, 


11.[Xx] Subject's SI card is [__]J is not tabbed Detcom, 
Subject's activities [xXx] do [ =] do not warrant Detcom 


tabbing. 


_pt= 
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A UNi «ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF Ji TICE 
o FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
—CONPIDENT EAL 
Copy to: 1 - INS, San Francisco (RM) 
(C4331663) 
Report of: THOMAS D, MC GOIDR ICK Office: SAN FRANCISCO 
Date: 8/ Bf 60 , 
Field Office File No: 10046359 ; Bureau File No:  100=47675 


Title: 


Character: 


Synopsis: 


DETAILS: 


VICTCR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF 


INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C 


ARNAUTOFF continues to be employed as an art instructor 

at Stanford University, Palo Alto, Calif., and to live at 
1007 Washington Street, Colma, Calif. He continues to be a 
dues=paying member of Club No, 2, Inner Mission Section, 

San Francisco County CP, having attended at least 5 meetings 
of Club No, 2 during the period from January, 1960 to May, 
1960, Subject participated in activities of American 
Russian Institute (ARI), Inc., and Northern California 
Committee for Protection of Foreign Born (NCCPFB). Subject 
attended benefits for "People's World." Banking information 
set forth. ~ : 


ee PH ie 


L._ BACKGROUND 


Residence and Employment 


On July 22, 1960, LILLIAN OWEN, Executive Secretary, ~ 
President's Office, Stanford University, Palo Alto, California, 
advised SA FRED R, ELLEDGE that VICTOR M, ARNAUTOFF continues ~ 
his employment as Assistant Professor in the Art Department. 


\ 
—CONFDENPEAL— 


A 
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ARNAUTOFF has no classes to teach during the Summer quarter, however, 
at the start of the Fall quarter, he will resume teaching classes 
probably on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Miss OWEN said that 
ARNAUTOFF has received his appointment for next year to continue teach- 
ing at Stanford University, She stated that ARNAUTOFF continues to 
list his residence as 1007 Washington Street, Colma, California. 


The July, 1960 Street Address Telephone Directory 
for San Francisco lists VICTOR M, ARNAUTOFF as residing at 1007 Wash- 
ington Street, Colma, California. 


il, COMMUNIST PARTY (CP) ACTIVITIES 


The CP, USA has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Execu- 
tive Order 10450, 


SF T-1 on March 22, 1960, advised that VICT® M, 
ARNAUTOFF continues to be a dues-paying member of Club No. 2, Inner 
Mission Section, San Francisco County cP (SFOCP) from October, 1959, 
through March, 1960. 


SF T-1 on February 12, 1960, furnished the following 
information: 


On January 18, 1960, a meeting of Club No, 2, Inter 
Mission Section, SFCCP, was held at 34A Hill Street, San Francisco, 
California. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was in attendance at this meeting, The 
principal topic of discussion during the meeting was the CP National 
Convention, 


SF T-1 on February 19, 1960, furnished the follqwing 
information: 


On February 11, 1960, a meeting of Club No. 2 was 
held at 323 Hill Street, San Francisco, and VICTOR ARNAUTOFF attended 
this meeting, The main topic of discussion was the minutes of the 
17th National CP Convention, 


SF T-1 on March 16, 1960, furnished the following 
information: 
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On March 2, 1960, a meeting of Club No, 2 was 
held at 323 Hill Street, San Francisco, VICTCR ARNAUTOFF and his 
wife, LYDIA, were in attendance, LYDIA ARNAUTOFF was elected 
Chairman of the meeting. The main topic of discussion was the 
recent California CP Convention, 


SF T=-1 on April 12, 1960, furnished the following 
information: , 


On April 11, 1960, a meeting of Club No. 2 was. 
held at 1250 Girard Street, San Francisco, VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was 
in attendance, The nominations of officers for the forthcoming 
year for Club No. 2 were made at this meeting, VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 
was nominated for Educational Secretary of Club No. 2. It was 
decided that at the next meeting of Club No, 2 the nominations 
would be open and the Club would proceed with the elections of 
officers. 


SF T-2 on May 10, 1960, furnished the following in- 
formation: 


; On May 7,.1960, the Warehouse Section, SFCCP, held 
a benefit for the "People's World" at 1250 Girard Street, San 
Francisco, Approximately 65 to 70 persons attended this * benefit, 
including VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, Food and drinks were offered for sale 
at the benefit. Those who attended the party predicted that the 
net receipts of the benefit would bring in at least $50,00 to ‘$60. 00 
for the benefit of the "Peoplets World." 


The "People's World" is a West Coast Communist 
newspaper. 


SF T-1 on June 16, 1960, furnished the following 
information: 


On May 23, 1960, a meeting of Club No. 2 was held 
at 344A Hill Street, San Francisco. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was in 
attendance. A report was made to the Club on the recent San 
Francisco County Committee CP Convention, Also discussed was the 
failure of the Summit meeting in Paris. It was the joint opinion 
of the comrades in attendance that KHRUSHCHEV realized that nothing 
would be gained by him at the Summit meeting and, therefore, "by 
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talking bluntly, KHRUSHCHEV proved to the whole world the war 
intentions of capitalist powers," The comrades in attendance also 
agreed that the strong condemnation of EISENHOWER and his policies 
by KHRUSHCHEV would prevent future wer provocations by the United 
States and thus assure world peace. At the meeting VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 
discussed the recent demonstrations at the San Francisco City Hall 
against the House Committee on Un-American Activities, According 
to ARNAUTOFF, as a result of the demonstrations against the House 
Committee on: Un-American Activities, there were many comments made 
at the campus at Stanford University. ARNAUTOFF said that many 
professors and students who previously had never discussed politics 
with him, asked ARNAUTOFF questions concerning the demonstrations 
and made some very uncomplimentary remarks about the committee, 


SF T-1 further advised that during this “meeting, 
the comrades all decided to have a raffle on June 2} 1960, at. which 
time a painting of VICTOR ARNAUTOFF would be given away. 


III, AMERICAN RUSSIAN INSTITUTE, INC. 
(ARI) ACTIVITIES 


The ARI has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


7 SF 22-3 on February 8, 1960, furnished the following 
information; rs : 


On February 6, 1960, a meeting sponsored by the ARI 
was held at Santa Maria Hall, 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, 
About 125 people were present, including Mr. and Mrs, VICT(R ARNAUTOFF. 
The chairman of the evening was HOLLAND ROBERTS, the President of 
the ARI, 


The main speaker for the evening was SCOTT NEARING 
who elaborated somewhat on his trip to the Soviet Union, SCOIT 
NEARING, a former teacher, became interested in Russia in 1917 
while he was studying in college. A teacher of his that time was 
pro-Russian, NEARING believed and still does believe in socialism 
or as he said socialism or commmish today, NEARING's idea is that 
the United States had its day, Capitalism after the American 
Revolution in 1776, Russia has its day in socialism now. There 
have been two counter revolutions in the Soviet Union, one in the 
1940's and one in the 1950's. The last one when the fascist 
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military control put up a ring of deterrents surrounding the 

Soviet Union with 175 Air Bases. Their missiles are so powerful 
that the Soviet Union could be wiped out in two hours according 

to American statisticians. NEARING talked about LOYOLA ST, IGNATIUS 
representing the Society Of Jesus, which is the opposite of 
Communism. - 
According to NEARING, the Jesuits are so successful 
because they are trained for specificwrk, He said that the 
Bolsheviks copied the organizational set up of the Jesuits and made 
this their nucleus for Communism, NEARING said that Communism and 
Socialism are very common in the Soviet Union and that approximately 
two out of every 100 people in the Soviet Union are Communist Party 
members. . a 


Before the question and answer period, HOLLAND 
ROBERTS gave the collection speech which brought in over $350.00, 


In a book of biographical essays entitled 
"Adventurous Americans," edited by one DEVERE ALIEN, there appears 
on pages 263 - 276 a biographical sketch of SCOTT NEARING, In 
the Forward to "Adventurous Americans," ALIEN states that he con- 
ceived the plan for the book, but that the actual writing of the 
book was done by close acquaintances of each person depicted, He 
stated that the actual writers had been willing to remain unknown in_ 
order that they might speak without constraint. The following excerpt 
is taken from the sketch entitled "A Puritan Revolutionist SCOTT 
NEARING," 


'NEARING's ardent sympathy with the Russian 
Revolution had been intensified by a visit to Soviet Russia in 
1925, a trip in which he made a study of the educational systen, — 
publishing the first book in English on it. His revolutionary out- 
look had led him to apply for admission to the Communist Party but 
his admission was held up for over a year because the leaders felt 
that his previous pacifism and strong individualistic convictions 
unfitted him to subscribe wholeheartedly to Party principles or to 
work in Party harmony. He was finally admitted in 1926 and re- 
mained. a member three years, longer than most of his friends 
expected . . 


"He resigned because of the refusal of the Party's 
authorities in Moscow to approve a manuscript on imperialism which 
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"he had submitted to a Party publishing house. To him, it was more 
important to publish his work than submit to a Party decision 
which he disagreed, 


"While “in. the Communist Party, NEARING took no 
active part in. its internal affairs. He lectured at the Workers 
School and spoke for the Party in political campaigns. Privately, 
he disagreed with the Party management and he refused to accede to 
suggestions as to his work in the Party. " 


The Worker's School of New York City has been 
cited by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities of the 
United States House of Representatives es "an official Communist 
Party School" located at 35 East 12th’ Street, New York City, which 
was also the headquarters of the Communist Party.’ According to 
this citation, instructors of the Workers! School of New York City 
were always members of the Commmist Party. (Report of Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities rendered on March 29, 1944, 
Pages 89 and 168.) 


SF T-2 on February 10, 1960, advised that VICTR 
ARNAUTOFF and his wife, LYDIA, attended the meeting sponsored by 
the ARI held at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, on February 
6, 1960, at which SCOTT NEARING was the principal speaker. SF T-4 
furnished substantially the same information concerning NEARING's 
speech as did SF B. 


IV, NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COMMITTER FR 


PROTECTION OF FOREIGN BORN (NCCPFB) ACTIVITY 


For documentation of the NCCPFB, refer to appendix 
page. 


SF T-4 on April 28, 1960, furnished the following 
information: 


On April 22, 1960, the 7th Annual testimonial 
evening of the NCCPFB was held in the Empire Room of the Sir Francis 
Drake Hotel, San Francisco, Approximately 60 persons attended this 
meeting, including VICTCR ARNAUTOFF. It was estimated that $1, 300,00 
was collected for the benefit of the NCCPFB from those in attendance. 
The main topic of discussion was the progress of the NCCPFB made 
in preventing the deportation from the United States of foreign born 
Communists. 
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V._ SUPPORT OF THE "PROPIE'S WORID" (PW) - 


SF T-5 on May 9, 1960, furnished the following 
information: 


On May 7, 1960, a benefit for the PW was held at 
1215 Girard Street, San Francisco, Approximately 25 persons 
attended. A ham dinner was served and at the end of the meeting 
a painting by VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was raffled. 


SF T=6 on May 18, 1960, furnished the following 
informations 


On May 15, 1960, a fund-raising party for the benefit 
of the PY was held at 730 Creek Drive, Menlo Park, California. 
Approximately 100 persons attended this benefit, ineluding VICTR 
ARNAUTOFF, The benefit collected approximately "$250. 00 which was 
to be given to the PY. 


. SF T-4 on June 13, 1960, furnished the following 
information: 


On June 11, 1960, a benefit for the PY was held at 
the Louis D. Brandies Hall, 3445 Sacramento Street, San Francisco. 
Approximately 150 persons, ” ineluding VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, attended 
this benefit. Approximately $175.00 in contributions "for the PW 
was donated by those in attendance. The program consisted of speeches 
in favor of the Commmnist press and éntertainment by various folk 
singers. — 


VI, CONTAC WET OFFICTA 

SF T-7 on March 17, 1960, advised that the following 
Soviet nationals stayed in room 109 at the Caravan Lodge, 601 Eddy 
Street, San Francisco, on March 15, 16, 1960: BORIS G. STRELNIKOV, 
a Soviet connected with "Pravda" in New York City, and NIKOLAI V. 
KURDYUMOV, &@ Soviet connected with "Trude" of New York City, 
According to SF T+7, the two Soviets named above traveled to San 
Francisco to cover ihe arrival of four Soviet soldiers who were 
rescued by the United States Navy after being adrift in the Pacific - 


Ocean for several weeks in a disabled landing craft. SF T~7 stated _ 
that both of the above Soviets are newspaper correspondents. 
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According to SF T-7, on March 16, 1960, a 
telephone call was made from room 109 to ‘PLaza. 5-0472. 
.The July, 1960 Street Address Telephone Directory reflects 
that VICTOR M. ARNAUTOFF, 1007 Washington Street, Colma, 
California, is assigned telephone number Plaza 5-O472. 


SF T-8 on April 28, 1960, furnished the 
following information: 


On April 28, 1960, he advised that the Georgian 
State Dancers, a Soviet dance group, would give performances 
in San Francisco on May 2, 3, 1960, and in Berkeley, 
California, on May 4, 1960. Source said that HOLLAND 
ROBERTS, President of the ARI, planned to make arrange- 
ments. for the entertainment of the Georgian Dancers | 
during their stay in the San Francisco area. According 
to the source, ROBERTS planned to consult with VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF to determine the best way to approach those 
persons in charge of the Georgian dancers to make the 
arrangements for taking the dancers on tours of the 
area. 


SF T-9 on May 2-5, 1960, furnished the follow- 
ing information: 

The Georgian State Dancers resided.at the 
Hotel Whitcomb, San Francisco, during their visit to 
the San Francisco area. GEORGI IRAKLIEVICH ASATIANI, 
a member of the dance group, advised that he was making 
a color movie film of his tour of the United States and 
that he had contacted VICTOR ARNAUTOFF and requested 
ARNAUTOFF to show him around the San Francisco area in 
order that ASATIANI could photograph the most interesting 
and colorful sights. SF T-9 further advised that ARNAUTOFF 
planned to give ASATIANI souvenirs including several 
books as a remberance of ASATIANI's visit to. San. . 
Francisco. SF-T-9 said that. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF and. HOLLAND 
ROBERTS visited ASATIANI at the hotel Whitcomb and 
presented to ASATIANI "friendship gifts.” 


The United States Department of State, by 
communication to the FBI on February 20, 1960, furnished 
a list of 64 Soviets comprising the Georgian Dance group 
who were to tour the United States under the auspices 
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of Sol Hurob 


jArtists, Inc. The name of GHORGT 


IRAKLIEVIGH/ASATIANL, born April 10, 1914, at. Bonzya, 
(Zabaikal 0} Last )USSR, appears on ate list. I, 
d 


VIII. MISCELLANEOUS 


. _ SF T-10 on May 6, 1960, furnished an undated 
mimeographed letter which was signed by VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 
and which the source obtained at the American Russian 
Institute, San Francisco. 


The letter reads as follows: 


007 WHSHIRSUOH St. 


Colma, California 


"I am contemplating the possibility of 
organizing a group of American artists, art 
students and art patrons to visit the USSR in the 
summer of 1960. 


"Visits to art schools, museums, galleries, 
artists! studios and personal contacts and dis- 
cussions with Soviet artists, I believe, would 
be mutually enlightening, helpful and. interest- 
ing. 


“Preliminary inquiry indicates that we 
may be able to arrange a one month's round trip 
from New York at the cost of aroung $1200. 90 
per person. 


"In order to proceed with further inquiry 
and work out the itinerary for the trip I 
must first know if there are a sufficient - 
number of people interested in joining such a 
group. 


"If you are interested, I would greatly 


appreciate it 1f you would send me your reply 
to the questions listed below at your earliest 
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"convenience, Answering these questions will 
not obligate you in any way. However, your 
stating your preferences would be of great 
help to me, as I intend to make every effort 
to arrange the itinerary for the trip to 
correspond as closely as possible with the 
desires of the group. 


"Sincerely, 


" /8/ Victor Arnautoff 
Victor M. Arnautov 


"(please detach and return to me), 


"1, Are you interested in joining the group 
: for a trip to the U.S.S.R.? Yes :_: No :": 


"2, Which cities in the U.S.S.R. would you 
like to visit? 

"3. What particular branch of Soviet art anterests. 
you most? Painting:_: Scuipture :_: Graphic_ 
arts :_:. Mural painting: ": Art education :_: 
Other _ 


"4, Which of the summer months in 1960 would suit 


you best? dune :_: July YU}. August :_: 


~~ namé and address, please." | 


BANKING INFORMATION 


On July 26, 1960, the records of the Bank 
of America, Day and Night Branch, Powell Street, San 
Francisco, reflected the following information concerning 
the accounts of VICTOR and LYDIA ARNAUTOFF, 1007 Washington 
Avenue, Colma, California: 
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Savings account number A7155 has been 
maintained in a low 3-figure status for the past 6 months. 
The balance on February 25, 1960, was $214.79. The 
palance on July 26, 1960, was $187 .02.. Commercial account 
number 663755 has been maintained in a low 3-figure status 
for the past 6 months. The balance as of July 22, 1960, 
was $114.03.. No unusual financial transactions were noted 
in either account for the period covering the past 6 months. 


The information reported above cannot be 
obtained except upon the issuance of a subpoena duces 
tecum, EDWARD J. DARBEY, Assistant Manager, Bank of America, 
Powell Street, San Francisco. ; . 
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA PEACE COUNCIL 
en an ate VE COUNCIL 


“the Communist Party, USA, and the American Peace 
Crusade have been designated by the Attorney General of the 


United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 


(NCPC, ) 


In the "Daily People's world" (DPW) issue dated 
July 23, 1956, page 3, colum 1, there appears an article 
which announces that on June 15, 1956, at a meeting of 
"Council supporters" it was decided that the NCPC would be 
dissolved, : , 


The "Daily People's World" 1s a West Coast Com~ 
munist newspaper, which in February, 1957, changed its name 
to "People's World," . 


A source, on February 12, 1957, advised thare has 


‘been no activity on the part of the NCPC since it was dis- 


Solved in June, 1956, 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


San Francisco, California 


x In Reply, Please Refer to Aucust 1 60 
FileNo. SF 100-6359 ue 3, 19 


Title | VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF 
Character INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
Reference Report of SA THOMAS D, 


MC GOLDRICK dated and captioned 
as above at San Francisco, 


All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property 
and is loaned to yo 


: * of the FBI ragency; it and its contents are not to be distribu outside 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 > 7 ‘ Pat . Télson ; 
: . ‘ \ Mob 
UNITED STATES GOVERivnIENT No ; Parsons - 
elmont wow 


Callahan =: 


Memorandum © a | — 


McGuire 


fl 
, Rosen 


eh ro: Hr, J Py Blandy/ As pate: - G@ctober 25, 1960 Tamm 
” ; Trotter 


W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room 


. 5 + Ingram 
FROM: fir, T, D. sng? Gandy — 


supyecT: VICTOR MICHAEL A ARNAUTOFF 


The case on the above- ~captioned individual 
has been reviewed by the Departinent _ and the subject's 
name approved for inclusion in the Security index, 


The memorandum showing departmental 
approval dated October Ped 4768, is located in Bureau 
file 1660-39 6939 Serial 275 


100-47675 


TOR/fbm 


7 00-416 75~ 
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FD.-263 (5-12-55. ) . ~ - 


Reporting Office . 


_ SAN FRANCISCO  , 
TITLE OF CASE ° 


Office of Origin — 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Date 
—e/1 6/61 
Report made by 


THOMAS D. MC GOLDRICK,JR. 
CHARACTER OF CASE 


Tnvestigaiive Period 


12/1/60 - 2/8/61 


Typed By: 


VICTOR wrcant CANAUTOFF 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


ES | 
- REFERENCE . — a 
- Report of SA THOMAS D. MC GOLDRICK, JR;, 8/3/60 at San Francisco. 
ry . p¥ - 
yi INFORMANTS 
| IDENTITY OF SOURCE — LOCATION 
SF T=1 __- [FOTABY)= OY} | 
ee le ; ° ae 
SF T-2.. qe" pry SO a 


SF oT-3 


Special Agent 
in Charge 


Approved K K) 


Copies made: 


{55 Bureau (100-47675) (Re) 
1 - INS, San Francisco (RM 
(64331663) 
3 - San Francisco (105-9593) 
op . 


Do not write in spaces below 


NLVY.” tee d . 
Property of RD cD PEE ZT a by the FBI, and neither i it nor its contents. are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 


U. S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1956 O-——385319 


SF 105-9593 
TDM: ab 
INFORMANTS (cont'd) 
IDENTITY OF SOURCE LOCATION 
| srt | eee FOIA(b)(7) -(D) i 
SF P-5 ” wel ue se 
op T-7 
Source used to document the NCCPFB is |, 


A copy of this report is being designated to INS, 
San Francisco, in view of that agency's continuing interest 
in ARNAUTOFF as the subject of. a possible deportation case. 


Bi | oO 
Cover Page , 
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_ SF 105-9593 


1 PMR ject ts name is included in the Security Index. 

2.[x_| The data appearing on the Security Index card are 
current, 

3.[._]| Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau. 

4 [x7] A suitable photograph [-X] is [_] is not available, 

5. |] Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed, 

6.[-_] Subject is employed in a key facility and 

_ is charged with security responsibility. Interested 
agencies are . 
7.(¥.] This report is classified Confidential because 
FOIA(b)(7) - (D) | (State reason) 
“Lt contains..information furnished by a reliable confidential 
informant who attends with VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 
meetings o ub No..2, Inner Mission Section, San Francisco 
reported ty at these meetings is small and information 
reported by concerning these meetings could reasonably 
tead to his en cation and the loss of y, Yasyable informant. 
8 pox eg ste! previously interviewed (dates) V2 . 

[_ X%] Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason 
during initial interview Subject refused to make any ‘statements 
or answer any questions. Infofmatioh furnished by reliable 
informants since that time indicate that ARNAUTOFF continues 
to be a militant Communist who has expressed open hostility 
towards the U;.S. Government, . It is not believed an interview 
at this time would be productive, 


9.L-_] This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- - 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 

10,.X] This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 

Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) 
Subject continues to be an active member of the CP. . He is 
known to have paid CP dues for the period covering April 
through September, 1960. His last known attendance at a 
CP meeting was in November, 1960, 


11.[X J] Subject's SI card [X_] is [[_] is not tabbed Detcom, 


[X] Subject's activities [X]do [~]do not warrant Detcom 
tabbing. : 


oo . c* 
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oe UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
| FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 1 - INS, San Francisco (C4331663) (RM) 

Report of:: SA THOMAS D, MC GOLDRICK, JR. Office San Francisco 
Date: 2/1 6/61 

Field Office File No: 105-9593 Bureau File No:  100-47675 
Title: VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF 


Character: : INTERNAL SECURITY - Cc 


Synopsis: Subject continues to be employed as..an Assistant art 
Instructor at Stanford University, Palo Alto, Calif., 
and to reside with his wife, LYDIA, at 1007 Washington 
St., Colma, Calif. . He continues to be a dues-paying 
member of Club No. 2, Inner Mission Section, San 

Francisco County CP, having attended at least 4 meetings 

! of Club No. 2 during the period from August, 1960, to 

Nevember, 1960. ARNAUTOFF participated in activities 

of the American Russian Institute, Inc., of San Francisco, 

Northern California Committee for Protection of Foreign 

Born, and attended benefit for "National Guardian" on 

9/2/60. 


= Pe - 


DETAILS: 
I. BACKGROUND 


Residence and Employment 


On January 26, 1961, LILLIAN OWEN, Executive Secretary, 
Office of the President, Stanford University, Palo Alto, 
| California, advisedxthat VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF continues 
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_ SF 105-9593 


TDM: ab 


to be employed at this university as an assistant professor 
of art. ARNAUTOFF's current residence is listed in the 
university files as 1007 Washington Street,Golma, California. 
According to Miss OWEN, the schedule of classes of Stanford 
University for the winter quarter of 1960-1961 school year 
shows that ARNAUTOFF is scheduled to teach classes on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, from 
1:15 pom. to 3:05 p.m., and from 3:15 p.m. to 5:05 p.m. | 
Miss OWEN further advised that ARNAUTOFF will be retired | 
from the university effective August 31, 1962. 


On February 9, 1961/7 Mrs. THERESE MISCHAK, 1871 
Sweetwood Drive, Colma, California, advised that VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF and his wife, LYDIA, continue to reside at 1007 
Washington Street, Colma, California. 


II; COMMUNIST PARTY (CP) ACTIVITIES 


The CP has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States under Executive Order 10450, 


SF T-1, on August 30, 1960, furnished the following 
information: 


On August 15, 1960, a meeting of Club No. 2, Inner 


Mission Section, San Francisco County CP (SFCCP), was held at 


1250 Girarost Street, San Francisco. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF attended 
this meeting. According to SF T-1, the main topic of discus- 
sion during this CP meeting was the efforts on the part of the CP 
£3 inject the fight for world peace into the forthcoming United 
States Presidential elections. It was also brought out that — 

in the eastern section of the United States, many CP members 

had joined political groups but these Comrades did not become 
too active in the group or reveal their CP sympathies for fear 

of being kicked out. _ 


SF T-~1, on October 10, 1960, furnished the following 
information: 


On. September 13, 1960, a meeting of Club No. 2, 
Inner Mission Section, SFCCP, was held at 699 Rhode Island 
Street, San.Francisco, VICTOR ARNAUTOFF attended this meeting. 
The following topics: were discussed at this CP meeting: 
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1) A forthcoming circulation drive for the 
"People's World" | . 
2) Methods of obtaining funds for the San Francisco 
County CP Committee which reportedly was without 
any finances at this time. It was pointed out 
that the County CP Committee recently made a 
‘proposal to divert one-half of what each CP club 
collects in dues. However, the members of Club 
No. 2 unanimously rejected this proposal. Instead 
the Comrades recommended that the San Francisco 
County CP Committee collect sustainers from CP 
club members, — , a oe 
3) The recent meeting of the World Communist Parties 
in Moscow and the ideological dispute between 
the Soviet CP and the Chinese CP. On a motion 
from VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, it was. decided not to 
discuss the Soviet-Chinese differences until the 
local CP received the official story of the 
meeting of the, World Communist Parties, 


The "People's World" is a West Coast Communist newspaper. 


sr ie, on September 27, 1960, advised that MICKEY 
and HELEN L were invited to attend a dinner on Saturday, 
October 15, 1960, at the home of VICTOR and LYDIA ARNAUTOFF, 


1007 Washington Street, Colma, Calif. _ | | 
SF T-2, £ October 27, 1960, advised that ALBERT 


JASON (MICKEY) L s the paid full-time Chairman of the 
Northern California District Communist Party, whose offices 


are located at 942 Market Street, Room 410, San Francisco, 


According to SF T-2, MICKEY LIMA divides his working time 
between CP headquarters and the offices of the "People's 
World", and that he resides in Oakland, California, with his | 
wife, HELEN. 


SF T-1, on October 5, 1960, furnished the following 
information: 


_ VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF continues to bea dues- 
paying member of Club No. 2, Inner Mission Section, SFCCP, 
and paid his dues in full during the period from April through 
September, 1960. ; 


- §F T-2, on November 11, 1960, furnished the following - 
information: 2 


~ 


+ 
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On October 25, 1960, a meeting of Club No. .2, Inner 
Mission Section, SFCCP, was held at the home of VICTOR and 
LYDIA ARNAUTOFF, 1007 Washington Street, Colma, California, 
‘VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was in attendance at. this meeting. It was 
announced that at the last meeting of the San Francisco 
County CP Committee, a decision was made that each CP member 
must pledge at least one subscription to the current "Peoplets 
- World" drive. In addition, each CP club received instructions 
to order a one-year subscription to the "People's World" and 
give it to some individual who was unable to pay for the paper. 


‘SF T-1, on December 7, 1960, furnished the following | 
information: 


A meeting of Club No. -2, Inner Mission Section, 
SFCCP, was held at 699 Rhode Island Street, San Francisco. 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF attended this meeting. -The main topic of 
discussion at this meeting was plans for a snack bar that 
members of Club No. 2 were to operate at a forthcoming bazaar 
for the benefit of the "People's World." The Comrades present 
decided to order a $20.00 anniversary ad to run in the "People's 
World." Donations were contributed by those members present, 
including VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, to send two CP members from San 
Francisco to a national Marxist school. During a discussion 
of the recent United States Presidential elections, VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF voiced the opinion that President KENNEDY was a 
"reactionary" and would follow the same policies as former So 
President EISENHOWER. This meeting took place on November 23,1960. 
III. AMERICAN-RUSSIAN INSTITUTE, INC., OF SAN FRANCISCO (ARI) 

ACTIVITIES 


The ARI has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order. 10450, 


.SF T-3, on December 12, 1960, furnished the following 
information: 


On December 10,1960, a celebration in honor of 43 
years of American-Soviet cultural relations was held at 150 
Golden Gate Ave., San Francisco. This affair was sponsored by 
the ARI. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was in attendance. The main theme 
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of the meeting was "New High Roads to Peace and Friendship" 
and was a description of the various peace movements throughout 
Europe. It was also mentioned that the United States should 
abolish the House Committee on Un-American Activities and that 
the United States should refrain from having missile bases 
‘abroad, Petitions were circulated among those present concern- 
ing the two above suggestions. $850.00 was taken in contribu- 
tions from those in attendance, 


SF T-4,on December 16, 1960, and SF T-5, on December~- 
15, 1960, furnished substantially the same information concern- 
ing the ARI sponsored celebration on December 10, 1960, as 
that. furnished by SF T-3. SF T-4 and SF T-5 advised that 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was present at this celebration. — 


Iv. NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COMMITTEE FOR PROTECTION 
OF FOREIGN BORN (NCCPFB) ACTIVITY 


For documentation of NCCPFB, refer to Appendix Page. 


SF T-3, on November 21, 1960, furnished the following 
information: “ 


: The 8th annual Festival of Nationalities sponsored 
by the NCCPFB was held on November 19, 1960, at 1819 10th 
Street, Berkeley, California. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was in © 
attendance. This festival had been advertised by mailed -. 
leaflets and in the November,19, 1960, edition of the "People's 
World," Admission was $1.00 per person. Approximately 250 
persons attended. The main topic of conversation at this 
celebration was the efforts of the NCCPFB to prevent the 
deportation from the United States by the Us S: Immigration 
and Naturalization Service of those individuals considered 
undesirable by the U,. S;! Government, 


SF 7-6, on November 23, 1960, furnished substantially 


the same information as SF T-3 regarding the 8th annual Festival 
of Nationalities sponsored by the NCCPFB at 1819 10th Street 
on November 19, 1960. SF T-6 advised that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 

was present at this celebration. , 


Vi MISCELLANEOUS 


On September 7, 1960, SF T-7 furnished the following 
information: 


"$F 105-9593 
TDM: ab 


On September 2, 1960, a public meeting sponsored 
by the "National Guardian" was held at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, 


San Francisco. Approximately 300 people attended, including 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF. co 


For documentation of the "National Guardian", refer 
to the Appendix Page. 
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"NATIONAL GUARDIAN" 


"Es stablished by the American Labor Party in 
1947 as a ‘progressive! weekly...Although it cenies having 
any affiliation with the Cemmunist Party (CP), it has 
mar.Fested itself from the beginni as a virtues] official 
preeaganda arm o! Seviet Russia.” Committes Ov los 
wicam Setivities, Reporc, "Trial by Treason: The 
ational Cocmiitee to Secure Justice for the Rosenbergs 

and Morton Sobell," August 25, 1956, p. 12.) 


APPENDIX PAGE 
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COMMITTEE 
FOR PROTECTION OF FOREIGN BORN 


The "Daily People's World," now known as the 
"People's World," a West Coast Communist newspaper, of 
November 2, 1950; page 10, columns 1 and 2, contained an 
article entitled, "Northern California Committee for Foreign 
Born Planned." This article stated that plans for the — 
organization of a Northern California Committee for Pro- 
tection of Foreign Born would be made at a meeting on 
November 6, 1950, at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisce, 
California. ; 


A source advised on April 15, 1960, that the 
Northern California Committee for Protection of Foreign Born, 
although an independent organization, follows the directives 
of the American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born 
(ACPFB) and implements, in Northern California, the national 
program of the ACPFB, 


The source further advised that the Northern 
California Committee for Protection of Foreign Born cen- 
tinues to be active in defending the foreign born in depor- 
tation proceedings and in securing support for the repeal 
of the Walter-McCarran Law. 


The ACPFB has been designated by the Attorney 
aeneee of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. , 


APPENDIX PAGE 
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. UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
. PIL Srey | 
FEDERAL BUREAU “OF INVESTIGATION 
San Francisco,California 


February 16, 1961 


In Reply, Please Refer to 


File No. 105-9593 


Title VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF 


Character INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Reference Report of'Special Agent THOMAS D, 
> MC GOLDRICK, JR., dated and captioned 
as above at San Francisco, California 


All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 


This document contains neither. recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, 


NW: 15047 Doxlds, srQOO 62 PagertoS:ener it and its contents are not to be BL, Ets the property 


1 ~ Mr. Pettit 


‘SAC, San Francisco (100-9593) April 13, 1961 
Director, FBI (100-47675) 


2 . 
VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


The Passport Office of the Department 
of State has advised that Passport Number 
B273641 was issued to the subject on 4-10-61. 
Remain alert for information concerning subject's 


“) travel plans at which time you should advise the 
a Bureau in a form suitable for dissemination, 
wu! including a summary of his subversive background, 
a as well as travel plans. 
NOTE ON YELLOW: 
Subject key figure of the San Francisco. 
Office. State and CIA have been previously furnished 
with copies of pertinent reports. . 
BGLP: f lw 
(4) 
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WFO 105-3728 


The file contained a letter dated 3/20/61 from 
Miss WALKER to the Passport Office on the letterhead of 
"Law Offices of McMurray, Walker, and Tepper, 785 Market 
Street, San Francisco 3, California," and reflects an 
inquiry re subject's passport application of 2/27/61. 
WALKER says that it is urgently needed so that subject 
can make necessary visa.applications. It bore the state- 
ment "He is making the trip as a paid group oe of -an 


organized tour," The file also included a o dated) 
4/10/61 which reflected that Mr. LEONARD B¢ABOUDIN, 2A 
New York attorney, telephoned the State:' Dep rtment on 
4/7/61, and made inquiry as to the status of Mr, ARNAUTOFF 's 
passport application, He stated that DORIS WALKER, a . 
California attorney and friend of his, had asked him to 

look into the matter. - : 
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. : ae STATES Cees ; - 4 
-Memorandum | e 
TO =: ~~ ~DIRECTOR, FBI (100-47675) | ‘DATE: 5/18/61 
Wy) FROM : §AC, WFO (105-3728) | 
[” swnyecr: Co ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED. 
ON YZCTOG MICHAEL: ARNAUTOFF HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


(00:SF) | DATE tal BY sped — 


Re San Francisco airtel to WFO, 5/2/61. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are seven copies of a 
am letterhead memorandum reflecting information contained in 
subject's passport application and the issuance of a passport 
to him, 


> Two copies of this letterhead memorandum are 
x designated for San Francisco, A copy of the cover letter 
D2 and letterhead memorandum are designated for New York for. 
information purposes inasmuch as it is noted that subject 
plans to depart from the Port of New York on approximately 


é 
\2 
xX May 14, 1961: 


Prints of the photograph appearing on subject's 
passport application will be forwarded to San Francisco 
by routing slip at a later date. 


The files of the Passport Office were made available 
oo on 5/11/61, to SA COULTON, by Mrs. VERDE BUCKLER, Agency « 
// '  :Liaison Officer, 


It was noted in reSF airtel that subject's. birthdate 
is reflected as 11/11/86, however, his passport application 


reflects his birthdate as 11/11/96, [hee POU, /Ké. ra 
! RNeriscis tat 


- Sk A review of subject's passport fil flects’ that 
Wee ne attorney representing him was Miss DORIS BRI ALKER, 

cy 785 Market Street, San Francisco, California, The\ file 

“Yndicated that tis is"the™ SubJecelesti ES¢—pasSport application 


od ever filed. 

G RUC oo “REC. 65 20/ 

\ (Z¥- Bureau (Enc. 7) | | Si +o 767 a 
3" San Francisco (105-9593) (Enc. 2) CaM) 
1 — New York (Info). (Enc; 1) (RM) : — mel 
1 - WFO 25 MAY 19 1961 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


«< 


In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON 25, D. G 


File No. - May 18, 1961 


VICTOR MIKHAIL ARNAUTOFF 
INTERNAL SECURITY-C 


The files of the Passport Office, United States 
Department of State, reviewed on May 11, 1961, disclosed 
that Victor Mikhail: Arnautoff was issued Passport Number 
B273641 on April 10, 1961, at Washington, D. C., for a 
proposed six weeks' travel to Holland, Finland, Union of - 
Soviet Socialist Republics, Austria, France, and England - 
for the purpose of "to visit relatives", 


This passport is valid for three years from the 
date of issuance for travel to all countries except Albania, 
Cuba, and those portions of China, Korea, and Viet-Nam under 
communist control, ; 


In his passport application dated February 27, 
1961, at San Francisco, California, Arnautoff indicated - 
that he intended to depart from New York City on approxi- 
mately May 4, 1961, by air. Arnautoff indicated that he 
was traveling in an organized tour. 


Arnautoff stated that he was born November 1l, 
1896, in Russia. He indicated that he immigrated to the 
United States in June, 1931, and has resided continuously 
since that time at San Francisco, California, and Colma, 
California, He stated that he was naturalized on August 2, 
1937, in United States District Court at San Francisco, 
Certificate of Naturalization Number 4331663, and indicated 
that prior to his naturalization he was a National of "Russia- 
USSR". The file contained the notation that subject had 
submitted his Certificate of Naturalization as verification 
of the above information; 


BS bp ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


NY 
08 1, rm HEREIN |S UNCLASSIFIED 
“DATE lyf’ BY spite hd 
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ENCLOSURE 


VICTOR MIKHAIL ARNAUTOFF 


Arnautoff listed his permanent residence and mailing 
address as 1007 Washington Street, Colma, California‘: 


VassilievichMArnautoff, father, born approximapel y—1866———. 
in Russia, his mother, Adelaida IvanovnaxkKravzova, 


Gorn approximately_1870-in Russia. He indi¢hted that neither , . . 
of his parents had become United States citizens« Kge2 ele. 
he was last married on 


September 1, 1923, to Lydia V/)Glonsky, who was born at 
Vladivostok, Russia, on February\6, 1903, and that this . 
marriage, has pot, terminated. TN hm ode 
fey Ue Les SP Cahae Cal T Non neatolf = 
accident, Arnautoéfi 


In the event of deaths 
requested that his son, Vasily V;) Arnautoff, 893 Wisconsin 
be notified, - Nabari, 


Street, San Francisco, California) 


ojkgreau stated that his parents were Mikhail 


Arnautoff indicated 


The passport application cyntained the following 
additional descriptive data: 


Height: 5* 10" 

Hair: | Gray 

Eyes: Brown , 

Marks: Mole on right side 
—— of chin, 

Occupation: Artist, Professor 


This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FRI. It is the property of 

the FEI and is locned to your agency; 
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Was tre WOkAnS ae aR organised. ite ’ 


Song Una ted States ‘in dune, 2001, and | Dae weadided < 
_. place that time at San Pranctisc Lorn a, ‘and Colma, 


FEDERAL. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION- ae oe Sgr a 


; sites so, th, os 
upias teentianistaneel ‘uated = 


California. He. stated that be. was Cenkfornia, on August ’ cae 


ae = 1937, in United States District Court at San Francisco, ke 
Cos Cortazicate of Hoturalization: Nunber 4331668, aad. Andicated aes 


a USSR". ‘The £tle contained the notation that. “subject haa 
os gabind teed bas. Certificate of, Retire lization as verification — 
ae fad the: ‘abave sntee ACLON. 
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 


rT 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 25, QR. C. oe 
., - 3 
tr . 


FBI Liaison: 


Res 


Residence : 


Bureau File Number: 
- Washington Field Office: 


Passport Number: 


Attorney: 


Travel Plans: 

Port of Departure: 

Date of Departure: 

Means of Transportation: 
Proposed Length of Stay: 


Countries to be Visited: 


ose of Trip: 


<8 WY 2 1 28 


Copy — Rocsctee 


dete... FS. SZ {&, Gf senpeecazseseeewenees 


RECEIVED FROM 


New York 


ee AB 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE C 7 


WASHINGTON if Yo 


For Information Only A) 


Victor virnai] mautoft 
Born: November 11, 1896 


' Place: Russia 


1007 Washington Street, 
Colma, California 


100-7675 
105-3728 


 B273641 issued April 10, 


1961 at Department of State 


Miss Doris Brin Walker, 
785 Market Street, 
San Francisco, California 


100 “#41075 


NOT | RECORDED | 


May 14, 1961 
os 9 APR 28 1961 


Air 


ee Ee, 


approximately six weeks 


Holland, Finalnd, USSR, Austria, 
France and England 


rr’. 


Visit relatives Co 


PASSPORT OFFICE 
PT/L - Robert D. Johnson 


wet Fe ve toe Mom ‘sy ¢ 


_] = Mr. Jackson 
1 - Liaison 


REC. 72 “168-4763 6 S202. 


“<0 =4 185 
be Dates Hay 16, 1961- 
a To: Office of Security 
( Department of State 
From: John Edgar Hoover, Director 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOPR 
INTERNAL SECURITY - co 


‘SECURITY PATTER: oC 


ene copy of a memorandum regarding ‘the 
eaptioned subjects is enclosed for your Department | 
and the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). Reports 
concerning these subjeets have previously been © 
transmitted to -your Departnent and CHA, 


ow, 


‘This Bureau would appreciate receiving 

any pertinent information your Department or CIA 
may receive concerning, these subjects during their” 
trip abroad, — 


on rewoval of the classified enclosure, 
this transm: ittal letter beconss unclassified. 


Enclosure 


Le Director (Enelesure) . 
€entral Intelligence Agency. 


era) 


BY COURIER Svc. 


Attention: pepity Director, Plais ca 


E oH Be | a, 
NOTE ON YELLOW: Subjects, husband and wife, Nie SI subjects of' 
-Boan Fraicines Office, Subjects depagted’’San Francisco on or about 
sche PRCT mes -11-61 for a visit to Russia, let Bris classified "Confidential: 

Mohs —__ Vsifice it transmits a memo so. classified, whic ‘contains info 
Callahan from confidential infg formant ts of cont inuigg va Ue, the unauthaize 
disclosure of which léou Jeopardige ze \their futuret effectiveness, 
Memo | enclosed is the enclosure to SF. aiptelss*9-61; , Bufiles are | 
2 675. and 100-4185 10, respectively. "* BO je 


oo COMM - EBL 


AB Foo 6dPagert 


> COPY 


. 5 : 


roo, 


t 
| 


| . 


AY Ck a , 
ise piul4 de. / Af 


— (ev. °12-13-56) | 


. : ray . , 
. . 4 ”. _| re -_ 
* ‘ . _ ry po Pe koe . 
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FBI 


Date: 5/9/61 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plain text or code) © ; ws h : 
1 OY 
Vi ATRTEL ATRMATL | ae b 
ee N — ee 
ne : : (Priority or Method of Mailing) 


ES Lees teeta 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-47675;100-418510) a asgion 


SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (105-9593; 100- pe 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF Cop seihee. Crk. Lh 
isc 7/4 [fea by ii 
yy 4 “| action \ 
LYDIA ARNAUTOFF, aka 3 Li we ye 1nd | 
SM-c . a DY cect ennn og hI LOAL Ate 


Enclosed for the Bureau are 12 copies and to New 
York two copies of a letterhead memorandum including travel. 


plans and a Summary of the subversive activities of captioned 
subjects. 


FOIA(b){/7) - (D . 
(DVI-D) --Ta1. mentioned in enclosed letterhead memorandum 


is|_ and SF T-2 is | . The SA who interviewed | 07 
LYDIA ARNAUTOFF under pretext on 5/73/61 was WILLIAM F. MC LAUGHLIN - 3: 


Leads have been set out for WFO to check records 
of Passport Office, Department of State, and NYO to check 
with Consolidated Tours for more specific information re 
travel plans of Subjects. Any additional data received re 
‘itinerary of the ARNAUTOFFs will be promptly furnished to 
the Bureau in form suitable for dissemination. 


ce 


a4 
NE 


4 
3 
2 
> 
7 


FD-122 has been submitted showing the travel status 
of the ARNAUTOFFs. 


| COPYA 


x Ot 
BEG £ 


_ Information copies are béing furnished to the New e 
Can Office inasmuch as the Subjects are traveling in that Division a 


Rereps VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, 2/16/61 and LYDIA ARNAUTOFF, 


on" at SF. No addi tional! pertinent information developed 
> oor rereps. 


gh \ re Bureau (Enc. 12) (REG) a /OE” ne ae eL42. 


yo New York (Enc. 2) (INFO; REG) ©  & 


2 San F i S MAY i 1961 
“f aN TDM:IMR #12 ge ELS 7 
4 (10) NOE, | ) 


NW: ee ce OY ‘Page 
- Approved: Cd Larbeck Sent 
3” 


Special Agent in Charge “7 ; \ 


@ Ls 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. San Francisco, California 
May 9, 1961 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF — 


LYDIA ARNAUTOFF, nee Lydia 
Vasilievna Blonsky, aka _ 
Mrs. Victor Michael Arnautoff 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF 


Records of Stanford University, Palo Alto, 
California, on March 7, 1961 reflected that VICTOR M. 

@ sRNAUTOFF, Assistant Professor of Art,requested leave with 
pay for the period May 15, 1961 through June 8, 1961. 
According to ARNAUTOFF he had an opportunity to make a 
five week tour of the USSR beginning May 14, 1961. He 
said that he would act as an interpreter and assistant 
guide on a tour group and that the purpose of his tour 
was to study at firsthand the present state of the arts 
in the USSR. 7 


SF T-1, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, on March 14, 1961,furnished the following 
information. ‘ JICTOR and LYDIA@ARNAUTOFF plan to visit 
the Soviet Union and expect to leave San Francisco, 
California, on May 11, 1961. The ARNAUTOFFs plan to fly 
from San Francisco to New York and thence to Stockholm, 
Sweden; Helsinki, Finland; Leningrad, Moscow, Kiev and 
other cities in the USSR, ; | 


On May 3, 1961 LYDIA ARNAUTOFF, 1007 Washington 
Avenue, Colma, California, was telephonically interviewed 
under suitable pretext by a Special Agent of the FBI, at 
which time she furnished the following information. She and 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI.. It is the property of the 
FBI and is. loaned to-your agency; it and its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your 
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VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF; 
LYDIA ARNAUTOFF, nee, aka 


her husband VICTOR planned to travel on a tour conducted 
by Consolidated Tours, Inc., 250 West 57th Street, New 
York 19, New York. Travel will include the USSR and 
some European countries. The tour will depart New York 
City on or about May 12, 1961 and will be of five weeks 
duration. 


Records of the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS), San Francisco, California, File No. C4331663, 
contain the following information concerning VICTOR MICHAEL 
ARNAUTOFF., He was born November 11, 1896 at Marinpol, 
Russia, and served as a cavalry officer in Russia during 
World War I. From 1922 to 1925 he served in the Manchurian 
Cavalry. He legally entered the United States at Nogales, 
Arizona, on May 23, 1931 and was awarded United States 
citizenship, Certificate No. 4331663, on August 2, 1939 in 
U.S. District Court, San Francisco. He is married to 


LYDIA ARNAUTOFF, born February 2, 1903 at Mukden, China. 
BET Marae 


FOIA(b)(6) | -------------... VICTOR and LYDIA ARNAUTOFF have three children: MICHA 
born lin China; BASIL, born October 9, 19% oak JED, in 
~Mexico; CC 2 yPorn_ septs Sep cme 11,\ 1930 in Mexico. 


SAE ee rord University, Palo Alto, 
California, reflect that VICTOR Mh XARNAUTOFF ‘is employed 

by this institution as an Assist nt“Professor of Art, and 
that he resides at 1007 Washington Avenue, Colma, California. 


_ Records of the Passport Office of the U.S. Department — 
of State, Washington, D.C., reflect that Passport No. B273641 


FOIA(b)(7) - (D) was issued to VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF on April 10, 1961. 


FOIA(b){7) - (E) |°- 


COMMUNIST PARTY (cP) 


The CP, USA has been designated by the Attorney 
, General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
' Order 10450. 
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VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF; 
LYDIA ARNAUTOFF, nee, aka 


SF T-1 advised that VICTOR M. ARNAUTOFF has been 
an active member of the San Francisco County CP since at 
least 1946, This source advised on January 9, 1961 that 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF attended a meeting of the Inner-Mission 
Club #2, San Francisco County CP, and that as of that 
date VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was an active dues paying member of 
the CP. 


AMERICAN RUSSIAN INSTITUTE, INC. (ARI) 
| OF SAN FRANCISCO 


The ARI of San Francisco has been designated by 
the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450, 


SF T-1 advised that VICTOR ARNAUTOFF has been active 
in the affairs of the ARI since 1947 and that on numerous 
occasions ARNAUTOFF has served on the ARI Executive Board 
and/or the ARI Executive Committee. This source stated 
that as of April, 1961 VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was one of four 
persons who were authorized to issue checks on behalf of 


the ARI, 
RUSSI AN-AMERICAN SOCIETY, INC. (RAS ) 


The RAS has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


SF T-1 advised that since the inception of the RAS 
in 1941 until it was disbanded in 1958, VICTOR ARNAUTOFF held 
the position of President of the RAS and was active in the 
affairs of this society. 


"PEOPLE'S WORLD" 


The "People's World" (PW) is a west coast communist 
newspaper. 


An advertisement appearing in thé April 29, 1961 
edition of the PW reflects that on May 6, 1961 a "Bon Voyage 
Party" honoring VICTOR and LYDIA ARNAUTOFF was held at 
271 Francisco Street, San Francisco, for the benefit of 
the "Free Press", 
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VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF; 
LYDIA ARNAUTOFF, nee, aka 


“LYDIA ARNAUTOFF, nee Lydia 
Vasilievna Blonsky, aka 
Mrs. Victor Michael Arnautoff 


Records of the INS, San Francisco, File No. 
chs11 446, contain the following information concerning 
LYDIA ARNAUTOFF, nee LYDIA VASILIEVNA BLONSKY, aka Mrs. 
VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF. 


She was born February 6, 1903 at Vladivostok, 
Russia, and entered the United States at Nogales, Arizona, 
on May 23, 1931. She became a naturalized citizen of the 
United States on August 7, 1939 in the U.S. District Court, 
San Francisco. She married VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF on 
September 22, 1923. . 

SF T-1 advised on April 27, 1961 that LYDIA 
ARNAUTOFF resides with her husband at 1007 Washington Street, 
Colma, California, and is employed as a bookkeeper for 
SERGEI I. STARK, a public accountant and tax consultant 
doing business as the Peoples Service Company, 2076 Sutter 
Street, San Francisco, California. 


‘CONTACTS WITH OFFICIALS OF THE USSR 


Special Agents of the FBI observed that LYDIA 
ARNAUTOFF visited the USSR Consulate in San Francisco on 
numerous occasions during the period from 1945 to 1948. 


SF T-2, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised in August, 1947 that LYDIA ARNAUTOFF was 
employed by the Amtorg Trading Corporation in San Francisco, 
California. 


COMMUNIST PARTY 


SF T+1 advised that LYDIA ARNAUTOFF has been a member 
of the San Francisco County CP since the 1940s, and that as 
of December 7, 1960 she was an active dues-paying member of 
Club #2, Inner-Mission Section, San Francisco County CP. 


RUSSIAN-AMERICAN SOCIETY 


SF| T-1 advised that LYDIA ARNAUTOFF was active in 
the affairs|of the RAS and attended meetings of the Executive 
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VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF; 
LYDIA ARNAUTOFF, nee, aka 


Board of the RAS from 1947 until this society disbanded 
in 1958. 


ART OF SAN FRANCISCO 


SF T-1 advised that for many years LYDIA ARNAUTOFF 
has been active in the affairs of the ARI. According to 
this source, LYDIA ARNAUTOFF has volunteered her services 
to the ARI as an office worker and on numerous occasions has 
served on! various boards and committees of the ARI, 


Hl 
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” FD-122 (Rev. 1-4-60) 
- OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 
UNITED STATES/ ° eo 


ae 


a, 


ogres um 


TO : Director, FBI (Bufilee 100-47675 ) DATE: 5/9/63 LE 
pdt 


FROM Re, SAN FRANCISCO (105-9593) 


SUBJECT: VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF he 


* 
a) noe 
Is - C | OQ off 
- vy 
Lr 
LC] It is recommended that a Security x] The Security Index Card on the 
Index Card be prepared on the ; . - captioned individual should be 
above-captioned individual. : changed as follows (specify 
. change only): 
Name 
Aliases 


LI native Born ; [| naturaiizea [Jatin 
[-T communist [_]sociatist Workers "Sh af [J indepencent Socialist League 


| roe 
[*Jmiscettaneous (specify) - 
[dren for Detcom EZ" [7] mate : L|Femate 
— 


Business7Address (show name of empl ng concern and address) 


, sectror 
“Traveling—outs: ide the USA..from,.5/AA/bL<tox6/ G/Ol<on= 


touy, Cg USSR and Europe. 
2 Me, 


Key Facility Data. 

Geographical Reference Number Wn Responsibility — 
LOB UT 6 Pro _ 

Not i ae f 

( C 

' 8 M AAY 1 71 561 


Interested Agencies 


Residence. Address 


(Qewean (REG) 


t 
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REGISTERED MAIL 


58 MAY 241961 _ ot 


rs 
_ ot a 
FD-36 (Rev.,12=13-56) 
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Date: 5/17/61 


Transmit the following in ( 4 
(Type in plain text or code) Mi! 
T | . 
“Via AIRTEL AIRMAIL 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) r 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-47675; 100-418510) 
FROM: SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (105-9593; 100-21344) 


VICTOR MICHAEL’ ARNAUTOFF 
Is - ¢ 


LYDIA ARNAUTOFF, aka 
-SM - C 


Re SF airtel and letterhead memo 5/9/61. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are 12 copies of a letterhead 
memorandum setting forth additional information regarding 
travel of captioned Subjects. 


} 
; SF T-1 mentioned in enclosed memorandum is y 
who furnished information _ on _5/8/61..and.. 5/16/04 ‘to SA DAVID E. ~ 
oo. TODD....--------> “& 
FOIA(b)(4) = (D) }------ Vey 
is of the opinion that the ARNAUTOFFs may ~ 
be traveling with a tour, one advertised in the "PW" issue YY 
of 3/18/61; however, source feels that if the ARNAUTOFFs did 4 
depart with this tour they would not remain with the group Ne 
but will go their separate ways to see their relatives in Aw 
the USSR and will rejoin the tour at a later date. According NC 
to the "PW" ad, this tour was to leave Los Angeles by jet fi 
plane on 5/13/61 and travel to Paris, London, Copenhagen, ni 
Leningrad, Moscow, Kiev, Odessa, Yalta, Sochi, Tbilisi, Kharkov,]| &i 
Moscow, Vienna, aumiens Amsterdam, and back to Los Angeles. a4 Ee 
According to the ad, anyone interested should write to Box 7 
“ M.G. in care of the "PW" in Los Angeles. / e> 
& . 1 ae 
ei > Saee by, om Eh 
le G G) Bureau Bye. 12; AM, REG) C8 ay 710-76 7Sapb 3 3 
; we! 2 San Fréngeisco “ bat 
| 4A, ® © 2 way 19196 
a TOM: LA f age ee ck \ i 
5 / 7 + Les . ier f 
oer Ca SE ome ial ‘ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
4 San Francisco, California 
In Reply, Please Refer to May 17, 1961 

File No. : 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFP; 
LYDIA ARNAUTOFF, nee Lydia 
Vasilievna Blonsky, aka 

Mrs. Victor Michael Arnautoff 


San Francisco T-1, who has furnished reliable infor- 
mation in the past, on May 16, 1961 advised that VICTOR 
and LYDIA ARNAUTOFF departed San Francisco, California, 
on May 11, 1961 by plane for New York City. From New 
York they will proceed to Europe and the USSR. SF T-1 
said the ARNAUTOFFs were extremely secretive about their 
trip and refused to discuss their travel itinerary. 


On May 6, 1961 at a Bon Voya@ Party given for the 
ARNAUTOFFs, VICTOR ARNAUTOFF announced that he would be 
in San Francisco on May 15, 1961 to attend a Communist 
Party meeting. , 


Records of the U.S. Department of State, Washington, 
D.C., reflect that VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF planned to 
depart from New York on May 14, 1961 by air for approxi- 
mately six weeks to visit Holland, Finland, USSR, Austria, 
France and England. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your 
agency. 


COPTEg =. ~, 
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UNITED, STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI crac enn) DATE: 5/19/61 
fp* SAC, NEW YORK (200-81938) 
SUBJECT: VICTOR utcuand ARN AUTOFF _ x. 
Is - Cc | 7 
LYDIA ARNAUTOFF, aka. 
SM - C 
(00: SF) 


Enclosed for the Bureau are 12 copies an 
SF copies of a letterhead memorandum concerning travel plans 
of captioned subjects. 


The sources used in the letterhead memorandum 
- in the order of their appearance are as follows: 


i 


SA JOSEPH C. FEE conducted the telephonic 
pretext of "Russky Golos" as the son of a person interested 
in making a trip to the Soviet Union. 


No further investigation is being conducted 


by the NYO. 
! burt 12] 
BS; Bureau (100- 476754 (VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF) 
- (1 - 100-418310) (LYDIA ARNAUTOFF) — - 
3 - San Francisco (108- 96G3 ) (VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFE 
(1 - 100-.3/ 34 Y) (fDi ARNAUTOFF ) 


1 - New York (100-65244 
1 - New York (100- 193. 


ool wee e Ser Ft pplpc389 


REC- 24 


‘go may 23 1961 


— =< 
cpio may Se 
nee 40 
J ee set corres DRSTROYED | 
ape i — | 9 3 18973 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


/ In Reply, Please Refer to New York, New ‘York 


é File No. 
May 19, 1961 


Re: Victor Michael Arnautoff 
-. (Internal Security ->¢ 


Lydia Arnautoff 
- Security Matter - C 


Reference is made to. the memorandum captioned 
as above dated May 9, 1961, at San Francisco, California. 


On May 11, 1961, a source who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised that Victor 
Arnautoff and Lydia Arnautoff are departing for Russia 
on the ‘agricultural group" tour which is being led by 
Victor Yakhontoff, an elderly Russian Army general. He 
stated that the entire group totals.59. individuals, the 
‘majority of which are elderly. immigrant farmers who 
intend to.visit their families in Russia. This source 
- stated that he did not know if any organization was 
sponsoring. the tour since all the arrangements were 
made by Yakhontoff. — SO Ce 


This. source advised that. the tour is 
scheduled to follow the following itinerary: 


May: 14, 1962 uss.» Leave: New York for. Amsterdam 
Lo ya! KLM (Royal ‘Dutch Air- 
lines) flight 644 


May 16,1961 | os y Leave Amsterdam for Helsinki 
-. 'yia Finn Air, flight 852 


May 17, 1961. -- Leave Helsinki for Leningrad 
7 vo wha Aeroflot (SU) flight 612 


- This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and 1s loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be. distributed outside 


your agency. a 
(ra- F1OTS 304 
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DEC 11 ig7y ENCLOSURE. 


Re: Victor Michael Arnautoff 
Lydia Arnautoff 


May 21, 1961 Teave Leningrad for Moscow 
via Su (flight unknown) 


May 27, 1961 - Leave Moscow for Kiev via 
| SU (flight unknown) 


Leave Kiev for Vienna via 
SU flight 113 


June 12, 1961 


June 12, 1961 Jonnect at Vienna with a 
flighs for Paris (Date 
definite but flight and 
airline unconfirmed) - 


June 15, 1961 Leave Paris for London via 
British European Airways 
Plight 355 


June 18, 1961 Leave London for Amsterdam 
via KLM flight 134, connecting. 
with KLM flight 643 for NY | 


June 18, 1961 Arrive New York 


The March 9, 1961, issue of 'Russky Golos" on 
page 7, reflects an article by Victor Alexandrovich Yakhontoff 
concerning a trip to the homeland which was scheduled to 
leave New York City on May 14, 1961, and return on June 18, 1961, 


“A. pretext telephone call to the offices of 

"Russky Golos'", 130 East 16th Street, New York City, on 

May 9, 1961, by a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI), revealed that 60 persons are scheduled 

to make a trip to the Soviet Union for five weeks starting 

on May 14, 1961. ‘This trip is an annual affair sponsored 

by "“Russky Golos" but is not subsidized by that paper in any way. 
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Re: Victor Michael Arnautoff 
Lydia Arnautoff 


Victor A, Yakhontoff has been editor of 
“Russky Golos’ since the departure for 
Russia on September 4, 1955, of Dr. 

D.Z. Xrinkin and his subsequent death 
there, according to e second source, who 
was in a position to furnish reliable 
information. 


On June 26, 1960, a third source, who 
has furnished reliabie information in 
the past, advised that Yaknontoff was 

a retired Russian genéral who lectured 
on Soviet Russia and was pro-Russian 

in his point of view. This source said 
that curing the 1940s, he was repeatedly 
informed that Yakhontoff was a devoted 
and disciplined member of the Communist 
Party (cP). 


A fourth source, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised 
on June .30, 1960, that "Russky Golos’ is 
a Russian language daily newspaper which 
has consistently followed the CP line and 
supports the same issues as the CP, USA. 


This same source advised that 'Russky Golor 
was formerly the organ of the “Russian Section" of the 
International Workers Order.. Since the dissolution of 
the International Workers Order, the "Russian Section” 
is no longer known as such, but has been reorganized 
into Russian Cultural and Aid Society groups which continue 
to support ‘Russky Golos' financially and look upon Russky 
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Re: Victor Michael Arnautoff 
Lydia Arnautoff 


Golos" as the organ of the Russian Cultural and Aid 
Society groups. 


The nternational workers Party 
and the CP, USA, heve been . 
designated by the Astorney General 
of she United {tates pursuant to 
Executive Order 10250, 


NW: 15047 Docld: 70000162 Page 187 


FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) . . i] Mr. Tolson_____- 
. ae fi Mr. Parsons,~——- 
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PBI i Mr. Conrad....-.-- § 
Mr. DeLoach..— § 
| 
Date: 5/22/61 AE Mao 
jf Mr. Rosen. 
Transmit the following in —- HT tr. Tavel 
(Type in plain text or code) . : | mr. Trotter... j 
vio AUTRE AMAT tte oom 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) 1) Mr. Ingram____ 
— ee ee EE EE 1 Miss-Gand : 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-47675; 100-418510) . —_ 
EERO 
FROM: SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (105-9593; 100-21344) pena yi 
VICTOR MICHAEL @RNAUTOFF | : | Of: (_ 
, Is -C | 
i (00: SF) , 
bye f 
Wy LYDIA ARNAUTOFF, aka 
} SM - ¢ 


} (00: SF) 
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mal 
ro 


=e. 
LP ume BAP BP OG % ys 
UNRECORDED COPY FILED IN“ @ LP FS A C 5, 


Re SF airtels and letterhead memos 5/9/61 and EAT /6L. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are 12 copies of a letterhead 
memorandum setting forth additional information regarding 
travel of captioned subjects. 
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2 San. Francisco a 
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Special Agent i harge . 


Sent _ eM Per 


a (O9- A767 7S 2057 


pare oan 


~~ 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 


File No. San Francisco, California 
May 22, 1961 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF; 
LYDIA ARNAUTOFF, nee Lydia 
Vasilievna Blonsky, aka 
Mrs. Victor. Michael Arnautoff 


Reference is made to FBI letterhead: memorandums dated 
May 9, 1961 and May 17, 1961 at San Francisco, éaptioned 
VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF; LYDIA ARNAUTOFF. 


“Information concerning the travel itinerary of the 
ARNAUTOFFS is set forth in FBI letterhead memorandum dated 
May 18, 1961 at New York captioned "RUSSKY GOLOS PUBLISHING 


COMPANY" 
This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your 
agency. 
ot? 
o® 
gst Fs 
co oer 
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Office Memorandum ° UNITED $:ATES GOVERNMENT 


. ) , - 7 7 7 — 
rk FORM No, 64 : an 
\ 7 ; . 
1 
| 
? 


A 
TQ: ‘DIRECTOR, FBI pave: July 7, 1961 
2. LEGAT, LONDON | pie 946) | 
SUBJECT: VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF _ a -/ 
yh Is - ¢ | f po 
‘a | LYDIA ARNAUTOFF | 
) SM - C 


RE: Letterhead memorandum dated May 9, 1961, at 
San Francisco,, and Letterhead memorandum dated May 19, 1961, 
at New York. 


There are enclosed the original and five copies of — 
a memorandum setting forth information received from 


is being carried as T-1 in the enclosure. 


RUC 


_3.-Bureau -{6 Eneis~)- ee ~ 


CWB: col 


(5) 
é | ‘ Pas 
of | EXII6 fe 


NYT 109 — 97678800 G 


Roy Bed 8 oo 
bey | | - 


aan ey & tle 1968 
ait \\. \=2 a 
_ | 03 aN oa _ 
od ve, av ’ | . BEES / yo 
Co’ io" a) Ai breed a g4 ; O» 
be a slip ee Litas ge or 
iS info ["],action, = 


ee ee ow yg A SAK 
| - . | Weeth| ays\s-- 
sill 13.1 May Page 190 : r 
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UNRECORDED COPY FILED IN / UU L/P Syn 
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TONPEDENTLAL 
” ‘. ———— oy 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
B a FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 
File No. July T> 1961 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFP; 
LYDIA ARNAUTOFF 


T-1, a confidential source abroad, advised on July 
5, 1961, that subjects arrived in London Airport from Paris, 
France, on June 15, 1961. They left England by: air, from 
London Airport on June 18, 1961, for Amsterdam, Holland. 


According to T-1, subjects did not come to adverse 
security notice while in England. 


COPIES pEsTROYED 
7pEG 23 73 


ENCLOSURE att ll hear 
[lO ¥ 767° tle | 
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FD-122 (Rev. 1-4-60). 
- OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 gq 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


N 


TO : Director, FBI (Bufile- (100-47675) ) DATE: 


pox | 
FROM * gic San Francisco (105~9593) 


SUBJECT: VICTOR urcHARKCIGNAUTOR 
. Is - C¢ 


[] It is recommended that a Security 
Index Card be prepared on the 
above - captioned individual. 


Aliases 


[I native Born [J waturalizea 


if 


7/10/61 


Cards yrD 


Cards Sent o9 . 
7/15 mn 


xXx The Security Index Card on the 
captioned individual should be 
changed as follows (specify 
change only): 


[}communist [IT sociatist Workers Party [independent Socialist League 


EEX] ai scellaneous (specify) 


Date of Birth Place of Birth 


Business Address (show name of employing concern and address) 


Stanford University 
Palo Alto, California 


Key Facility Data 


Yoru, 
Geographical Reference Number __— 4 3 / +f 
Interested Agencies — moines 
Residence Address © ae 
Dey 1007 Washington Ave. 
= itts a Orn1a 
VO 
Nw: 1504 Bogle dod Page Oden) 


1 - San Francisco 
REGISTERED MAIL 


TDM:1g #12 (3) 


_ Race 


eae 


14 JuL 12 1961 


Responsibility 


. Report Form _ . ° bn cee : 
FD-263 (5-12-55) |.” . a a eS 


eee _ Gq ka 
| . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Reporting Office Office of Origin Date - Investigative Period 
SAN FRANCTSCH SAN FRANCISCO 8/15/61 6/1/61 - 8/11/61- ~ 
TITLE OF CASE ; a ; , Report made by Typed By: 


THOMAS D, MC GOLDRICK, JR, ge 


nf Q CHARACTER OF CASE 
| / VICTOR MICHAEL SARNAUTOFF 
a | INTERNAL SECURTTY: - C 


\ 


REFERENCE: Report of SA THOMAS C. MC GOLDRICK, 2/16/61, at 
San Francisco. ~ 


\ 


INFORMANTS : 
Identity of Source File Where Located 


SF Ts] is vA 


Special Agent’ ; , “Po. not write | in Spaces “below ~~ 


App! Foved _la Charge _ i 


_ ‘Copies made: 


O- Bureau (100- 47675) (RM) \|/00- Tape" 15- 


1 - INS, San Francisco (RM) CaeeY GEER scSPOIR 


(C4331663) 
B AUG 21 1961 


2 - San Francisco (105-9593) 


12 0) Bo ee — 


Copy AO, Rares Aaah a 
va by routing slip on 
Ind (ey . act 


HEA sl? 
POPES ee Ad 5 , 1 
Pronarty Fee! BE qd Yo ‘Rage rb) 4na neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which. loaned. 


h .* g ae 
“700 1 973, ; . WU. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1958 O-—344750 


i 


a _ - . Sot te ee ee 


SF105-9593 


TDM: gg 


Identity of Source 


File Where Located 


SF T-5 is | ; 
“a | ( 
SF T-6 is | ; . 61-288-61 
Igor N,. Gabriel : 
Assistant Cashier. (OpeFations) ; 
Bank of America 7/07 / | 
Golden Gate-Hyde. Brénien 
San renee atifornia 
SFT-7 is oe, 7 : 
SF aL feo! : 
SF rota / \ New York airtel to Director 
ara ’ : . "Russky Golos ‘Publishing 
ae va os ‘Co, IS-R" 5/17/61 
SF T-iois ¢ New York let to Director, and 
yoy ) ; letterhead memo 5/19/61 ” 
yoy / i "Victor Michael Arnautoff, IS- e" 
a f : "Lydia Arnautoff, aka, SM-C". 7 
ia = a S /- : "t . “ 
SF T-13 is 
Source used to document NCCPFB: 
-~B- 
ce Cover Page 
NW: 15047 Docld: 70000162 Page 195 . 


SF 105-9593 
TDM: gg 


A copy of this report is being designated to INS, 
San Francisco, in view of that agency's continuing interest in 
‘ARNAUTOFF as the subject of a possible deportation case, 


SA JOSEPH C. FEE conducted the préte interview at | 
"Russky' Golos"on 5/9/61, as the son of aperson Anterested in 
making a trip to the U.S.S.R. oO 


We $3 2 S2 by AB) 


DOW IALErP BIA’ 
~C- HEE.B 
Cover Page 


4 
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FD-308 (Rev. 1-25-60) : 
_ caer 
ee een 
1.[J sub jee 's name is° inc 


en nd 


luded in the Security Index, 


2.[y | The data appearing on the Security Index card are 


current. 
3.[[_] Changes on the Securi 
and Form FD-122_has b 
4.[x ] A suitable photograph 
5 Careful consideration 
concealed and T symbo 
instances where the i 
be concealed. 
6.[_] Subject is employed 1 
~ is charged with secur 
agencies are 
7.(_*] This report is classi 
(state réason) oe 


ty Index card are necessary 
een submitted to the Bureau. 
x ] is [jis not available. 
has been given to each source 
ls were utilized only in those 
dentities of the sources must 


na key facility and 
ity responsibility. Interested 


fied Confidential because 


FOIA(b)(7) - (D) j---.... it contain ion furnished by a reliable confidential 
ee informant - who attends with VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 
iv 


“~-s.. meetings o 


0.2, Inner Mission Section, SF County CP. 


“Attendance at these meetings is small and information reported 
by concerning these meetings could reasonably lead 
to his entification and the loss of a valuable informant. 


8.[-X] Subject previously interviewed (dates) . 
Subject was not reinterviewed because (state’ reason) me, 
during initial interview Subject refused to make any state- 


ments or answer any 
reliable informants 


questions, Information furnished b 
Since that time indicate that ARNAUTOFF 


continues to be a militant Communist who has expressed open 2 
hostility towards the U.S. Government. It is not believed 
an interview at this time would be productive. 


9,.[__] This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 


mending cancellation 
10,.[X_] This case has been re 


of the Security Index card. 
-evaluated in the light of the 


security Index criteria and it continues to fall 


within such criteria 
Subject continues to 
is known to have paid 
10/60 through 6/61. 
meeting was on 7/18/6 


1l1.[-X] Subject's SI card 
SubjJect's activities 
tabbing. 


NW: 15047 Docld: 70000162 Page 197 


L 


because (state reason) 


be an active member oftheCP., He 
CP dues for the period covering 
His last known attendence at a CP 
1. 


is [_] is not tabbed Detcom, 
[x-} 40 [-] do not warrant Detcom 


-D*-— oo! 
Cover Page 


Copy to: 


Report of: 
Date: 


“FD+204, (Rev. 3-2-50) , ¢ 
@ 


ve 

b 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


CORFE DE HEEAL 


1 - INS, San Francisco (C4331663) 


THOMAS D. McGOLDRICK Office: SAN FRANCISCO 
8/15/61 . . | 


Field Office File No.: 105-9593 Bureau File No.: 100-47675 


Title: ° 


Character: 


Synopsis: 


is documen 
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contains neither recommen ms nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and . 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Subject continues to be employed as Assistant Professor of 
Art at Stanford University, Palo Alto, California, and to 
reside with his wife, LYDIA,.at 1007 Washington Street, 
Colma, California. He continues to be a dues paying 
member of Club #2, Inner Mission Section, San Francisco. 
County CP, having attended at least five meetings of Club #2 
during the period from 12/60 through.7/61. Name of Sub- 
ject appears on bank signature card as person authorized 
to issue checks for ARI. He participated in activities 

of ARI and NCCPFB. Subject and wife visited USSR and 
Europe during May and June, 1961, on tour led by VICTOR A. 
YAKHONTOFF, editor of "Rusky -Golos.” . . 


- p* . 


DETATLS: 


On August: 2, 3961, THELMA RAYNOLDS, Secretary, 
Office of the President;*Stanford University, Palo Alto, 
California, furnished. the.following information to. SA 
FRED R, ELLEDGE: 


VICTOR “ARNAUTOFF continues to be employed as an 
Assistant Professor of Art, Stanford University. ARNAUTOFF: 
taught in the Autumn and Winter quarters of 1960 and the Spring 
quarter of 1961. He has no classes scheduled for the Summer 
quarter of 1961 but will’ resume teaching in the Autumn quarter. 
His current residence address is listed as 1007 Washington 
Street, Colma, California. 


CONF DP ENE AE 


its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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SF 105-9593 - 
TDM:gg 


VICTOR ARNAUTOFF is not teaching at Stanford University 
during the Summer quarter of 961. He is doing some painting on 
his own and plans to exhibit and eventually sell these paintings 
at the end of the Summer. He continues to reside at 1007 Washing- 
ton Street, Colma, California, withhis wife, LYDIA. 

. (SF T- 1, August 9; 1961) 


Ir. COMMUNIST PARTY (CP) ACTIVITIES 


The Communist Party, USA, has been designated . by 
the Attorney General of the United States, pursuant | to o 
Executive: Order 10450. 


VICTOR “ARNAUTOFF. continues to: be an active dues: paying 
memberof Club #2, Inner Mission. Section, San Francisco County CP. 
During the period from.December 1960 to July. 1961, VICTOR ARNAUTOFF 
attended at least five meetings of Club #2. . 

.. (SF T+ 1, January 3, 1961 through July 18,: 1961. ) 


“On. February eu, 1961, an open meeting Sponsored by the 
CP of Northern California was held at Santa Marta Hall, 150 Golden 
Gate Avenue, San Francisco. Approximately 175 people, tneluding 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, attended this meeting. 


ALBERT sion (MICKIE) LIMA, Chairman of the CP of Northern — 


California, read a speech concerning his three month visit to 
Europe, during which time he attended a world wide CP Conference 
in Moscow, U.S.S.R. in. December 1960. LIMA stated that peaceful” 
coexistence is the only way by which the Soviet Union will abide. 
Under socialism the development of national economy and statehood 
goes hand in ‘hand in strengthening wrld socialism and uniting all 
nations. War is a constant companion of capitalism, as iong as 
- imperialism exists, and as long as imperialism exists, ‘there shall 
be wars and no peace.,. 
| (SF t- 2, | February: al OP 1961) 


Ld 
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SF 105-9593 
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The Palo Alto California CP Club organized a fund 
raising affair for the benefit of the "People's World", to 
be held on April 30, 1961 at Palo Alto. .It was to be an after- 
noon affair, at which VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, the guest Speaker, would 
lecture on Soviet art. 

(SF T-3, April 16, 1961) ° 


The "People's World" (PW) is a west coast Communist 
newspaper. 


III. AMERICAN RUSSIAN INSTITUTE INCORPORATED 


OF SAN FRANCISCO ACTIVITIES (ARI) 


. ARI has’ been designated by the ‘Attorney General of 
the United States, pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


On January 21, 1961 a select group of approximately 
14 people met at the ARI Office, 90 Me Allister Street, San 
Francisco, to discuss various methods to. be used in the Pight 
for peace. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF was a member of. this group. 


The guest speaker was RICHARD MORFORD, the Director 
of the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship (NCASF), 
who talked on the possibility of world disarmament. MORFORD - 


concluded that this armament will be impossible because President 


KENNEDY has appointed men to high positions of government, who 
have a present or past interest in. armament. He said the Soviets 
are willing to disarm, and all that is necessary is that the — 
voters in the USA press for disarmament. 


MORFORD. said, however, he did not think this would 


happen in the USA because to.many of the voters have an interest 


in the industrfes that make money from armament. 
(SF T-4, _ February 1, 1961). 


- ‘The NCASF has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 19450. 


SF 105-9593 
TDM: gg 


The ARI does not have a board of directors. However, 
on Tuesday afternoon, a small group of select persons met at 
the ARI to discuss ARI plans and policies. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF fre- 
quently attends. these policy meetings. 
. (SF T-5, February 23, 1961.) 


-. During March 1961, the ARI distributed an announcement — 
which indicated that a presentation on Russian and Soviet art 
by Professor VICTOR ARNAUTOFF to be held at the ARI at 7:30 p.m. 
on March 11, 1961. The announcement indicated that ARNAUTOFF 
would illustrate his notes on the development of visual art in 
the U.S.S.R. with colored reproductions of the: pre-revolutionary 
period and contemporary painting. He also was to have samples 
of contemporary soviet graphic art recently arrived from the 
U.S.S.R. 

(SF T- -5, March 7, 1961) 


The signature card for the commercial checking account 
. of the ARI contains the names of four individuals who are authorized: 
.to issue checks on behalf of the ARI. The signature of VICTOR 
ARNAUTOFF appears on this card.. The card reflects that at least 
two of the four signatures must appear on all ARI checks, 
CSE T-G April av, 1461) 

The foregoing information was obtained from bank records 
and ‘should be considered confidential... It should not be made 
public except in the usual procedure following the issuance of. 

a subpoena. Should any of the information be needed, the subpoena 
Should be directed to Mr. J.D. GALLAGHER, Manager, Bank of America, 
Golden Gate-Hyde Branch, San Francisco, California. , 


During July 1961 the ARI distributed an announcement 
which indicated that on Friday, August 18, 1961, at 8:00 p.m. 
at. 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San Pancisco, a "Prank forum ‘report 
by seven San Franciscans" will be held on "The World and Us-. 
Prospects Peace" under the sponsorship’ of the ARI. According to 
this announcement Professor. VICTOR ARNAUTOFF will be one of the 
featured speakers of the evening. — 

(SF T-13, July 28, 1961) 
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IV. NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COMMITTEE FOR. PROTECTION OF 


FOREIGN BORN (NCCPEB) ACTIVITIES 


For. documentation of NCCPFB refer to appendix page. 


In April 1961 the NCCPFB distributed an announcement 
concerning their "Eighth Annual Testimonial Evening" honoring 
VICTOR ARNAUTOFF and others "for their devotion to the cause 
of civil liberties. The testimonial was to be held on April @2l, 
1961 at the Empire Room of the Sir Francis Drake Hotel, San 

.. Francisco, 
: (SF T- -7, April Ds 1961) - 


On April 21, 1961, the “NCCPFB held it's Eighth Annual 
Testimonial Eveing at the Empire Room of the Sir Francis Drake 
Hotel, San Francisco. Approximately 250 persons attended this 
gathering, including VICTOR ARNAUTOFF. ARNAUTOFF was one of the. 
featured speakers of the evening. 


ARNAUTOFF expressed a few words as an individual who 
believes in the protection of the foreign born. He said as an- - , 
artist he tells his stories in murals and paintings. He said 
that he draws for peace. ARNAUTOFF mentioned that he and his 
wife were going to the’ U.S.S.R. this year for a vacation, and 
that he and his wife had not been in the Soviet Union since 1915. 

(SF T-2, April 24, 1961) (SF T-8,; May'1, 1961) 


V. MISCELLANEOUS 


On March 9, 1961 Miss LILLIAN OWEN, Office of the 
President, Stanford University, furnished ‘the following in- 
formation to SA FRED R. ELLEDGE: 


On March 7, 1961 VICTOR ARNAUTOFF, Assistant ‘Professor 
of Art, requested leave with pay for the period May 15, 1961 through 
June 8, 1961. ARNAUTOFF said he had an opportunity to make a five 
week tour of the U.S.S.R. beginning, May 1 1961 He said that os 
he would act as interpreter and assistant guide on a tour group 
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and that the purpose of this tour was to study at first hand 
the present state of the arts in the U.S.S.R. 


On May 11, 1961 Mrs. VERDE BUCKLER, Agency Liaison 
Officer, Passport Office, U.S. State Department, Washington, 
D.C., made available to SA J..B. COULTON the following infor- 
mation: — 


VICTOR MIKHAIL ARNAUTOFF was issued Passport’ Number 
B27 36111 on April 10, 1961, at Washington, D.C., for a proposed 
six weeks' travel to Holland, Finland, Union of Soviet Socialist. 
Republics, Austria, France, and England for the purpose of 
"Eo visit relatives. " 


This passport is valid for threeyears from the date 
of issurance for travel to all countries except Albania, Cuba, 
and those portions! of China, Korea, and Viet-Nam under communist 
control. 


In his passport application dated February 27, 1961, 

at San Francisco, California, ARNAUTOFF ‘indicated that he in- 
tended to depart from New York City on approximately May 14, 1961 
by air. ARNAUTOFF indicated that he was traveling in an organized 
tour. , 


VICTOR and LYDIA ARNAUTOFF plan to depart for the U.S.S:R. 


on the "Agricultural Group" towr, which is being lead by VICTOR 
YAKHONTOFF, an elderly ex-Russian Army general. The entire group 
totals 59 individuals, the majority of which are elderly immigrant 
farmers who intend to visit their families in Russia. The tour is 
scheduled to leave New York City via KLM (Royal Dutch Airlines), 
on May 14, 1961 for Amsterdam, Holland. From Amsterdam the tour 
is scheduled to visit Helsinki, Finland; Leningrad, Moscow and 
Kiev, .U.S.S.R.; Vienna, Austria; Paris, France; London, England, 
return to Amsterdam and fly to the United States on June 1 , 1961. 
(SF T-9, May 9, 1961) | 
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The March 9, 1961 issue of "Russky Golos" on page 7, 
reflects an article by WICTOR ALEXANDROVICH YAKHONTOFF con- 
cerning a trip to the homeland which was scheduled to leave New 
York City on May 14, 1961, and return on June 18, 1961. 


A pretext telephone call to the offices of "Russky 
Golos", 130 East 16th Street, New York City, on May 9, 1961, 
by a Special Agent of the Federal Brueau of Investigation, 
revealed that 60 persons are scheduled to make a trip to the 
Soviet Union for five weeks starting on May 14, 1961. This 
trip is an annual affair sponsored by "Russky Golos" but is 
not subsidized by that paper in any way. 


VICTOR A. YAKHONTOFF has been editor of "Russky 
Golos" since the departure for Russia on September 4, 1959 
of Dr. D.Z. KRINKIN and subsequent death there. 

(SF T-10) - 


VICTOR YAKHONTOFF is:a retired Russian General who 
lectures on Soviet Russia and is pro-Russian in his point of | 
view. This source said that during the 1940s he was repeatedly 
informed that YAKHONTOFF was a devoted and disciplined. member 
of the CP. 

(SF T-11, June & 1960) 


"Russky Golos" is a Russian language daily newspaper 
which has consistently followed the CP line, and Supports the — 
same issues as the CP, USA. 

(SF T- 12, June 30, 1960) 


"Russky Golos" was formerly the organ of the "Russian 
Section" of the International Workers Order. Since the @is- 
solution of the International Workers Order, the "Russian Section” 
is no longer known as such, but has been reorganized into 
Russian Cultural and Aid Society groups which continue to support 
"Russky Golos" financially and look upon "Russky Golos" as the 
organ of the Russian Cultural and Aid Society groups. 

(SF T-12, June 30, 1960). . 
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The International Workers Party has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 


VICTOR and LYDIA ARNAUTOFF returned to San Francisco 
from their tour of the U.S.S.R. and Europe. — 
(SF T-1, June 28, 1961) 
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COMMITTEE 
FOR PROTECTION OF FOREIGN BORN 


. The "Daily People's World", now known as the 
"People's World," a West Coast Communist newspaper, of 
November 2, 1950, page 10, columns 1 and 2, contained an 
article entitled, ‘Northern California Committee for Foreign 
Born Planned." This article stated that plans for the 
organization of.a Northern California Committee for Protection 
of Foreign Born would be made at a meeting on November 6, 
1950, at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, California. 


A source advised on May 11, 1961, that the 
Northern California Committee for Protection of Foreign Born, 
although an independent organization, carries out a program 
of activity in Northern California which coincides with the 
aims of the American Committee for Protection of Foreign 
Born (ACPFB). 


The source further advised that the Northem 
California Committee for Protection of Foreign Born continues 
to be active in defending the foreign born in deportation 
proceedings and in securing support for the repeal of the 
Walter-Mc Carran Law. 


The ACPFB has been designated by the Attorney 
setae of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 


APPENDIX PAGE 


lat 


FD-323 (3-28-90) 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 


In Reply, Please Refer to August 15, 1961 


File No. 


Title VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF 


Character INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

Report of Special Agent THOMAS 

D, MC GOLDRICK, at San Francisco, 
dated and captioned as above. 


Reference 


¢ 


All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 


SF T-10 was in a position to furnish reliable information. 


. This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) : ae 
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é a Mr... : 
us st ot Sen : gf . , be j Mr. Mo a 
ua FBI Y | Mr. Calling 
. [ Mr. Conrad 


| Mr. Evans__ 

# Mr. Malone. aeeneeeeee: 
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. - | Mx, Sullivan. 
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_ (Type in plain text or code) | Mr. Tavel._ 


AIRTEL | AIR MAIL (arGee [Pr trotter 


4 Mr. DeLoach > aa 


Date: 7/10/61 


Transmit the following in 


Vi ee 
oC (Priority or Method of Mailiy ie a ol tia ho 
—- moore ee eel OY eee | Mise Gan Yee ai 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-47675; 100-418510) _. ti 
fe} FROM: ~—- SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (105-9593; 100-2134) 
SUBJECT: VICTOR MLCHAEL ARNAUTOFF i 
(00: SAN FRANCISCO) a “ii . RQ 
LYDIA ARNAUTOFF, aka Copy seh, Why, Zander, fALN 
SM - ¢ : by rprting slip for We. Bore y 
(00: SAN FRANCISCO) a 7 action, 
. a i. 
TY gg Or oe oa SS 
e San Francisco airtels and lettern emoranda ‘ 
t8a/5/9, 5/17, and 5/22/61. Ss 
\ Enclosed for the Bureau are 12 copies of letter- \ 
head memorandum advising that Subjects have returned to yD 
San Francisco from their travel abroad. I 
SS 
FOIA(b)(7) - (D) - Corrected FD122es have been submitted to the Bureau. al 
ss SF T-1, as set forth in letterhead memorandum, a 
is » who furnished the information to SA DAVID E., eB 
, R 
No recommendation is being made to interview ei 
the ARNAUTOFFs at this time. Both Subjects were unfriendly A. 
and. “uncdoperative during previous attempts to interview fa | 
them?, Reliable informants have described the oward /¥/P fx 
as. wklitant CP members who have been hostile toward f alte 
thésU. Se Government for many years. No additional ; Cx" a\tel pt 
investigation of the Qh is contemplated at ee 
° - fs “rg are 
this time, 9 AE wo Cb: oe FS —arey Gf Fy 
i Pas | 4 
; py 
(Ene. 12) faaTsTEgHD) pe © 
>. San Francisco. oy ee G. Ce Wick —. 'S) 
/TDMYig #12 2 ‘LOSURE SI 
Zi 
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Sent __ UM Per 


+ 
we 


a . Ae 
UN} D STATES DEPARTMENT OF' __ABTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. San Francisco 2, California 


July 10, 1961 


VICTOR MICHAEL ARNAUTOFF; 
LYDIA ARNAUTOFF, nee Lydia 
Vasilievna Blonsky, aka 

Mrs, Victor. Michael Arnautoff 


Reference is made to FBI letterhead memoranda ~ 
dated May 9, May 17, and May 22, 1961, captioned as above. 


SF T-1, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, on June 28, 1961, advised that VICTOR and 
LYDIA ARNAUTOFF have returned to San Francisco, California, 
from. their trip to the USSR and Europe. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 

it and its contents are not to be distributed - 
outside your agency. 
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5010- 104-02 


- UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 
Director, FBI (100-47675) PATE: 9/5/61 


FROM @ Sn Francisco (2105-9593) 


SUBJECT: VICTOR MICHAEL O MAUTOFE 
Is-c 


Rerep SA THOMAS D, McGOLDRICK, JR. dated 8/15/61 
at San Francisco and Bureau 0-17 8/25/61. 


Enelosed are five copies of amended Page. 1 ie 20k). 
Cover Page C, Paragraph 2, Line 1, should be apEetext 
Page 4, end of paragraph 3, should read "(SF T-6 4/28/61). " 


The Bureau is requested to make the above two 
corrections on its copies of rerep. Corrections have 
been made at_ san Francisco. 


Responsible personnel - have been charged with 
errors of form. 
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“ ~° San: Franciscedg,. - OF hy 
TDM: 1g » SS ah” 
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